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ESSENDENE  NEWS 

News From The Head 
Dear Parents 

Welcome to our first news-

letter of this academic year. 

A very warm welcome to 

our new pupils and new 

staff notably Miss Sullivan 

in Year 3. It has been a very 

productive start to the term 

and the children have set-

tled well into their new rou-

tines. We still have some 

challenges to overcome for 

a few classes such as the 

ability to change in and out 

PE kits without wasting 

time, the ability to tie own 

shoe laces and being or-

ganised for the day. As a 

team we are working on 

these areas and we can see 

improvements in some pu-

pils already. Your co-

operation and support in 

this matter is fully appreci-

ated. 

Year 6 have settled com-

fortably into their new roles 

and we have a good group 

of children representing 

The School Council. The 

School Council’s first initia-

tive of the year was the 

Cake Sale which always 

takes place in aid of the 

Gifted Girls Fund for our 

partner school in Malawi. I 

am pleased to inform you 

that we have raised 

£271.00 which is phenome-

nal amount and I will be 

sure to pass this onto the 

GGF so that more girls can 

benefit from a secondary 

school education. Since this 

initiative was started it has 

been heartening to know 

that with the effort of the 

Cake Sale alone three girls 

have now graduated and 

more have joined the pro-

gramme. Another hisotrical 

good cause the school com-

munity has raised money 

for is the Jeans for Genes 

charity, this year the 

amount of was £133.00. 

Thank you to the parents 

and pupils for their kind 

generosity for both events. 

It was lovely to see so many 

parents at our annual Har-

vest Assembly on Mon-

day. The children were as 

usual delightful with their 

singing about vegetables, 

farming and food waste. 

Our visiting speaker Major 

Church from the Salvation 

Army thoroughly enjoyed 

the performance and was 

able to thank the children 

for the donations of food 

items for local people. He 

was also able to take your 

donations of food items to 

distribute in the area to 

those who need it most. 

Thank you to Mrs Cheung 

for preparing the pupils, 

this year we had an African 

theme within the festival to 

coincide with our prepara-

tion for Malawi. As many of 

you know I will be visiting 

Malawi during this half term 

break, I have been totally 

heartened by all the sup-

port received by parents. 

Many have donated station-

ary items, a group of mums 

held a get together at Mrs 

McEleney’s house one 

evening to make the packs 

for our ‘Days for Girls’ pro-

ject. You may have also 

seen us in the local press 

promoting this from the 

workshop we held in the 

school during the Summer 

Term. Whilst the whole 

school community has been 

galvanised for this worthy 

cause, a special thanks 

must go to the following 

parents for the effort they 

have put in to ensure my 

visit is a resounding suc-

cess. A huge thank you to: 

Marlene (Henry and Dan-

iel's mum), Victoria (Elena’s 

mum), Pex (Shreya’s mum), 

Victoria ( Laurence and 

Emma’s mum), Radka 

( Richard’s mum), Ellie 

(Joey’s mum), Lucia 

(Anabela and Viktor’s 

mum), Gill (Phoebe’s mum) 

and of course Sarah Good-

win under whose guidance 

and experience we have 

benefitted greatly. Addi-

tionally, Shreya’s parents, 

Stanley’s mum (Year 3) and 

George’s mum (Year 4) 

have donated a vast amount 

of stationary items that 

were on the wish list from 

Malawi – thank you to all! 

As well as the above items I 

will be taking 3 laptops 

which have been pur-

chased from ‘Computers for 

Africa’ who sell second 

hand but good working 

computers for third world 

countries, a few big story-

books for their infants sec-

tion, many uniform items 

including plimsolls and 

each class have made an 

activity for me to take so 

that I can carry out some 

lessons with pupils at 

Msalura Primary School. 

This will tell them about life 

in the UK. I will also check 

which types of infrastruc-

ture we can invest in with 

the remainder of the mon-

ey. It is my intention to 

keep parents and pupils 

informed of developments 

through twitter and school 

newsletters next term. 

The Parent Teacher Associ-

ation AGM and ‘Meet Team 

Essendene’ evening earlier 

in the term was useful as it 

gave parents’ 

the opportunity to catch up 

with their child’s class 

teacher and other staff who 

teach across the school as 

well as other parents in a 

relaxed atmosphere. All 

members of the PTA stood 

down and some have been 

re-elected to run for anoth-

er year whilst some very 

kindly offered to take over 

from the previous mem-

bers. Through various fund 

raising activities, the PTA 

have helped to fund many 

initiatives for the school and 

our new goals is to invest in 

i-pads across the class-

rooms as well as add an 

activity trail in the play-

ground. The biggest PTA 

event is usually the Christ-

mas Fayre, this will be held 

on 9th December – do re-

serve this date in your diary 

as it can only be a success 

with everyone’s support. 

Also, of course there will be 

the very successful Hallow-

een Disco during the 

half term break. 

There is so much more to 

look forward to next half 

term such as Anti-Bullying 

week, Children in Need, 

Pantomime, Parents’ Even-

ing, Carol Singing, Nativity, 

Christmas Fayre and so 

much more!! 

On behalf of the staff I 

would like to thank you for 

your continued support and 

wish you all a relaxing half 

term break 

 

Mrs K Ali 

Headteacher 
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PTA News 

Firstly, We would like to 

take this opportunity to wel-

come this year’s PTA. A 

massive thanks to those 

parents standing again and 

also to our new members as 

well. Our first meeting was 

held this week and it was a 

good opportunity for every-

one to get to know each 

other, and discuss projects 

and events leading up to 

Christmas.   

Nicky will be having a 

meeting with Mrs Ali to dis-

cuss the PTA fundraising 

and objectives for the com-

ing year. 

So what’s on this term… 

The key event for this half 

term is the ever popular 

Halloween Disco on Friday 

27th October 2017, 6pm to 

8pm at St John’s Church. I 

Clareville Road, Caterham 

Valley, CR3 6LA.. 

You can purchase ticket via 

your PTA class rep or the 

school office.  Tickets will 

be on sale on the door on 

the night but could you 

please contact Nicky—

nicky.mihalop@landg.com 

or mobile 07732 567464, as 

this will help with the num-

bers for catering.  There 

will be music and dancing 

and lots of spooky fun….. 

Next half term we have the 

major fundraiser of the 

school year, The Christmas 

Fayre on Saturday 9 De-

cember 11am to 2pm.  Last 

years’ Fayre was a resound-

ing success and we raised 

over £2000 which was a 

fantastic achieve-

ment.  There will be a great 

variety of stalls, gifts & 

games and we hope that we 

will be able to bring back 

Santa in his fabulous Grotto 

again.  Please spread the 

word to family and friends 

as everyone is welcome 

Other Christmas fund-

raising initiatives including 

Christmas Trees and North-

brook Gift Wrap will soon 

be communicated via Par-

ent-mail and your purchase 

of any of these products will 

directly benefit the PTA. 

Another reminder for eve-

ryone to please register for 

Easyfundraising for your 

internet purchases and if 

you are a Facebook user 

please join the Essendene 

PTA Group. 

Don’t forget to use your 

class reps to pass thoughts 

and ideas to the PTA for 

current and future events. If 

you are unsure who your 

rep is then please ask. We 

cannot reach our targets 

without you. 

Happy half term and see 

you at the Halloween Disco. 

The Essendene PTA 

Acorn News 

Your children are amaz-

ing!!! They have settled 

well,have quickly learnt all 

the routines and are begin-

ning to work,play and have 

fun with each other. Beauti-

ful friendships in the mak-

ing! The children have re-

sponded really well to our 

topic on ‘People who help 

us.’ They have enjoyed 

learning about the many 

things you do for them at 

home. Similarly they en-

joyed finding out who eve-

ryone at school is. We met 

Mrs Fortune and Mrs 

Haydock in the office to see 

all the busy jobs they do. 

Your children loved peek-

ing into Year six and seeing 

what the ‘big’ children look 

like. We then went to see 

Mr Parker and thank him 

for the delicious meals at 

lunchtime. The children 

were very fortunate to be 

invited into Mrs Ali’s office . 

Mrs Ali told them all about 

her role in school . They 

were shown the brilliant 

tapestry that hangs up in 

Mrs Ali’s office to celebrate 

the 50th Anniversary of the 

school and the amazing 

contribution the whole 

school made to it. Mrs Ali 

then read the children a 

story and they all sang’ Five 

little ducks’ . She had a cap-

tive audience! We have 

been very lucky to go to 

Godstone Fire Station. The 

firemen made the children 

feel very welcome, while 

letting them hold a hose, try 

on a fireman’s jacket and 

explain the job they do. The 

firemen were called out on 

two emergencies but still 

made time for the children 

on their return. The chil-

dren have also met a doc-

tor, a nurse and a vet. We 

are very grateful to them 

for giving up their time. 

Your children are really 

enjoying listening to stories 

in class,which is wonderful 

to see as we hope to nur-

ture a life long joy of read-

ing. Thank you for your 

support with these first but 

vital steps. Your children 

are really enjoying phon-

ics. I believe they all know 

‘round the apple and down 

the leaf’ to form the letter 

‘a’ and so many more! Bra-

vo children! We are all 

enjoying our number work 

too. There are always num-

ber songs to sing, num-

bers in the environment 

and a variety of different 

number games to play. 

They have also had experi-

ence with pattern, shape 

and Venn diagrams. There 

has been lots of learning in 

a very short time and your 

children are a credit to you 

when noting how much they 

have taken in and how well 

they have settled. We wish 

you all a happy half term 

break with lots of lovely 

moments together with fam-

ily and friends. 

 

Pre School Team 
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 What a wonderful start to 

the year we have had! The 

children have settled bril-

liantly into the new Recep-

tion Class routines and 

have been working very 

hard. 

The children have thor-

oughly enjoyed learning 

about people who help us 

and Autumn. This has in-

cluded discovering inter-

esting facts and infor-

mation about: vets, doc-

tors, firemen, police, am-

bulance and hospital work-

ers, teachers, the seasons, 

changing weather and so 

much more! The children 

have even been on an out-

ing to the fire station, 

where they met real fire-

men and were able to 

squirt water with the hose. 

They were visited by a vet 

and a doctor and have 

been on Autumn walks, 

collecting fallen leaves and 

conkers. They also had fun 

playing in the role play 

corner pretending to do 

household chores! The 

children took pleasure in 

making a class Autumn 

tree from handprints, de-

signing helping hands, 

creating a class photo tap-

estry, drawing, painting, 

collaging, junk modelling, 

working on the writing 

table and the Mathematics 

table and carrying out free 

choice activities, arts and 

crafts. 

In English we have made 

an excellent start to our 

phonic work, with children 

discovering the letter 

sounds and beginning to 

blend these to make 

words. We have had lots of 

fun following the Read 

Write inc. scheme and 

learning the different 

sounds and rhymes for 

each letter. The children 

are taking pleasure begin-

ning to experiment with 

writing single letters, 

words and simple sentenc-

es independently. 

In Mathematics we have 

been sorting objects into 

groups, making repeated 

patterns and counting and 

ordering numbers up to 

twenty. We have also be-

gun to look at addition us-

ing practical and interac-

tive whiteboard activities 

and in written form. The 

children have been finding 

out about 2D and 3D 

shapes and have explored 

using different shapes to 

make shape patterns and 

pictures. 

Willow News 

Oak News 

Wow, what a whirlwind 

first half term! The children 

have thoroughly enjoyed 

reading ‘The Egg’ and 

‘Knuffle Bunny’. It was 

great fun creating babble 

talk together in the style of 

the story!  The children 

have created some bril-

liant art work this half term 

for the art display outside 

our classroom. This is very 

eye catching and I hope 

you get the opportunity to 

see it. It has been a learn-

ing curve for the children 

this first half term in Willow 

Class they have settled in 

very well. 

Of course, there have been 

extremely memorable mo-

ments this half term. The 

visit to Leeds Castle was 

thoroughly enjoyed by all! 

The children did very well 

in their workshop they 

performed the story very 

well and shone with confi-

dence. During the visit 

inside the castle the chil-

dren answered questions 

well and showed off their 

learning. They were also 

very polite and well-

mannered to the members 

of the public, well done! 

The children have worked 

very hard this half term 

and some good progress 

has been made. The chil-

dren have shown a good 

understand of the 2 times 

tables and adding. In Eng-

lish they are beginning to 

show they are able to form 

their letters correctly but 

need to keep up the prac-

tise for this to become hab-

it. All the children should 

now concentrate on using 

the broad phonic 

knowledge they have 

gained in reception and in 

this first half term of Year 1 

to further progress their 

reading, concentrating on 

word meaning, decoding 

and inference. 

The children have created 

a wonderful teabag mon-

tage piece for Mrs Ali’s trip 

to Malawi. This is made up 

of small pictures created 

by the children of what life 

is like in Surrey and then 

sealed in empty teabags. 

Mrs Ali will be 

using this 

piece to teach 

lessons at our 

partner school 

– Mselura Pri-

mary School, 

about British 

culture and life 

for the students 

of Essendene 

Lodge.  

A jam packed half term 

with lots of laughter and 

memories. We hope the 

children have a lovely rest-

ful half term ready for 

more excitement in the 

second half of the autumn 

term. We will be preparing 

for the Nativity production, 

celebrating remembrance 

day and exploring our new 

topic, Bones! 

Miss Nightingale 

 

Well done Oak Class for a 

fantastic start to this year 

and we look forward to the 

excitement of the Nativity,  

Christmas and our theme 

of Fantastic Food next half 

term. 

Have a restful and enjoya-

ble half term break. 

Mrs Wilson 
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Beech News 

What a fantastic start to the 

year! Apple class have 

settled in well and have 

been working super hard. 

We have particularly en-

joyed conducting research 

and learning all about Ma-

lawi and different climates 

in Geography. We have 

been looking at the differ-

ences and similarities be-

tween Malawi and the U.K, 

which the children showed 

great interest in. 

 

This term we have started 

to focus on cursive hand-

writing, which the children 

have been very excited 

about and keen to practise. 

This will continue to be a 

focus throughout the year 

with the aim to develop a 

cursive handwriting style 

that suits the individual 

child. 

 

In Mathematics children 

have been working hard 

on their mental maths as 

well as collecting data and 

putting it into bar charts 

and pictograms. Further-

more, children have been 

working well on their times 

tables and learning about 

division. 

 

In English this term we 

have been focusing on 

writing personal letters 

paying particular attention 

to the layout. We have also 

been looking at poetry and 

identifying poetry lan-

guage including repetition, 

rhyme, rhythm, alliteration 

and onomatopoeias. Chil-

dren had great fun produc-

ing their own poems about 

the farm. 

 

Our visit to the local li-

brary linked to our PHSEE 

topic ‘Our Community’. 

We participated in story 

time at the library and a 

talk about the services 

provided there. The chil-

dren behaved impeccably 

and had a fantastic time. 

 

Next term we look forward 

to learning all about 

‘Significant People’ we will 

be researching both Flor-

ence Nightingale and Mary 

Seacole. We will learn 

about the Crimean war and 

participate in ‘A day in the 

life of Mary Seacole and 

Florence Nightingale’ the 

day will include dressing 

up, role play and Victorian 

games and school life. I 

hope you all have a fantas-

tic and restful half term. 

 

Miss Bartlett 

The children and I have 

quickly settled into Year 

3, and we have enjoyed 

our first half term in 

Beech Class! The new 

children have quickly 

adjusted to Beech Class, 

and it is wonderful to see 

how happy and settled 

they are, and how friend-

ly and welcoming the rest 

of the class have been! It 

is clear to see how each 

member of the class are 

growing in confidence 

with their learning, as 

well as developing their 

social skills such as team-

work. They are also ad-

justing to the responsibil-

ities and expectations of 

behaviour and work in 

their first year in the Jun-

iors. 

In English, we have been 

they get to our supermar-

kets. Beech Class had the 

important job of discussing 

and debating what the vital 

fair trade money should be 

spent on when it gets back 

to the farming villages. 

They found this discussion 

very important and difficult 

as they wanted the money 

to help in lots of different 

ways. We also investigated 

different vegetables and 

foods that were farmed in 

Malawi, where the children 

excitedly examined maize, 

cassava, tea leaves and 

sweet potatoes, using their 

senses to describe the 

foods. 

As we look forward to the 

next half term, we will be 

looking at how we can be-

come more independent 

as learners, as well as con-

classifying 2D shapes. 

Beech class are always 

enthusiastic in Maths, they 

enjoy practising their times 

tables and counting in 50s 

and 100s. 

The children have really 

enjoyed looking at their 

bones in Science this half 

term, as well as examining 

their own food diaries to 

see if they have a balanced 

diet. Whilst investigating 

bones, the children also 

measured their legs and 

their skulls to find out if 

taller children have bigger 

bones. 

Geography this half term 

has all been about Malawi 

as Mrs Ali prepares to visit 

in October. We have been 

finding out about how dif-

ferent foods like bananas 

and tea are grown and how 

looking at Roald Dahl, and 

the children have been 

enthusiastically describing 

sweets with special pow-

ers. They have been com-

ing up with fantastic adjec-

tives, using alliteration and 

rhyming to create instruc-

tions based on George’s 

Marvellous Medicine. They 

have enjoyed their work 

with instructions, and this 

clearly shows through how 

creative their potions 

were! Beech class have 

also looked at poetry, 

where they have enthusias-

tically performed chants 

and had a go at creating 

their own. 

In Maths, we have been 

busy practising our parti-

tioning and place value of 

numbers with three digits, 

as well as drawing and 

Apple News 



panded noun phrases and 

relative clauses to make 

our work more even more 

interesting. I have loved 

teaching the children 

about poetry as they have 

really taken to the freedom 

and creativity that comes 

from this style of writing. 

Our Humanities topic this 

term had us exploring the 

world where we live with a 

focus on Africa. As well as 

examining our planet and 

the various climates and 

biomes which exist, our 

Science topic has led us to 

consider the reason why 

we have day, night and 

seasons. The children now 

understand why it appears 

that the sun rises in the 

4/25 into a percentage by 

knowing that percent 

means per 100. 

In English, we have stud-

ied the work of Kipling 

including The Jungle Book 

and his Just So Stories lead-

ing to our own animal in-

spired narratives. Our non-

fiction writing centred 

around biographies and 

autobiographies and I en-

joyed reading about the 

pupil’s lives so far when 

they wrote a page from 

their own imaginary web-

site! Maple Class has been 

building on their 

knowledge of English 

grammar and this half term 

we have been using differ-

ent sentence types, ex-

Maple News 
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Cherry News 

It is hard to believe that 

half a term has passed al-

ready however, the chil-

dren have settled quickly 

into the pace of Year 5. 

In Maths, we have focused 

heavily on the importance 

of our number system; 

knowing how place value 

influences what happens to 

numbers when different 

operations are applied. 

We have also started to 

learn about statistics and 

the way in which infor-

mation is recorded and 

interpreted. I have been 

very impressed with the 

children’s ability to prob-

lem solve. For example, 

they quickly worked out 

how to turn the fraction 

east and sets in the west. 

Additionally, they can rec-

ognise that the earth spins 

at a 23° angle whilst 

‘wobblng’ and this is the 

reason why we have warm 

summers and cold winters. 

Our learning culminated in 

a visit to Winchester Sci-

ence Centre where we 

delighted in the wonders 

of our solar system during 

our workshop in the plane-

tarium. 

I have been overwhelmed 

with the children’s commit-

ment to extra-curricular 

activities such as fund rais-

ing for charities such as 

Genes for Jeans and the 

cake sale which will pro-

vide essential equipment 

In Cherry class we have 

settled into Year four and 

have got used to our new 

routines after the summer 

break. The children have 

been practising hard for 

the Harvest Festival and 

have taken a lot of pride in 

the song that they have 

had to learn. The children 

have also been working 

hard during art lessons to 

prepare some items for 

Mrs Ali to take to Malawi 

which has sparked their 

interest and strengthened 

the link between the two 

schools. In addition, the 

geography topic has deep-

ened their understanding 

of the country. 

 

In Maths, the children have 

been working hard to re-

vise and refine the written 

methods they have learned 

to solve calculations in-

volving the four opera-

tions. Furthermore they 

are beginning to solve 

challenging two step word 

problems. The children 

have also constructed their 

first line graph showing 

continuous data. They also 

enjoyed conducting their 

own survey, displaying the 

data in a graph and draw-

ing conclusions from it. 

 

In English, the children 

really enjoyed reading 

stories from a fantasy set-

ting such as The Green 

Ship and Where the Wild 

Things Are. They loved 

creating their own charac-

ters and settings whilst 

using their imaginations. 

Using The True Story of the 

Three Little Pigs, the chil-

dren created a range of 

recounts in the form of a 

diary, report and newspa-

per. They learned how to 

write direct speech and 

begun to understand re-

ported speech. 

 

In Science, the children 

really enjoyed learning 

about electricity. Numer-

ous experiments were 

planned by the children 

and they were immersed 

in investigating how the 

wires, bulbs and batteries 

worked together to create 

a circuit. They also learned 

about items that use elec-

tricity as well as how to 

stay safe when using elec-

trical items. 

 

We look forward to next 

half term where we will be 

going to the Harlequin 

Theatre to see the Christ-

mas Pantomime. Our class 

trip will be related to The 

Stone Age and we will be 

travelling to Kent Life. I 

hope you have a restful 

half term break and I look 

forward to seeing you all 

after the holiday. 

tinuing to practise our rou-

tines. I am very much look-

ing forward to the children 

learning about the exciting 

new topics we will be stud-

ying. I hope you have an 

enjoyable and restful half 

term. 

 

Miss Sullivan 
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The new school year has 

brought some exciting 

changes to Sycamore Class. 

Not least the new roles and 

responsibilities for the chil-

dren, with Mia and Zak 

making an excellent start, 

setting an outstanding ex-

ample to the younger chil-

dren as our new Head Girl 

and Head Boy respectively. 

They are already being 

ably supported by the 

House and Sport Captains 

as well as the Senior Pre-

fects, with everyone mak-

ing an outstanding contri-

bution to ensuring that they 

set a mature and responsi-

ble example to the younger 

children. 

Our English learning this 

term has been focused up-

on Robin Hood.  Our explo-

ration of the topic so far has 

included writing recounts 

of the lives of Robin and the 

other characters from the 

stories, writing play scripts 

for different parts of the 

tales and extrapolating 

their adventures to write 

our own Robin Hood tales. 

Our history topic has al-

lowed the children to re-

search and explore the sim-

ilarities and The UK and 

Malawi. They have re-

searched differences in 

climate and weather pat-

terns, as well as looking at 

mapping the countries us-

ing latitude, longitude and 

six-figure grid refer-

ences.  In human geogra-

phy we have looked at dif-

ferences in lifestyle, in 

terms of  school and home 

life, as well as investigating 

in detail a day in the life of a 

child in Salima. 

In Science we have been 

learning about light: ex-

ploring how the fact that 

light travels in straight lines 

can be extremely useful, 

allowing us to manipulate it 

using mirrors and use it as a 

unit of measurement in the 

form of light years. We 

have investigated reflection 

and refraction, examining 

how white light can be bro-

ken up into its constitutent 

colours and how the wave-

lengths of these differ. 

Our work in Mathematics 

has concentrated upon cal-

culation skills, both mental 

and written and extending 

our understanding of num-

bers, exploring algebraic 

expressions and simplifica-

tion. We have been prac-

tising increasingly complex 

calculations using all four 

operations and numbers up 

to 1,000,000. 

An addition to the curricu-

lum this year is P4C 

(Philosophy for children), 

which gives the children an 

opportunity to expand their 

analytical and thinking 

skills as well as explore 

philosophical questions 

(such as who owns natural 

resources?) and exploring 

the lives of famous philoso-

phers such as Socrates and 

Plato. 

 

Sycamore News 

for pupils in Malawi. They 

have also represented the 

school in many sporting 

competitions and have 

made us very proud. 

Finally, the class have real-

ly taken to their Prefect 

roles. They are excellent 

role models to the younger 

children and perform all 

their duties with maturi-

ty.  Especially well done to 

Finley Manning who is Ma-

ple Class Star of Half Term! 

He works so hard on all 

aspects of his work.   

We look forward to next 

half term where we will be 

going to the Harlequin 

Theatre to see the Christ-

mas Pantomime.  I hope 

you have a restful half term 

break and I look forward to 

seeing you all after the 

holiday. 

Mrs Robinson 

Maple Class 

 

All the children of Syca-

more class have made an 

enthusiastic and conscien-

tious start to what is an im-

portant school year. The 

exam period is already 

under way for the children 

and they are preparing 

themselves with diligence 

as they begin this next im-

portant step in their educa-

tion. I look forward to see-

ing them continue to devel-

op and thrive together over 

the course of this year! 

Mr. Hodgkiss. 
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In Year 1 the children have began learning the rules of netball and are able to confidently state some of these. 

They have also been learning the effects of exercise on their bodies and what causes them to breathe faster. All 

of the children have enjoyed learning to defend and attack, as well as beginning to shoot goals and the tech-

niques needed for this. 

The children in Year 2 have been learning the positions in netball and have found it tricky remembering to stay 

on side when they are in the middle of playing. Shooting has been a favourite and they are all progressing well 

with finding space. 

The Junior girls have been extending their knowledge of the game and have been able to confidently find space 

by using different techniques and these will be visible in the matches that they play. 

 

In Gymnastics the children have enjoyed learning new and extending existing basic skills. We have been devel-

oping rolls and turns and almost all of the children are able to perform or at least show the beginnings of a cart-

wheel. 

 

We are still training for cross country each week, which involves either a 1km individual run, a set of interval 

training or partner racing. I have recorded their times for the first time this year and the children will be given an 

opportunity to compare their scores again shortly after half term. 

Congratulations to the following children for achieving new Personal Bests in their 1km run this half term: 

Viktor; 5.42 

Elena; 5.54 

Yianni; 5.55 

Mia; 6 

Alice; 6.56 

Rosie; 7.20 

 

We have had interhouse dodgeball tournaments this half term which have given the following results: 

Year 1: 1st Windsor; 2nd Arundel; 3rd Hever; 4th Leeds 

Year 2: 1st Hever; 2nd Leeds; 3rd Windsor; 4th Arundel 

Year 3 & 4: 1st Leeds; 2nd Arundel; 3rd Windsor; 4th Hever 

Year 5 & 6; 1st Windsor; 2nd Arundel; 3rd Leeds; 4th Hever 

 

Year 3 & 4 were also able to play an interhouse football tournament giving the following results: 

1st Leeds; 2nd Arundel; 3rd Windsor; 4th Hever 

 

The children have also been busy with matches this half term with the U11 girls just being unlucky with a 4-7 loss 

to Oakwood after playing so well for the entire match. Oakwood got lucky in the last 7 minutes of play with the 

girls just letting their guard down. The girls are playing well as a team and able to read the game well now. 

Thank you to those parents and grandparents for coming along and supporting us. 

 

The U10 netball team played extremely well against The Hawthorns C and D teams, winning 7-2 against the C’s 

and 9-0 against the D team. It was a combined effort from all of the girls in Year 4, 5 and 6 who worked well as a 

team, using each others strengths and supporting each other where needed. Solid scoring from Elena and Riya 

with good attack also from Sofia and Nia and good defence stopping any goals against the D team played by Ma-

ya, Rosie, Porscha, Leticia and Alice. An excellent game girls - I am very proud! 

 

It’s been a busy and very successful start to the football season for the Under 11 and Under 10 Boys. 

The Under 11’s have played two fixtures so far - comprehensively beating Hawthorns in an 11-3 victory, with sev-

eral goals from Taylor Lovatt and Jack Murphy. The boys also won a much more closely fought contest against 

Oakwood, a 4-1 win didn’t necessarily reflect how close the match was. It’s been a pleasure to see the boys gen-

uinely playing together as a team, and consistently understanding their roles in the side and the value of holding 

a formation! 

The Under 10’s also played their first game of the season, losing 5 - 3 to Oakwood in what was again a highly 

competitive match which either team could easily have won. As the U10 boys learn to hold their formation 

(particularly when defending!), they clearly have more than enough ability going forward to score lots of goals 

and beat any team! 

A particular mention should go to our top goalscorers so far this year, Jack Murphy has performed admirably, 

and has already scored several goals playing in the year above his age group. Likewise the contribution of Dan-

iel Shepherd has been impressive from midfield - particularly his hat-trick against Oakwood! Once again so far 

this year, Taylor Lovatt has already scored plenty of goals, Zak Mihalop contributed brilliantly in almost every 

position on the pitch, but most importantly both teams have played together, for each other, to produce the re-

sults they thoroughly deserve. Well played boys, keep it up  

Sports News 
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Monday 9th October was Harvest Assembly. We collected a huge amount of food to donate to the 

homeless. Major Paul Church from the Salvation Army was enormously grateful for all of your do-

nations, as are we! Thank you all. 
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Charity Fundraising 

In May 2017, Evelyn now in year 6, found out that she had leukaemia (acute lymphoblastic luekaemia which is a type 

of blood cancer).  Evelyn has been super brave and calm since she found out and has been getting on with life as 

much as possible despite, having to stay in hospital at times, and then going back and forth for various treat-

ments.  Everyone at school has missed her terribly and we are delighted that she can attend school now. 

Evelyn's hair started to fall out soon after treatment, which she took in her stride.  Her positivity and strength inspired 

me to do something to support her and others going through this.  This is why I decided to cut my hair and donate it 

to The Little Princess Trust in July 2017.  They provide real hair wigs free of charge to boys and girls across the UK 

and Ireland that have sadly lost their own hair due to cancer treatment and other illnesses 

(www.littleprincesses.org.uk).   

At the same time, I have raised £2,500 so far for CLIC Sargent (www.clicsargent.org.uk the UK's leading cancer chari-

ty for children, young people and their families) who have helped Evelyn lots.   

I don't think any child should have to go through what my amazing friend is having to go through but, if they do, then 

I think it's great that CLIC Sargent are there to support them and their families.  Please help me to support Evelyn and 

others by raising money for CLIC Sargent.  Please visit my JustGiving page www.justgiving.com/miahp 

 

Thank you for your support. 

 

Mia McAllen, Year 6 

 

http://www.clicsargent.org.uk
http://www.justgiving.com/miahp
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Stars Of  The Week 

Stars Of  The Half Term 
Well done to all our pupils who worked consistently 

hard to earn their star of the half term award. 

Oak:  Oscar Singleton 

Willow: Poppy Tomei 

Apple: Sameera Paranthaman 

Beech: Gabriella Photiou 

Cherry: Rhys Wintle 

Maple: Finley Manning 

House Points 
House Points: The house points for the last term are: 

Leeds: 612 

Hever: 474 

Windsor: 476 

Arundel:  558 

Well done to the House of  Leeds for scoring the most 

house points this half term! 

Punctuality Cup 
Well done to the following classes for the most at-

tendance and for being here on time at 8.30am! 

Week 1: Apple Class 

Week 2: Maple Class 

Week 3: Apple Class 

Week 4: Beech Class 

Head Teachers Stickers 

The following children are to be congratulated for earning 

the most house points during this half term! 

Leeds:  Mia McAllen, Gabriella Photiou, Thomas Ir-
win, Pablo Maddocks, Ben Irwin, Marcel Ottoy 

Hever:  Amelia Dickson Laundy, Jake Scott, Abinow 
Robert 

Windsor: Anabela Rose, Riya Panchoo, Viktor Rose 

Arundel: Sofia Wintle 

New Baby 
We would like to congratulate Mr & Mrs Panicker on 

the birth of their new daughter Ahaana born on 

21/8/17 weighing 8lb 4oz. 

New Joiners 
We would like to welcome Anna Frost who will be joining 

Cherry Class after half term. 

Star of the Week assemblies remain as popular this year and there is much excitement on a Friday morning in antic-

ipation of names and house points.  Our House Captains this year have taken their roles very seriously and are very 

diligent when it comes to counting the house points! 

The stars of the week: 

Oak: Florence Diver, Maxwell McRae, Nicoletta Peachey, Khaiyan Patel, Thomas Simpson 

Willow: Poppy Tomei, Hannah Bottle, Isobel Ellison, Henry Vernon, Isaac Bickley 

Apple: Arthur Craig, Eloise Feeney, Anabela Rose, Charlie Robinson, William Dolling   

Beech:  Leyla Betez, Benjamin Ellison, Stanley King, Reece Lovatt, Emma Tagliarini 

Cherry:  Rhys Wintle, Ben Barlow, Keyan Etherington, Leticia Masiero, Alice Stuart 

Maple: Jack Murphy, Pablo Maddocks, Riya Panchoo, Maya Paranthaman, Sofia Wintle 

Sycamore:  Evelyn Miller, Zak Mihalop, Elena Arveschoug, Henry Hodgkiss, Oscar Libaert-Cox 
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Essendene Lodge School 

Essendene Road 

Caterham 

Surrey 

CR3 5PB 

Phone: 01883 348 349 

E-mail: 

office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk 

Winter Term Dates 

Birthdays 

Reminders 
• Remember winter uniform is to be worn after halfterm break. All children must have hats in 

the morning for uniform inspection. Please make sure all items of clothing/kit is fully named 

for your child. Please could you practice changing in and out of kit if your child so that they get 

a lot quicker! 

• PLEASE PLEASE DO NOT PARK IN FRONT OF DRIVEWAYS, IN FRONT OF SCHOOL OR IN 

FRONT OF THE VETS. LOOK OUT FOR EVERYONE’S SAFETY AND PARK AWAY TO WALK THE 

SHORT DISTANCE TO THE SCHOOL. 

• PLEASE make sure you shut the gate behind you during drop off and pick up times for the 

safety of all our pupils. 

• Please ensure your child is booked into After School Care/ Breakfast Club 24 hours in ad-

vance. 

• Lateness now and again understandable but persistent lateness at drop off and pick up is not 

good for your child. Be mindful of their needs and abide by our attendance and lateness policy. 

• YR2-6 Children in the late room at the end of the school day  will automatically sent to Prep-

Club and parents will be charged. R-YR1 will be sent to ASC and parents will be charged. 

16th – 27th October Half Term  - Holiday Club 16th-20th October 

4th November   Open Morning 10am-12 noon 

9th November   Individual Photographs 

13th November   Anti Bullying Week 

15th November   Parent Consultation Evening  4.00-7.30pm 

16th November   Phonics & Numeracy Evening – EYFS 

21st November   Year 4 visit to Kent Life 

23rd November  Working Open Morning 9.30am-11.30am 

27th November   Assessment Week 

29th November   Year 5/6 visit to Houses of Parliament 

8th December   Flu Vaccinations – Rec-Year 4 

8th December       Pre School – Year 2 Nativity – 2pm 

9th December   PTA Christmas Fayre  11am – 2pm 

14th December   Y1-Y6 Pantomime – Harlequin –  Peter Pan 

14th December   PS & Rec Bocketts Farm Santa visit 

14th December   Carol Service – St Mary’s Church – 7pm 

15th December   Last day of term – School finishes 12.00 noon 

18th – 21st December  Holiday Club  

We would like to wish the following 

children who have or will celebrate 

their birthdays in September and Oc-

tober a very Happy Birthday.  

Acorn - Calum Grippman 

Oak - Nicoletta Peachey &             

Richard Pachinger 

Willow - Ehi Azenabor & Jayden Rea  

Apple - Anabela Rose,                   

Charlie Robinson, Henry McEleney, 

Arun Maathavan & Eloise Feeney 

 

Beech - Gabriella Photiou, Ben Irwin, 

Emma Tagliarini  

Cherry - Sofia Wintle 

Maple - Thomas Irwin, Porscha Smith 

Sycamore - Henry Hodgkiss &       

Taylor Lovatt 

mailto:office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk

