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Dear Parents 

The children have worked 

really hard and continue to 

shine in all aspects of the 

curriculum. The short term 

has not deterred our pupils 

from taking part in wider 

school initiatives alongside 

their very busy classroom 

schedules! Whole school 

events such as Book Week, 

Art Exhibition, Celebration 

Evening and the Spring 

Concert have been a huge 

success whilst Year 5 and 6 

managed to perform at the 

Harlequin for Star Steppers, 

Year 2 have visited Hever 

Castle, some selective pu-

pils took part in The Purley 

and Coulsdon Drama Festi-

val, Year 3 went to the Sci-

ence Museum, Year 1 to 

Bay Pond, Year 4 to Bough 

Beech and Year 5 visited 

the History Museum and in 

addition Euan Campbell 

and Kirtana Pillay managed 

to represent the school at 

the Rotary Club’s launch of 

the Maze at Queen’s Park. 

Essendene Lodge Pupils 

have also been named 

Champions at the Geogra-

phy Quiz in Caterham 

School. Eight teams were 

competing but they were 

no match for Aidan 

McAllen, Abinow Robert, 

Henry Hodgkiss, Seamus 

Holton, Pablo Maddocks 

and Jake Scott. Well done 

boys!  

Our Book Week theme of 

‘Heroes and Villains’ was a 

huge success, classes 

paired up to explore vari-

ous literary themes and 

gave opportunities for pu-

pils and staff to work with 

different classes throughout 

the school. It was also good 

to see so many parents 

coming into school to read 

favourite books to their 

child’s class but I must 

mention Isaac Bickley’s 

mum who came dressed up 

as a witch complete with 

props! The children in Oak 

Class were totally en-

thralled!  

The dress up day led to the 

usual colourful spectacle of 

the interpretation of our 

theme but well done to 

those who won the best 

costume prize in each class. 

The Spellathon was very 

competitive sending many 

children into overdrive to 

learn additional spellings 

for that week! The best 

three from each class were 

sent to Mr Hodgkiss to win 

the coveted Spellathon tro-

phy, again, this was hugely 

competitive but well done 

to Poppy Tomei for third 

place, Pablo Maddocks for 

second place and Maya 

Paranthaman for being 

named our Spelling Bee 

champion during Book 

Week.  Through your gen-

erosity we have managed 

to raise £1792.50 for our 

Msalura fund – thank you! 

Our Book Fair also man-

aged to raise £167 for the 

school and we will be or-

dering some additional non

-fiction books for the li-

brary. Chris Connaughton 

rounded the week off by 

entertaining all the pupils 

through his own style of 

story telling. Thank you to 

Mr Hodgkiss for all his hard 

work in organising Book 

Week. 

Last year we helped to raise 

money for the Rotary Club 

to help eradicate polio. 

Every £1 raised was 

matched by an additional 

£2 from The Bill and 

Melinda Gates Foundation. 

The Rotary Club have 

planted a crocus maze at 

Queen’s Park with the help 

of local schools. We have 

been given our very own 

slab and we were invited to 

the grand launch last week. 

Our Head Boy and Head 

Girl represented the school 

and enjoyed some well de-

served scones during after-

noon tea! Do go along to 

Queen’s Park to take a look 

but be mindful not to step 

onto the crocuses! 

Once again we had so 

many children audition for 

the Spring Concert, Mrs  

Robinson had the tricky 

task of selecting pupils.  

The variety of acts chosen 

were entertaining and 

showed how much confi-

dence and courage the chil-

dren had to go up on stage 

and showcase their talents.  

We all had a fun afternoon 

being thoroughly enter-

tained.  Thank you to Mrs 

Robinson for organising a 

very entertaining event and 

of course for giving her 

time to auditions and re-

hearsals.  We will be hold-

ing an Instrumental Recital 

in the Summer Term to al-

low those pupils who are 

learning to play a musical 

instrument to play in front 

of an audience.  

Miss Thabet reported the 

Star Steppers performed 

and entertained their audi-

ence at The Harlequin with 

so much confidence. The 

performance to the track of 

‘Jai Ho’ once again high-

lighted how confident Es-

sendene Pupils are on the 

stage.  The feedback from 

the The Purley and Couls-

don  Festival was similar 

and we were very proud of 

our pupils who looked so 

lovely and polished in their 

uniforms! A special mention 

to Mia McAllen in Maple 

Class and Nathaniel Frost in 

Sycamore Class for coming 

first and Aidan McAllen for 

securing first place in the 

under 13 category and of 

course for being great am-

bassadors for our school.   

 

Children in Years 5/6 spent 

a week at Whitgift School. 

This was a fantastic oppor-

tunity for them to experi-

ence a senior school set-

ting. The children travelled 

by train and felt very grown 

up. I must thank Mr Hodg-

kiss and Mrs Robinson for 

accompanying them and 

also Ms Skinner for organis-

ing the visit. Well done 

Year 5/6!  

Our annual Art Exhibition 

provided an opportunity for 

pupils to showcase artistic 

talents and produce their 

very own masterpiece! All 

the exhibited pieces were 

created under the direction 

of Mrs Keyworth and were 

of a very good standard. 

Thank you to Mrs Keyworth 

for drawing out artistic 

skills in all our pupils. 

We are pleased with our 

entrance exam success 

again this year, the teach-

ers work very hard across 

all age groups and have 

high expectations to enable 

pupils to succeed in some 

very tough exams. This 

years entrance exam suc-

cess is testament to our 

hard working staff who con-

tinue to have such high ex-

pectations of pupils across 

all year groups and of 

course thank you to Mr 

Hodgkiss for his diligence 

in class and in exam prep 

club.  

Our annual Celebration 

Evening was a great suc-

cess, with so many parents 

turning up to celebrate the 

achievements of their child. 

It was good to see so many 

parents chatting to and ap-

preciating the work done 

by other members of staff 

as well as see the standard 

of work across the school.  

Please do give your feed-



cially during Book Week, 

the children were delighted 

to have many parents and 

friends’ parents coming to 

read. Stories can activate 

the imagination, we think 

your children have had 

many great opportunities to 

imagine, learn and create 

this term. They have played 

hard, worked hard and now 

we wish you all a good rest 

and happy Easter 

 

Warm wishes from all of the 

Pre-

favourite stories. They con-

tinue to experience number 

on a daily basis and their 

recognition of numbers, 

counting and correspon-

dence of numbers is going 

from strength to strength.  

To finish off the term we 

have been on an Easter egg 

number hunt and had lots of 

fun. 

Your children have had a 

great half term. Thank you 

for all your support, espe-

Class [Year3]. We worked 

with them and they helped 

us decorate a gingerbread 

man and we all did a drama 

based on the story. Beech 

class acted as excellent 

role-models and excellent 

buddies. 

To introduce the story of 

Jack and the Beanstalk we 

are growing broad beans. 

The children will be caring 

for them, watching them 

grow and seeing what they 

need to survive. We have 

climbed an imaginary 

beanstalk in PE. Jack would 

be proud! 

We have also had great fun 

with cooking gingerbread 

men, eating yummy pan-

cakes, where your children 

made their own choice of 

filling, and creating Easter 

nests.  

In Maths the children have 

continued repeating pat-

terns, sorted objects into 

different colours and cre-

ated a tally chart of their 

Books! Books! Books! 

Equals Fun! Fun! Fun! We 

have all had a ball this half 

term looking at different 

types of fiction from Ae-

sop’s Fables to Fairy Tales 

to our favourite stories. 

Your  children have taken 

part on a magical journey 

outside. They decided to 

have a mountain, a croco-

dile infested swamp,a ride 

with a friendly dolphin and 

fun on a magic carpet. Book 

Week was great fun. Chris 

Connaughton, a storyteller, 

visited us. His take on The 

Elves and the Shoemaker 

really helped the children 

think about things from the 

elves point of view and how 

important kindness is. Chris 

had them rolling on the 

floor with laughter and in-

spired their creativity. 

 

Acorn loved meeting the 

‘big’ children in Beech  
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Parents, Teachers and Chil-

dren of Essendene 

Firstly, and as always many 

thanks to everyone who has 

supported the PTA fund-

raising initiatives this term. 

 This half term has been a 

very short one but we still 

managed to fit in some fund 

raising events. 

 We held a second-hand 

uniform sale and a Mother’s 

Day Raffle. There were 

some lovely prizes includ-

ing hampers, a manicure, 

teeth whitening and a fam-

ily pizza meal take-out 

voucher from Papa 

Johns.  Thank you to every-

one who contributed to 

these prizes. 

We ended the term with an 

Easter Egg Tombola and a 

visit from the much loved 

Easter Bunny.  Thank you 

Easter Bunny, it isn’t Easter 

without you, and the chil-

dren especially the 

younger ones really loved 

seeing you again! 

As a result of all our recent 

efforts we are very happy 

to confirm that we have 

raised enough money to go 

ahead with the Outdoor 

Classroom Project.  All be-

ing well it will be in place 

by the time the new term 

starts, ready and waiting for 

a fabulous Summer so that 

the teachers and children 

can put it to good use. 

Another reminder to regis-

ter for Easyfundraising for 

your internet purchases, 

the current members which 

now stand at 74 have raised 

over £4315 since the PTA 

signed up for the scheme 

and it really is so easy to 

do. 

 Please also join the Es-

sendene PTA Group if you 

are a Facebook user. 

 Don’t forget to use your 

class reps to pass thoughts 

and ideas to the PTA for 

current and future events. 

 Wishing you all a fabulous 

Easter break. 

 Essendene PTA 

back on this event or any 

aspect of school life to me 

directly to:  

head@essendenelodge.sur

rey.sch.uk  

Many thanks also to the PTA 

for organising the Easter 

Mini Fayre and it was fan-

tastic to see children at the 

Easter Parade with their 

lovely art and craft crea-

tions.  As this was also Red 

Nose Day the school sup-

ported Comic Relief and 

children dressed up in re-

turn for a £1 donation.  

 

There is so much more to 

look forward to in the Sum-

mer Term such as the 

preparation of  our  KS2 

production of ‘Beauty and 

the Beast’, Science Week , 

Sports Day, class trips and 

the annual residential for 

Year 5/6 pupils. 

I hope you enjoy reading 

about the individual class 

and sporting achievements 

in this Newsletter.  A big 

thanks to Toby Libaert–Cox 

for his help in putting this 

newsletter together. On 

behalf of the staff I would 

like to wish you all a very 

restful Easter break......and 

of course a safe journey to 

the pupils and Miss Thabet 

and Mrs Dumphreys  who 

will be enjoying themselves 

on our annual ski trip!  

 

Mrs K Ali 

Headteacher 
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Tuesday saw us enjoying 

the storytelling prowess of 

Chris Connaughton who 

told us an amazing rendi-

tion of Rumpelstiltskin. We 

have never seen the chil-

dren so engrossed!  

Wednesday’s event was the 

very popular and ex-

tremely well supported 

Spelling Bee! We are proud 

to say that our class raised 

an amazing amount of 

money and we would like to 

thank you all for your gen-

erosity and support with 

this event.  

World Book day was the 

highlight of the week. On 

Thursday the children all 

Book Week was a huge suc-

cess and highly enjoyable. 

In Willow Class on Monday 

we had the pleasure of join-

ing forces with Mrs Robin-

son and Year 5 to discuss 

‘Heroes and Villains’. We 

explored how sometimes 

authors twist classic stories 

to give a different meaning, 

focussing mainly on the 

three little pigs where the 

wolf was actually a good 

wolf who was visiting his 

neighbours for a cup of 

sugar. The children were 

then set off in mixed groups 

to create raps about heroes 

being villains and villains 

being heroes. These were a 

great success.  

Oak News 

Willow News 
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We have had a very busy 

but fun half term!  

Oak Class have thoroughly 

enjoyed learning about a 

range of story books. The 

children made: hares and 

tortoises, gingerbread cot-

tages, fairy castles, fairies 

and witches, coloured sand 

bears, Elmer models, Mr 

Men characters and numer-

ous other pieces of art 

work. We also made mar-

malade and jam sand-

wiches for Paddington 

Bear's picnic, which the 

children enjoyed eating 

themselves! 

During Book Week, Recep-

tion class joined with Year 6 

to act out fairytale stories, 

make witches hats and 

wands and find words to 

describe wicked villains 

and brave heroes. Oak 

Class made a huge model 

of The Giant from 'Jack and 

the Beanstalk' and a glittery 

beanstalk for Jack to climb. 

The children listened atten-

tively to Chris Connaugh-

ton, the travelling story-

teller, who read examples 

of his own versions of fairy-

tales. 

Thank you also to parents 

who voluntarily came into 

school to read and discuss 

stories with the class. This 

was a perfect addition to 

the week's activities. 

We celebrated Mothers’ 

Day and Easter and learnt 

about the different tradi-

tions and festivities. The 

children made cards, 

Easter baskets, decorated 

Easter biscuits and carried 

out many other arts and 

crafts.  

In English this half term we 

have continued to concen-

trate on our phonics, read-

ing and writing and the 

children are really enjoying 

and are very proud of their 

independently written 

work. The children were 

excited about writing: their 

weekend news, descrip-

tions of characters from a 

wide range of different sto-

rybooks, writing a menu for 

Paddington Bear's picnic 

and writing about our own 

favourite stories. We regu-

larly practise our handwrit-

ing and this continues to 

improve. 

 

 In Maths we have solved 

addition and subtraction 

problems and have or-

dered numbers from one to 

twenty. The children have 

explored coins and their 

values and have taken part 

in role plays in shops buy-

ing and selling items. Oak 

Class have learnt how to 

read o’clock and half past 

the hour times. The chil-

dren have also made tally 

charts and have converted 

them into bar charts. 

Oak Class have worked 

extremely hard and have 

achieved so much this half 

term! Our next theme is 

‘The Jungle’ and we will 

learn about: living in the 

jungle, jungle animals, 

plants, flowers and trees in 

the jungle, jungle foods and 

'The Jungle Book' and other 

jungle stories. Oak Class 

will also be able to bring in, 

talk about and carry out 

activities on their favourite 

jungle books.  

Have a restful and peaceful 

holiday and I look forward 

to seeing you again on 

Wednesday 19th April 

2017. 

Mrs Wilson 

Wow, what a jampacked 

half term! The children 

have thoroughly enjoyed 

reading ‘The Town Mouse 

and The Country Mouse’ in 

support of our topic ‘Urban 

and Rural’. It was very en-

joyable reading their ver-

sions of the story and see-

ing such wonderful pro-

gress in their extended 

writing skills!  The children 

have created some brilliant 

dioramas in art/DT this half 

term, again reflecting the 

Urban and Rural theme, and 

are looking forward to 

bringing them home. 

 

looked magnificent in their 

costumes and so much ef-

fort had gone in to them! 

We were also joined by 

some visitors in the after-

noon, many thanks again to 

those Mums who came and 

shared their favourite sto-

ries with us!  

Friday saw the week con-

cluded nicely with a shar-

ing assembly where each 

class or class pairing 

shared with the rest of the 

school what they had learnt 

throughout the week. It was 

very interesting to see how 

everyone else had inter-

preted the theme. 
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Beech News 
With Pancake Day, a visit to 

the Science Museum, Book 

Week, Spring Concert and 

The Art Exhibition it’s been 

an amazing and busy half 

term!  The children are be-

coming more independent 

with their learning and us-

ing their initiative a lot 

more. 

In Maths the children have 

been revising written meth-

ods for all four operations 

and getting to grips with 

some tricky geometry.  

They have learned about 

parallel and perpendicular 

lines and are beginning to 

identify them in the envi-

ronment and various two 

dimensional polygons.  The 

children have also been 

revising equivalent frac-

tions and are consolidating 

their existing facts.  We 

have also enjoyed collect-

ing data and the children 

have made bar graphs rep-

resenting the data that had 

been collected. 

In English, we have been 

concentrating on making 

our writing more interest-

ing and have started to 

make our sentences start 

with a variety of words and 

also extended them using 

conjunctions.  The children 

have really enjoyed read-

ing Fantastic Mr Fox and 

The Jungle Book which has 

provided a platform for a 

lot of their writing. 

It’s hard to choose a high-

light from the half term but 

a particularly wonderful 

memory was our trip to the 

Science Museum.  The chil-

dren enhanced their learn-

ing about light and visited 

The Wonderlab which was 

spread out across seven 

different zones and they 

took take part in explosive 

demonstrations and shows.  

The children were very 

well behaved (despite all 

the delays!) and thoroughly 

enjoyed the trip.  We even 

managed to take a look at 

Tim Peake’s capsule which 

was on display at the mu-

seum. 

It’s been a fantastic end to 

the term and next term we 

look forward to another 

fantastic trip to The British 

Museum, Sports Day and 

the KS2 production. 

I hope you all have a restful 

Easter break. 

Ms Skinner and Mrs Smith 

Beech Class 

time gone?!) popular Bay Pond visit that 

saw us getting up close and 

personal with minibeasts 

and all sorts of pondlife. A 

thoroughly enjoyable trip 

that we hope the children 

will remember for a long 

time to come.  

The children have worked 

very hard this half term and 

some excellent progress 

has been made. It has been 

a whirlwind half term with 

lots of laughter and memo-

ries. We hope the children 

have a lovely restful Easter 

break ready for more hard 

work in the final term of 

Year 1! (Where has that 

There have been other ex-

tremely memorable mo-

ments this half term too. 

The children were visited 

by a librarian from Cater-

ham Valley Library who 

shared wonderful stories 

with us. The children were 

encouraged to look through 

a range of non-fiction books 

and were taught how a li-

brary works and how to join 

it. A great and interesting 

way to keep reading 

through longer holidays 

such as Easter and Summer 

and give the children expo-

sure to a variety of books 

too. There was also the very 
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Well, Apple class have had 

a wonderful and very busy 

Spring Term. We enjoyed 

participating in a very ex-

citing book week based on 

villains and heroes. We 

joined up with Year 4 

throughout the week to pro-

duce a variety of work and 

participate in a range of 

activities. We based our 

Book Week on the story of 

Sleeping Beauty and the 

film Maleficent. Children 

thoroughly enjoying watch-

ing the film and reading the 

traditional tale. Children 

created their own alterna-

tive ending to the story, 

role played the traditional 

tale of Sleeping Beauty, 

created wanted posters 

using descriptive language 

and wrote letters of apolo-

gies to Aurora from Malefi-

cent.  

On Wednesday 9th March 

we had a great day at 

Hever Castle to consolidate 

our learning on castles from 

last term and fuel our cur-

rent topic on fairy tales. We 

had a fantastic tour of the 

castle whilst dressed up in 

Tudor clothes. Apple class 

then participated in a crea-

tive workshop and made 

beautiful Tudor collars, 

which they enjoyed wear-

ing. The gift shop was of 

course also a highlight of 

the trip! 

In Mathematics this term 

children particularly en-

joyed our unit on measur-

ing. We used a variety of 

scales to weigh different 

objects and amounts. We 

filled vessels with water to 

explore capacity and used 

metre sticks and rulers to 

measure ourselves. Fur-

thermore, we measured the 

perimeter of the play-

ground and ran around the 

playground until we had 

covered 1 kilometre, it was 

exhausting!  

Apple class have been busy 

in Art and D.T this term too. 

We made beautiful Matisse 

inspired pictures for the Art 

Exhibition. Then we ex-

plored paper sculptures, 

where we used a variety of 

paper folding techniques. 

In addition to this, we also 

designed and baked fairy 

cakes, which were deli-

cious. 

Our English learning this 

term included fairy tales, 

poems and recounts. Apple 

class wrote their own fairy 

tales focusing on their story 

structures. We wrote po-

ems using a variety of po-

etry language include 

rhyming words, rhythm, 

onomatopoeia and allitera-

tion.  Finally we wrote a 

great recount on our trip to 

Hever Castle focusing on 

chronological order and 

punctuation.  

There is much to look for-

ward to in the Summer 

Yerm. I hope you have a 

fantastic Easter and restful 

holiday. 

Miss Bartlett  

Our short second term of 

Spring was kick-started 

with a fabulous Book Week. 

Cherry Class worked with 

Apple Class throughout the 

week and explored the ‘not

-so-evil’ character Malefi-

cent. We wrote letters, di-

ary entries, character 

sketches and alternative 

endings to the fairytale and 

the children really show-

cased their literacy skills. 

Another highlight was of 

course the fabulous Spring 

Concert; well done to those 

children who entertained 

parent and pupils alike with 

their talents. 

Greek myths and legends 

was our first topic in Eng-

lish. The children had great 

fun describing mythical 

settings, heroes and beasts 

when writing their own 

myth and wrote an alterna-

tive ending to the Myth of 

Icarus flying too near the 

sun. Later during our topic 

of non-chronological re-

ports the children wrote 

leaflets advertising the 

Hogwarts Tour Experience 

and school reports Hog-

warts style!  

The children enjoyed learn-

ing Roman numerals and 

deciphered riddles written 

in Roman numeral code. 

They consolidated their 

knowledge of measuring 

length and working with 

money. Later they built on 

their understanding of mul-

tiplication and division and 

revised 3-D shapes. The 

children found it quite 

tricky to build a variety of 

pyramids with marshmal-

lows but were rewarded 

when they were finally al-

lowed to eat their com-

pleted shapes.   

Our Science topic of Elec-

tricity gave the children 

hands- on experience to 

explore electric circuits 

and learn how to stay safe 

around electricity. They 

learnt how to make differ-

ent types of circuits and 

investigated how changing 

components in a circuit 

affects the brightness of a 

Cherry News 
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Maple News 

Another half term has flown 

by, and what a lot has been 

covered! 

To start, we visited the 

Natural History Museum to 

learn all about our Humani-

ties topic of earthquakes 

and volcanoes. Here, we 

had access to videos, fact 

files, rocks and a room that 

shook, revealing how scary 

it must have been to be 

involved in the Tohoku 

quake in Japan! As we were 

passing the Science Mu-

seum, we took full advan-

tage of the fact that Tim 

Peake’s space pod is cur-

rently being housed there. 

It was fascinating to see the 

vehicle in which he fell 

back to earth. It must have 

been exhilarating AND pet-

rifying! There were still 

scorch marks all over it. 

In line with our Science 

topic of Space, the children 

were given the task of cre-

ating a 3D model of our 

solar system. I must com-

mend all the children for 

their effort, as every model 

was incredibly creative and 

skilful. Hopefully the chil-

dren will remember the 

order of the planets now, 

although if they ever should 

forget, there is an acronym 

to help them remember – 

My (Mercury) Very (Venus) 

Evil (Earth) Mother (Mars) 

Just (Jupiter) Swatted 

(Saturn) Uncles (Uranus) 

Nose (Neptune). 

Despite it being a short 

term, the children have 

packed in lots of quality 

learning with exposure to 

algebra, missing angles, 

report writing and poetry. 

PSHE has been very excit-

ing this term as we consid-

ered the impact of immi-

grants and refugees on 

Great Britain. We then dis-

cussed politics further 

afield and had a very 

heated debate about the 

decisions currently being 

made in America by Donald 

Trump.  

During Book Week, we 

joined up with Willow class 

to explore what would hap-

pen if good characters 

turned bad, and vice versa. 

The children hot seated 

each other and took part in 

a drama workshop, before 

coming up with their own 

inventive raps about Smelly 

Cinderellie and Dumble-

dore the Dabber! They also 

had exposure to the quality 

story telling of Chris Con-

naughton who told us a riv-

eting and very scary ghost 

story which we went on to 

retell for homework. This 

experience seems to have 

inspired many pupils in KS2 

to become entertainers, 

and I was delighted that 

eleven children from Es-

sendene Lodge repre-

sented our school at the 

Purley and Coulsdon 

Drama Festival this year. 

They really did us proud as 

they were confident, pol-

ished, and very entertain-

ing. 

This happened at almost the 

same time as the Spring 

Concert which highlighted 

once more, how talented 

our pupils are. Alongside 

this, in PE the children con-

tinued to practice Jai Ho, 

their Bollywood inspired 

dance which they per-

formed in front of hundreds 

of onlookers at the Harle-

quin Theatre. It was a long 

and nerve-wracking day, 

but they all did us proud as 

they behaved impeccably. 

 We have been so fortunate 

to be part of the Primary 

School’s Project at Whitgift 

School. The children have 

bulb.   

The children have focused 

on Rivers and the Water 

Cycle this term in Geogra-

phy. They honed their re-

search skills to find out 

about the processes of a 

river and how rivers shape 

the landscape. As part of 

our learning we visited 

Bough Beech Reservoir, 

where we learnt all about 

how water is treated to 

make it safe for drinking 

and how we can use water 

economically. Well done to 

Pablo and Jake who had the 

opportunity to show off 

their geographical knowl-

edge when competing in a 

quiz at Caterham School. 

Linking our Art to water we 

explored the work of the 

Japanese artist and Print-

maker Hokusai and his fa-

mous print The Great Wave 

of Kangawa. We created 

our own print blocks using 

sponge, bubble wrap and 

string and the resulting 

prints were a great success. 

We then painted our own 

interpretations of the theme 

and the children had great 

fun creating underwater 

landscape using the felting 

technique.  

Next term our theme is 

‘Vikings’ and in Science we 

will be learning about our 

body, in particular the di-

gestive system and other 

internal organs. Science 

Week and the KS2 produc-

tion are promising to be 

another highlight in the 

final term of Year 4 

Wishing you all a happy 

and relaxing Easter break. 

Mrs Fenor-Lloyd 
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PE News 

This has been an eventful 

and action packed term for 

the children of Sycamore 

Class. 

Year 6 began the term sit-

ting their entrance exams 

for senior schools, and fin-

ished the term in the won-

derful position of having all 

achieved places at their 

chosen schools. I cannot 

over-emphasise the enor-

mous amount of effort and 

ability that has been put 

into this process by all of 

them. We are all enor-

mously proud of you and 

what you have achieved! 

In class we have been ex-

ploring the work of Rud-

yard Kipling, writing our 

own animal stories in 

Kipling’s style. This has 

allowed us to explore and 

improve our skills in under-

standing historical fiction. 

We have also explored non

-chronological reports, get-

ting across crucial informa-

tion in a concise and easy to 

understand manner. The 

highlight of the term how-

ever, was inevitably Book 

Week, with the children 

throwing themselves 

wholeheartedly into the 

detective stories and car-

toon strips. Both the chil-

dren and all the staff 

worked incredibly hard to 

make the week a success, 

and I would like to thank 

them all for their effort and 

enthusiasm! 

In Maths our work on calcu-

lation has concentrated 

upon selection of the most 

appropriate and efficient 

methods to achieve results 

and exploring the uses of 

algebra. 

In Science we have investi-

gated Darwin, The Origin of 

Species and natural selec-

tion. 

Our History topic this term 

has been Churchill, allow-

ing the children to discover 

the dramatic changes and 

events that took place dur-

ing the lifetime of this ex-

traordinary figure in British 

History. 

Next term we look forward 

to the challenges of our 

residential trip to the 

Bowles Outdoor Centre 

involving; kayaking, climb-

ing, abseiling, skiing and 

orienteering to name but a 

few of the exciting activities 

in store! 

I hope you all have a relax-

ing and enjoyable Easter, 

and look forward to the 

start of the Summer Term. 

 

Mr. Hodgkiss. 

We may have only had a short half term but we have managed to cram in a lot in PE and Games. We started off the half 

term with a Cross Country competition at Warlingham Park which was enjoyed with the lovely spring weather. We en-

tered 3 teams into the competition and out of 13 schools, our U9 runners: Leo, Sofia, Mae, Jake, Finley and Daniel came 

10th place as a team. Next were the U11 girls: Mia D, Mia M, Megan, Annabel, Phoebe and Lili who made it to a successful 

8th place. The U11 boys: Seamus, Zak, Taylor, Euan, Nathaniel and Rohan came in 4th place. The children have been work-

ing so hard on their running skills and for them to come in these positions is absolutely wonderful and proof of their hard 

work. A massive well done to all of the children that took part and a big thank you to all the parents that were able to 

come and support. 

The U10 netball team played netball against Warlingham Park with an astounding win of 12-2. The girls are becoming a 

well-oiled team and were able to support each other in both defence and attack. Warlingham Park were lucky with the 2 

quick goals they scored, but nothing was going to compete with our top goal scorer Elena Arveschoug managing to score 

all 12 points! The girls continued to show team passion throughout the game and were gracious winners. Well done to 

everyone that played and again thank you for the support of our parents. 

The Junior football teams have had a very successful season, winning a majority of their matches. The under 11 A Team 

had access to software and 

resources which have 

brought learning to life. 

They have played rugby,  

created their own interac-

tive quiz, learned coding, 

played with microbots, ex-

perienced Chemistry in a 

laboratory, and learned 

music in a concert hall! On 

top of this, we were also 

Thank you for all again for 

your support this term and I 

look forward to seeing you 

all back at school after a 

well-earned break. 

 

Mrs Robinson 

Maple Class 

invited to view the WW1 

exhibition which was infor-

mative and fascinating. 

Finally, the children had a 

great time at the cinema 

where they saw Beauty and 

the Beast brought to life. I 

hope this has fuelled their 

fire for the end of year pro-

duction. 
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have benefited from great contributions from the boys in Year 5. This young team has developed greatly over the 

course of the season, which bodes very well for their senior season next year as a ‘full’ Under 11 team. I would par-

ticularly like to note the excellent performances of Seamus Holton and Taylor Lovatt, playing mainly in attack, but 

also Zak Mihalop, Abinow Robert in mid-field and Henry Hodgkiss in goal. Keep up the good work boys! 

The development teams in Years 3 and 4 have played their first competitive games this year and Year 2 also at-

tended a coaching and development visit to Hawthorns School. Some great performances from Daniel Shepherd, 

Jack Murphy, Leo Bradshaw-Haydock, Jake Scott and in Year 2 Reece Lovatt and Marcel Ottoy show great promise 

for the future. 

Well done on making great progress this year, we’re looking forward to next season already! 

The Star Steppers performance was exhausting and fun for everyone! We all enjoyed the excitement of being on 

stage and everyone represented the school well. It was the final time that Jai Ho! will be performed and it went out 

with a bang. Thank you to all the parents for supplying the fantastic costumes and again for showing support by 

coming to watch your children on stage. It was an afternoon full of excitement and I think all of the children en-

joyed the experience and will remember the day for some time. 

The U9 girls were invited to a training tournament at Croydon High where they were in mixed teams with children 

from other schools. They were coached by children from the High School that were allocated ‘managers’. This 

gave the girls experience of playing different positions as well as playing against their own peers. It was a fun af-

ternoon and enjoyed by everyone. Well done girls for representing your school in such a mature manner. 

We have enjoyed learning and building on existing skills in Hockey this term. Everyone has been able to put these 

skills to the test matches, shown improvement in skills and learnt new ones along the way. Well done everyone. 

We have begun practising for Sports Day too in Athletics! It’s not long away and all children are getting exciting. 

Everyone has improved their skills learnt in previous years in long jump, javelin and shot put which will make this 

year’s annual competition even more exciting. 

Mrs Dumphreys and myself have enjoyed teaching Year 3 and 4 swimming this term and are really pleased with 

the progress they have made. All children have succeeded in completing and receiving certificates and we would 

like to say a big congratulations to everyone. We look forward to welcoming Year 6 to the pool in the Summer 

Term as well as organising our annual Interhouse Swimming Competition. 

Certificates and Awards: 

Swimming 

Jack Murphy: Level 5; Jake Scott: Level 5; Nia Simbo: 15m backcrawl; Leticia Masiero: 15m backcrawl; Porscha 

Smith: 10m backcrawl; Riya Panchoo: 25m backcrawl; Steven Silveira: 15m backcrawl; Viktor Rose: 25m back-

crawl; Daniel Shepherd: 25m backcrawl; Pablo Maddocks: Level 5; Alice Stuart: Level 5; Mae Warner: Personal 

Survival 1; Maya Paranthaman: Personal Survival 1; Keyan Etherington: Level 5; Benjy Ellison: Personal Survival 1; 

Leo Bradshaw-Haydock: Personal Survival 1; Finley Manning: Level 7; Rhys Wintle: Continued effort; Sofia Wintle: 

Level 7 

PE 

Marcel Ottoy: Longest shot put throw KS1: 10m 30cm; Rohan Panchoo: Longest shot put throw KS2: 15m 20cm 

Netball 

Elena Arveschoug: Outstanding goals scored; Sofia Wintle: Continued improvement; Mia Dumphreys: Outstanding 

improvement; Lili Roach: Excellent defense; Rosie Simon: Continued improvement  

Football 

Zak Mihalop: Great performances 

in every position; Daniel Shepherd: 

Great performances in attack and 

midfield; Henry Hodgkiss: Some 

great performance in goal; Taylor 

Lovatt: Outstanding play in mid-

field and attack; Seamus Holton: 

Scoring some fabulous goals; Leo 

Bradshaw-Haydock: Performance 

all over the pitch; Jack Murphy: 

Some outstanding performances in 

attack 
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Purley and Coulsdon Speech and Drama Festival 

Rotary Club Crocus Maze 

The 73 rd Purley and Coulsdon Speech and Drama Festival 

On Saturday 11 th and Saturday 18 th , pupils from Essendene learned and then presented either a set poem or a 

Shakespeare piece in front of an audience and an adjudicator. The children were polished and entertaining and 

each one added something unique and special to their own interpretations. The feedback for all pupils was in-

credibly positive and encouraging and I hope that the children in Year 6 will go on to participate in these events 

next year as they move on to secondary school. 

Although every child is a winner in our eyes, I would like to congratulate Mia McAllen and Nathaniel Frost for com-

ing first in their category. 

On 14th March Mrs. Ali, along with 

Kirtana Pillay and Euan Campbell 

our Head Girl and Head Boy at-

tended the opening of the new Ro-

tary Club Crocus Maze in Queen’s 

Park. The building of the garden 

was supported by fundraising 

events at Essendene earlier this 

year. The Rotary Club has been 

working to help eradicate Polio 

around the world for 30 years. The 

unveiling of the maze includes a 

stone to remember the contribution 

made by the children at Es-

sendene. A big thank you all who 

contributed! 



Star of the Week assemblies remain as popular this year and there is much excitement on a   Friday morning in an-

ticipation of names and house points.  Our House Captains this year have taken their roles very seriously and are 

very diligent when it comes to counting the house points! 

The stars of the week: 

Oak:  Isobel Ellison, Poppy Tomei, Ethan Hollywood, Ehi Azenabor, Laila Eldessouki 

Willow:  Gabriella Edwards, Harry Lyles-Clarke, Valentino Gennari, Arthur Craig, Amelia Dickson- Laundy 

Apple: Ryan Frost, Imogen Ratcliffe, Leyla Betez, Emma Tagliarini, Reece Lovatt 

Beech:  Benjy Ellison, Keyan Etherington, Nia Simbo, Viktor Rose, Leticia Masiero 

Cherry:  Finley Manning, Pablo Maddocks, Sofia Wintle, Steven Silveira, Daniel Shepherd 

Maple: Aidan McAllen, Elena Arveschough, Saria Simbo, Zak Mihalop , Seamus Holton 

Sycamore: Charley Berbuto, Lili Roach, Nathaniel Frost, Kirtana Pillay, Nathaniel Frost 

Stars Of  The Half Term 
Well done to all our pupils who worked consistently  

hard to earn their star of the half term award. 

Oak:  Callum Watt 

Willow:   Charlie Robinson 

Apple: Hugo Watt 

Beech: Keyan Etherington 

Cherry:  Riya Panchoo 

Maple: Aidan McAllen 

Sycamore:   Rohan Panchoo 

House Points:  

The houses continue to perform well and as we still have a term to go there is still catch up time! Well done to all the 

houses and house captains for continuing to work hard to earn housepoints for the coveted  end of year trophy. 

Leeds: 662  Hever: 635  Windsor: 627  Arundel: 689 

Well done to the House of Arundel for scoring the most house points this half term! 

Punctuality Cup 
 Well done to the following classes for the most attendance and for being here on time at 8.30am! 

Week 1: Cherry Class Week 2: Beech & Sycamore Class Week 3: Willow Class Week 4: Cherry & Sycamore Class 

Reminders 
 PLEASE DO NOT PARK YOU CAR ILLEGALLY!  THIS INCLUDES BLOCKING DRIVEWAYS, DOUBLE 

YELLOW LINES AND ON THE FOOTPATH IN FRONT OF SCHOOL. SURREY POLICE ARE PATROLLING 

AND TICKETS WILL BE ISSUED WITHOUT WARNING! 

 Please keep your child off school for 48 hours after a bout of sickness and diarrhoea, it is not helpful to 

us to send your child to school medicated with calpol – this means the child is not well enough for school 

 Please ensure your child is booked into After School Care/Breakfast Club 24 hours in advance. Chil-

dren must be collected from ASC by 6pm at the latest. If you are late it maybe helpful to ‘buddy up’ with 

another parent and ask them to collect your child to avoid extra charges. 

 Uniform checks will take place in the Summer Term. Please ensure your child is in full regulation 

Summer uniform including hats/caps.  Coats and shoes must not be of colour other than black/blue. Girls 

hair must be tied back neatly away from face. 
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Stars Of  The Week 

Head Teacher Stickers 
The following children are to be congratulated for 

earning the most house points during this half term! 

They all received a Headteacher sticker!  

Leeds: Marcel Ottoy, Pablo Maddocks Aidan McAllen, 

Gabriella Photiou 

Hever:  Kirtana Pillay, Sami Silveira, Seamus Holton, 

Jake Scott 

Windsor:  Ryan Frost, Anabela Rose, Finley Manning, 

Riya Panchoo 

Arundel: Lili Roach, Sofia Wintle 
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On Friday March 10th, children from Years 2 to 6 took part in a talent show extravaganza in the Community Hall. 

There were jokes, gymnasts, actors, singers, dancers and even a story teller! Many parents and pupils came up to 

me afterwards to tell me about their favourite moments, and most of these were different. It seems that we managed 

to fit in something for everyone.  

I hope the children are as proud of themselves as we are of them. Well done to everyone who was involved.  

A special thank you to all the parents who helped the children to practise and prepare at home, as well as Mrs Ali, 

Mr Hodgkiss, Mrs Cheung and Miss Nightingale for their help in pulling together the final show.  

Spring Concert 
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Book Week 
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The children enjoyed a wonderful Book Week earlier this term. Based upon our theme of Heroes and Villains the 

children explored characters and stories together. The visit of storyteller and author Chris Connaughton bril-

liantly brought to life the art of storytelling for the children, along with some wonderful work by all the class 

teachers to make this a very special week of learning. Finally I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the 

parents for making such an enormous effort with costumes on World Book Day itself! 
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Whitgift School Visit 

The children of Years 5 

and 6 spent a week 

studying at Whitgift 

school this half-term. 

This gave them a bril-

liant opportunity to 

experience the rou-

tines and expectations 

of a senior school. 

Over the course of the 

week they explored a 

number of computing 

skills - website build-

ing, animation, video 

creation and editing. 

They also benefitted 

from a rugby coaching 

session from the Whit-

gift coaching team, 

Mandarin lessons and 

a science topic explor-

ing change of state - 

one of which produced 

the biggest explosion 

most of us have ever 

experienced! 
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Champions 

Book Week Costume Winners 

Although all the children (and 

parents!) made a huge effort 

with their costumes for World 

Book Day, the following chil-

dren stood out and were our 

prize winners:- 

Pre-School - Maxwell 

Reception - Mahi 

Year 1 - Arthur 

Year 2 - Imogen 

Year 3 - Benjy 

Year 4 - Jack 

Year 5 - Saria 

Year 6 Isabella 

On Friday 17th March a team 

from years 4 and 5 competed 

in the Caterham School Geog-

raphy competition. 

The team led the competition 

from start to finish, ending up 

comfortable winners out of the 

eight teams from other local 

prep schools and Caterham 

themselves. 

We are all immensely proud 

of this achievement, particu-

larly given the strength of the 

opposition! The trophy is on 

display in reception. 

A big well done to the team 

members- 

Aidan McAllen 

Henry Hodgkiss 

Seamus Holton 

Abinow Robert 

Pablo Maddocks 

Jake Scott 



We would like to wish the following 

children who have had or will have 

their birthdays in March and April a 

very Happy Birthday 

 Acorn 

Teddy Scarffe, Ethan Orioha, Beatrice 

Friar 

  

  

 

Oak 

Harry Stafford-Hill, Tom Stafford-Hill, 

Ethan Hollywood & Henry Vernon 

 Willow 

Valentino Gennari 

Apple 

Imogen Ratcliffe & Stanley King 

 Beech 

Viktor Rose, Nia Simbo & Rhys Wintle 

 Cherry 

Riya Panchoo, Maya Paranthaman, 

Jake Scott & Pablo Maddocks 

 Sycamore 

Lili Roach & Euan Campbell 
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Essendene Lodge School 

Essendene Road 

Caterham 

Surrey 

CR3 5PB 

Phone: 01883 348 349 

E-mail: 

office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk 

Important Dates For the Summer Term 

Birthdays 

New Joiners 

New Baby 
We would like to congratulate Mr & Mrs 

Azenabor on the birth of their new baby 

daughter Efe Angel Azenabor, 

born 20/02/2017, weight - 7Ibs 6oz.- a 

sister for Ese in Year 2 and Ehi in Recep-

tion 

We would like to welcome Cameron 

and Archie Swain who will be joining 

Essendene Lodge in Year 6 and Year 

2.  

18th April  Staff Inset 

19th April  First Day of Term 

20th April  Open Morning 

25th-28th April                 Bowles Residential Trip Y5 & 6 

27th April  Perform Drama Workshop – PS – Y2  

3rd May  Year 5 Maths Challenge – Royal Russell 

18th May  Instrumental Recital – 1.30pm 

22nd May  Y6 Sutton Life Centre 

26th May  Coffee Morning 

26th May  PS & Rec Visit to Chessington 

29th May-2nd June  HALF TERM 

6th-9th June  Level 2 – Y6 Bikeability 

12th June  Science Week 

15th June  Year 3 visit to British Museum 

20th June  Sports Day (back up 27th June) 

22nd June  Swimming Gala – Croydon High 

5th July   Meet the Teacher Evening 

6th/7th July  KS2 Performance 

10th July  Transition Morning 

10th July  Parent Consultations 

11th July  Prize Giving 

12th July   Last day of term – School finishes at noon 

13th July-11th Aug Holiday Club 

mailto:office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk

