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News From The Head 
Dear Parents  

 

We have had a rather long 

and busy term and we have 

even had a snow day!  I 

think everyone at Es-

sendene is ready for the 

festive season! I returned 

from Malawi a day before 

this half term started and as 

many of you know it was a 

productive and enlighten-

ing visit. At the Christmas 

Fayre I was able share 

some slides with the school 

community about what was 

achieved but also about our 

future goals. I would like 

everyone to save the date 

in the diary for our Gala 

Auction Dinner on 25th Feb-

ruary at 6pm in aid of our 

partner school where we 

hope to raise £5000 to fund 

desks, chairs and improve 

water and hygiene facili-

ties.  The evening will take 

place at Galu Restaurant in 

Banstead and amongst the 

prizes up for auction are a 

holiday cabin in France, 

signed sports memorabilia, 

one weeks free after school 

care and 50% off a terms 

fees!!  We are counting on 

parents to support us with 

this and of course many of 

you have already ex-

pressed your interest at the 

Christmas Fayre. More de-

tails will follow next term 

but in the meantime please 

do go to our website for 

photographs and infor-

mation, although we have 

included a snap shot in this 

newsletter. I was very 

heartened by the visit and I 

am sure with the support of 

the school community we 

can continue to make a dif-

ference to the lives of pu-

pils at Msalura Primary 

School.  

 

Our Nativity performance 

for Early Years and KS1 was 

‘Whoops-a-Daisy Angel’! 

The performance was lively 

and funny, all pupils per-

formed well considering 

how many songs and lines 

they had to learn! I was es-

pecially pleased with the 

confidence they showed 

and what superb acting 

skills from Year 2 especial-

ly Milly Dickson-Laundy.  A 

special thanks to Mrs 

Cheung and Miss Nightin-

gale for ensuring this was a 

huge success and of course 

to all the additional staff for 

their help and support. Our 

Carol Concert at St Mary’s 

Church had all the ambi-

ance of the festive season. 

Year 6 pupils told us how 

Christmas is celebrated 

around the world and each 

class performed their carol 

with enthusiasm. Well done 

to the parents for joining in 

with the congregational 

carols, this year we had the 

added surprise of a teach-

ers choir! A very informa-

tive and entertaining even-

ing.  

Mrs Cheung has had a busy 

term, at the beginning of 

the term she prepared our 

KS2 choir to perform at the 

Royal Albert Hall along with 

many schools. This was a 

phenomenal experience for 

our pupils and it a very en-

joyable evening for the rest 

of us! Mrs Cheung also pre-

pared the KS2 choir to sing 

Christmas carols in County 

Mall Crawley in aid of St 

Catherine’s Hospice. The 

children once again had a 

great time whilst spreading 

some festive cheer for the 

shoppers. Thank you to Mrs 

Cheung for offering our 

choir pupils a wide range of 

experiences.  Staying on 

the Christmas theme, we 

also supported our local 

community project and 

decorated a Christmas tree 

for St Lawrence’s Church 

which was judged by visi-

tors to the church. Mrs Key-

worth chose to go with our 

Malawi theme ad decorated 

the tree in the colours of the 

Malawi flag, thanks to Mrs 

Keyworth’s efforts  we were 

awarded third place based 

on the number of votes cast.  

 

Years 5 and 6 visited the 

Houses of Parliament as 

part of Democracy Week 

and learned so much about 

our democratic system, 

how debates happen and 

laws are passed. The day 

was educational and enjoy-

able for all. Year 4 also 

managed to visit Kent Life 

to learn all about Celts. 

Year 1-6 thoroughly en-

joyed the Peter Pan panto-

mime at the Harlequin 

whilst our Pre-School and 

Reception children met 

Santa and had a great time 

at Bocketts Farm. 

 

Thank you to Mr Parker and 

Mrs Ramnath for a very spe-

cial Christmas lunch espe-

cially prepared for the 

whole school. There were 

party games and dancing 

afterwards where children 

were able to nominate the 

best dancers.  We even had 

a game of musical chairs for 

the teachers which as usual 

got very competitive! Eve-

ryone also enjoyed the 

dance performance from 

KS2 in the afternoon thanks 

to Miss Thabet’s dance cur-

riculum this term.  

 

Thank you to our wonderful 

PTA. The Xmas Fayre was 

as usual a huge success. 

The hall was steadily busy 

throughout as was the Pre-

sent Room and Santa’s 

Grotto. It was a lovely fami-

ly friendly atmosphere, 

many thanks to our hard 

working mums and dads for 

making this event so enjoy-

able for all in the school 

community.  

 

I do hope you enjoy looking 

at the various achievements 

and successes within the 

newsletter.  

 

Finally, I would like to wish 

the Essendene family of 

pupils, parents and staff a 

very Merry Christmas and a 

prosperous New Year. We 

look forward to much more 

in 2018. There is so much 

more to look forward to in 

the New Year! 

 

Mrs K Ali 

Headteacher  
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PTA News 

Firstly, and as always many 

thanks to everyone that has 

supported the PTA this 

term.  Also thanks to all our 

new members who have 

taken to their roles full of 

enthusiasm and fresh ide-

as.  We started off with the 

ever popular Halloween 

Disco which was a resound-

ing success, everyone got 

well and truly into the spirit 

of the evening with fabu-

lous costumes, children, 

adults and teachers 

alike.  This event raised a 

staggering £839, which is a 

fantastic amount.  Many 

thanks to everyone who 

helped out and for making 

it such a success.  We also 

raised £49 from the second 

hand uniform sale.  I am still 

awaiting the total raised 

from Bags of Support. 

 

We have just had our 

Christmas Fayre, which 

thanks to everyone’s hard 

work was another fabulous 

event.  We thank you all for 

your contributions which 

enabled us to put together 

the tombola’s, hampers and 

gifts for the present room, 

we could not put on such a 

magnificent display without 

your support.  Details of 

funds raised will follow in 

the next newsletter, but it 

looks like we could have 

record takings so well done 

everyone.  Thank you to 

Anne-Marie and Dave 

McAllen who organised the 

Christmas trees which this 

year raised £200 for the 

school. I am sure many of 

you will be buying Christ-

mas presents over the inter-

net, so please take the time 

to register at https://

www.easyfundraising.org

.uk/causes/elsf/ it is an 

easy way to help raise 

funds and the contributions 

are made by the retailers. 

If you are a Facebook user 

why don't you join the Es-

sendene PTA Group, and 

don't forget to use your 

class reps to pass on any 

thoughts or ideas you may 

have for future fundraising 

events.  Please note that 

even if you are not a mem-

ber of the PTA we always 

need help at our events and 

we would welcome your 

support. 

 All that remains is to wish 

everyone a very happy, 

healthy and well rested 

Christmas break and best 

wishes for a fabulous New 

Year. 

Nicky Mihalop 

PTA Chair 

Oh what a half term! It’s 

gone by in a flash but 

there’s been lots of steady 

progress with learning as 

your children surprise and 

delight us. Pre-School chil-

dren have learnt so much 

from our topic on ‘Fantastic 

Foods’. They have become 

great food explorers and 

chefs and learnt where food 

comes from [before it ar-

rives in the fridge!] Pre-

school have looked at and 

tried lots of different fruit 

and have developed some 

great vocabulary describ-

ing how the food feels to 

touch and taste. The chil-

dren are also understand-

ing that certain climates are 

needed for certain fruit to 

grow. 

We had a delightful day out 

on our little trip to  Wait-

rose. A first school trip for 

most. The staff made us feel 

very welcome. They 

showed us all the action 

behind the scenes in the 

stockroom. The children 

were lucky enough to see a 

huge lorry delivering to the 

shop and being unloaded 

and saw a walk in fridge 

and freezer. The staff were 

very sweet to us and gave 

the children a bowl of fruit 

each and a drink. 

Your children are excelling 

with our daily routine. They 

come in confidently know-

ing where all their belong-

ings live and how we ex-

pect them to behave. Most 

importantly they are devel-

oping a love of learning 

and enjoying each others’ 

company. It is wonderful to 

see how the children relate 

to each other, the 

games they make up 

and how well social 

skills are developing. 

Christmas is such an 

exciting time! We have 

created a Santa’s 

Workshop where the 

children practise their 

gross and fine motor 

skills by wrapping pre-

sents and helping San-

ta. They will also be 

counting them out and 

finding one more and 

one less. 

We continue with our sound 

of the week and number of 

the week. Your children 

adore listening to stories 

and have the makings of 

great readers. Pre-School 

are writing on a regular 

basis and we are celebrat-

ing their mark making and 

formation of letters. 

Looking ahead we are very 

excited about our next top-

ic on ‘The Farm’. We are 

sure they will have a variety 

of experiences and learn so 

many things. 

As your children have fin-

ished a term in Pre-School 

we wish you all a happy 

and peaceful Christmas 

Warm Wishes 

Pre-School Team 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/elsf/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/elsf/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/elsf/
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We have had a very busy 

half term!  

Oak Class has thoroughly 

enjoyed learning about 

supermarkets and buying 

and selling food, fruit and 

vegetables, food from oth-

er countries and Christmas 

foods. Oak class behaved 

impeccably on the trip to 

Waitrose supermarket, 

where they were given a 

behind the scenes tour of 

the store and had the op-

portunity to sample a 

range of different yummy 

foods. 

The children created fire-

work splatter paintings and 

3D fireworks and they par-

ticipated eagerly in all 

Christmas related tasks 

and activities. They acted 

out role plays in Santa’s 

Grotto and took part in 

numerous other fun Christ-

mas art and crafts. We also 

had a fantastic time making 

gingerbread.  

During Anti Bullying Week 

we learnt all about how to 

be a good friend and cre-

ated a ‘Friendship Tree’ 

made up of our hands 

linked together showing 

that we are all friends in 

Reception class. We dis-

cussed what bullying 

might look and feel like 

and what we would do if 

we or someone else was 

being bullied. Oak class 

also carried out role plays 

with puppets related to 

bullying. 

In English this half term we 

have focused on learning 

new sounds. The children 

are really enjoying starting 

to experiment with writing 

independently. We have 

been practising our hand-

writing and this is improv-

ing. The children especial-

ly enjoyed writing their 

Santa lists or letters.  

In Maths we have begun 

looking at addition and 

subtraction using practical 

activities and number 

lines. The children have 

explored using different 

shapes to create pictures, 

looking at the properties of 

the shapes and how to de-

scribe them to each other. 

We have learnt about sym-

metry and have made our 

own symmetrical pictures 

and patterns. 

The children worked in-

credibly hard to produce a 

superb 

‘Whoops-A-

Daisy An-

gel’ Nativi-

ty. Their 

singing and 

acting was 

excellent 

and was a 

great way 

to round off 

the term. 

Our visit to 

Willow News 

Oak News 

Wow, what a rollercoaster 

half term for Willow Class! 

The children have thor-

oughly enjoyed discover-

ing Greek Myths and read-

ing ‘The Usbourne Book of 

Big Machines.’ It was great 

for the children to compare 

fiction and non fiction 

books and begin to under-

stand the differences. The 

children have created 

some brilliant non-

chronological reports on 

their own imaginary 

trucks. These are both in-

formative and eye catching 

and all of a high standard. 

Of course, there have been 

extremely memorable mo-

ments this half term. We 

created a presentation for 

Antibullying Week all 

about our individuality and 

what makes us special. We 

have had our decorating 

afternoon to get us all in 

the festive mood, the 

Christmas Lunch and party 

games and the visit to the 

Pantomime at the Harle-

quin, Redhill. We had a 

brilliant time!  

Finally, the highlight of this 

half term has to be the pro-

duction of ‘Whoops -A- 

Daisy Angel.’ The children 

worked so hard on their 

lines, singing and chore-

ography. A big thank you 

goes to the parents for the 

provision of their costumes 

and props. The children 

have all done so well and 

bloomed with confidence 

and stage presence 

throughout the rehearsals 

and performance to their 

friends and family. We are 

sure you are just as proud 

as we are! 

Next term we are looking 

forward to our topic of 

‘Victorians’ where the chil-

dren will be exploring 

what life was like as a Vic-

torian Child, how Jewish 

people worship and will be 

creating some fantastic 

weather art. 

It has been a fabulously 

festive end to the half term 

in Willow class and an in-

credibly memorable one. 

Mrs Ali and Miss Nightin-

gale wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year we are 

looking forward to seeing 

you all again in January. 

Miss Nightingale 

Bockett’s Farm was bril-

liant and it was so much fun 

visiting Santa. 

Our theme next half term is 

‘Farms’ and we will find 

out about: farmers, life of 

the farm, what farmers 

grow, farm vehicles, ma-

chines and tools, farm ani-

mals and farmers’ markets. 

Have a restful and peaceful 

Christmas and a Happy 

and Prosperous New Year.   

Mrs Wilson 



about Ancient Greece and 

putting their knowledge 

into a Powerpoint Presen-

tation in Computing. Con-

tinuing on our topic, the 

children thoroughly en-

joyed making their Greek 

theatre masks in Art this 

term. They each came up 

with such creative ways to 

design and make their 

masks! 

Beech class have also been 

busy in Games, where they 

have been developing 

their teamwork skills in 

different sports. They have 

loved 

learning 

French 

Christmas 

carols, 

develop-

ing their 

acting 

skills in 

Drama, 

and all 

their hard 

work in 

Music was 

They have ended the term 

looking at poetry, where 

they have used their crea-

tivity to write fantastic po-

ems!  

Your children have en-

joyed practising their writ-

ten multiplication and divi-

sion methods in Maths this 

term. Although sometimes 

a little tricky, Year 3 al-

ways respond positively to 

challenges and try their 

hardest in all of their work, 

especially when practising 

their times tables and frac-

tions. 

In History, Beech Class 

have been thinking all 

about Ancient Greece. 

They have been really en-

thusiastic, especially when 

they became Athenians 

and Spartans for an after-

noon, learning all about 

the wars between the two 

cities! The children have 

each made wonderful pro-

jects that have been dis-

played in the classroom. 

They enjoyed researching 

Beech News 
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Apple News 

All of the children in Beech 

class have been working 

tremendously hard this half 

term! We are practising 

and following our routines, 

developing our friendships 

with others, and creating a 

positive atmosphere for 

each other in our class-

room. We have reinforced 

this through our PSHE and 

Philosophy lessons this half 

term, recognising our dif-

ferent emotions and how 

we can manage them, as 

well as encouraging and 

identifying that everyone 

is different and everyone is 

equal. 

The children have been 

fabulous in English this 

term. They have been en-

thusiastic and eager to 

retell a Greek myth, as 

well as write their own. 

They have also studied non

-fiction books about ani-

mals and created their own 

information booklets about 

an animal of their choice. 

reflected in their beautiful 

singing at the Christmas 

Carol Concert! The chil-

dren have really enjoyed 

their Christmas activities, 

especially their Christmas 

lunch and the Pantomime! 

I hope you all have a very 

merry Christmas and a 

happy New Year, and I 

look forward to seeing you 

all refreshed for the Spring 

term! 

Miss Sullivan 

Wow! What a busy and 

festive term we have had. I 

would like to congratulate 

all the children for putting 

on a wonderful Nativity 

performance. The children 

worked so hard to ensure 

they knew all their lines, 

words and songs, well 

done! 

Apple class have thor-

oughly enjoyed this terms 

topic based on Florence 

Nightingale and Mary Sea-

cole. They have completed 

vast research on what life 

was like in those days. 

Children particularly en-

joyed our dress up day 

where we turned the class-

room into a hospital from 

the Crimean War. Chil-

dren’s outfits were fantas-

tic and they really took on 

their roles. Children learnt 

basic bandage skills and 

really enjoyed practising 

these on each other in 

class during role-play. 

In English we have been 

exploring a variety of po-

ems including acrostic, 

rhyming and repetition 

poems. We enjoyed pick-

ing a style of poem and 

writing our own. We have 

also learnt about features 

of information texts and 

produced fantastic infor-

mation fact sheets on both 

Florence Nightingale and 

Mary Seacole. 

In Mathematics this term 

we have consolidated our 

knowledge on both 2-d 

and 3-d shapes and have 

been learning to describe 

these shapes by their 

properties. We have been 

working really hard on 

place value and have con-

solidated our written calcu-

lation methods for both 

subtraction and addition. 

Furthermore, we have 

been looking at times ta-

bles, division and fractions 

and will further our work 

on this next term. 

In Science we have been 

busy exploring habitats. 

We have discussed a vari-

ety of animals and minibe-

asts and where they lived. 

We also discussed things 

that are alive, dead or nev-

er been alive. 

 I would like to wish you all 

a very Merry Christmas 

and a Happy New Year. 

Next term we look forward 

to our topic on The Great 

Fire of London. 
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by the end of the five days! 

We look forward to next 

half term where we will be 

going to Hampton Court 

Palace to find out more 

about our topic ‘Tudor Mon-

archs’. We hope you have 

an amazing Christmas and 

we look forward to seeing 

you all in the new year. 

Ms Skinner and Mrs Smith 

Cherry Class 

In Cherry Class, the chil-

dren have had a fantastic 

half term.  We have been 

very busy with anti-

bullying week, a trip to 

Kent Life, the pantomime 

and many Christmas activi-

ties.  For anti-bullying 

week, the children thought 

about ‘all different all 

equal’ and what this meant 

to them.   Later on in the 

term, the children went to 

Kent Life for a Stone Age 

day.  They had seven differ-

ent workshops which were 

so much fun and they even 

met a Stone Age man called 

Claw who gave them some 

rather comical names 

throughout the session.  

During their free time, they 

were also allowed to ex-

plore the farm and release 

some energy in the indoor 

soft play area.  Christmas 

activities were a particular 

highlight of the half term 

with decoration making, 

Christmas dinner and the 

end of term party. 

The children have been 

working hard in maths and 

have been practising writ-

ten methods using the four 

operations.  They have 

worked so hard to perfect 

these and remember the 

difference between chunk-

ing and grid method!  We 

have also been rounding 

numbers to the nearest 

thousand and have now 

moved onto partitioning 

decimals and multiplying 

by 10 and a 100. 

In English, our whole focus 

has been linked to our his-

tory topic of The Stone Age.  

The childrens’ writing has 

been focused on 

Stone Age Boy.  

The children have 

been writing their 

own stories set in 

The Stone Age and 

have enjoyed 

making up their 

own characters 

and settings.  Us-

ing subheadings 

to separate differ-

ent paragraphs, 

the children have 

also made their 

own information 

text about The 

Stone Age.  In the 

final week of the 

half term the chil-

dren studied Haikus and 

had a lot of fun devising 

their own. 

In Science, the children 

really enjoyed learning 

about solids, liquids and 

gases.  One particular high-

light was setting up our 

evaporation experiment.  

The class wanted to find out 

if all liquids evaporated and 

which ones evaporated the 

quickest.  They found out 

some surprising results and 

the milk was pretty rancid 

Cherry News 

Maple News 
children learned that if they 

become experts in any 

field, they too can be invit-

ed to join and make 

decisions about bills! We 

also had an opportunity to 

look at a statue that had 

been damaged by a 

suffragette when she tied 

herself to it with chains. 

Toward the end of term, the 

children participated in 

numerous festive activities. 

They made 

Christmas decorations; ate 

Christmas lunch and played 

games; watched a panto-

mime and 

participated in a Carol Con-

cert at the local church. I 

have been so impressed by 

the commitment of 

What an amazing term it 

has been. We have been 

involved in so many excit-

ing activities and the 

children have been fantas-

tic learners in class – in-

deed they had a special 

lesson with Mrs Ali who 

taught them all about Be-

haviour for Learning and 

now they can self-check 

against this to review how 

well they are getting on. 

The children have contin-

ued to work hard to im-

prove their maths and Eng-

lish skills. In maths, 

children have been work-

ing hard to refine their writ-

ten methods and are begin-

ning to solve complex 

problems which involve 

using all four operations. 

Using their knowledge of 

multiplication and 

division, the children could 

relate their knowledge to 

fractions and started to con-

vert mixed 

numbers to improper frac-

tions and vice versa. They 

also practised how to use a 

protractor and we 

had a fun lesson where the 

children had to guess the 

angle before measuring it 

to check. Some 

children were very accu-

rate! In English, we studied 

travel writing and the chil-

dren wrote their own 

guides for The Houses of 

Parliament, focusing on 

ellipsis and relative claus-

es. We finished reading 

Goth Girl, which the chil-

dren really enjoyed, learn-

ing about the Gothic genre 

and then creating our 

own text inspired by this. 

As mentioned, the children 

have been on a fascinating 

trip to London to find out all 

about how 

democracy works in this 

country. They had an op-

portunity to visit the 

Queen’s Robing Room, 

redecorated beautifully by 

Victoria when she was the 

monarch, walked through 

the procession 

gallery adorned with gold 

statues of previous rulers 

and stood in the House of 

Lords where the 



they have not done so al-

ready. In History we will be 

studying World War 2 and 

the achievements of Sir 

Winston Churchill, and 

habitats in Science. 

Finally, I would like to wish 

you and your families a 

restful and Happy Christ-

mas and New Year. 

 

Mr. Hodgkiss. 

 

Page 7 

ISSUE 40, AUTUMN TERM 2, 2017 

Sycamore News 

Sycamore Class have had 

an industrious half-term. 

Many in Year 6 have been 

preparing for entrance ex-

ams and interviews, I am 

extremely impressed by 

and proud of the mature 

way the children have ap-

proached their preparation 

and wish them all the very 

best of luck over the next 

few weeks. 

In class our learning has 

been based upon animals. 

The children have pro-

duced some outstanding 

work across the curriculum. 

Using personification in 

English has allowed the 

children’s imaginations to 

run free with animal charac-

ters in order to produce 

some excellent creating 

writing. We have looked at 

instruction writing and in 

poetry we have written nar-

rative poems based upon a 

ghostly story set in the for-

est. 

In mathematics our learning 

this half term has been fo-

cused upon extending our 

skills with fractions, deci-

mals and percentages, 2D 

and 3D shapes and calcula-

tion strategies. I’ve been 

greatly impressed by the 

development of the chil-

dren’s skills in these areas. 

In science we have been 

exploring animals, includ-

ing humans. We have 

looked in detail at the circu-

latory system, particularly 

the heart and lungs, the 

role of blood and how to 

keep these parts of the 

body healthy. 

Our work in Geography has 

allowed the children to ex-

plore rivers, their formation 

and how they develop and 

change. We have also 

looked at their influence on 

our daily lives, how our 

activities affect and change 

them and the potential con-

sequences of this. 

The children’s exploration 

of democracy in PSHE has 

covered many facets of this 

crucial subject – brought to 

life both in class with our 

Brexit debate and out of the 

classroom in our visit to The 

Houses of Parliament. I was 

very proud of the thought-

fulness and knowledge 

which went into their debat-

ing and framing laws work-

shop in Parliament. 

In the build up to Christmas 

the children enjoyed their 

trip to the pantomime, 

Christmas lunch and the 

Carol Service enormously. 

Next half-term we will be 

exploring stories with flash-

backs – I would be grateful 

if the children could read 

Harry Potter and the Cham-

ber of Secrets (Book 2), if 

some children who have 

had to learn many songs 

this year (including those 

learned for the trip to 

The Royal Albert Hall) but 

remember them effortlessly 

and perform superbly. 

I would like to congratulate 

the children as they have 

behaved in such a mature 

way with a brilliant 

attitude to assessment 

week. I am proud of all 

their achievements this 

term. They have won the 

attendance cup; have been 

awarded the prize for the 

class with the most house-

points and won 

sweets for performing the 

best Harvest Festival song. 

In particular, well done to 

Riya Panchoo for 

winning the prize of Star of 

Half Term, for her constant-

ly positive attitude to work 

and learning. 

 

I hope you all have an 

amazing Christmas and 

New Year. I look forward to 

seeing you next year. 

Mrs Robinson 

Maple Class 
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Sports News 
We have had another busy term in the sports department. 

The U10 Netball team played in The Hawthorns Tournament against Guildford High, Oakhyrst Grange, Hoe-

bridge, Rowan Prep and The Hawthorns coming a very respectful 2nd place, silver medalists. With only a 10 mi-

nute break in total and playing a full 4 matches back to back, the girls continued to work hard as a team, manag-

ing to win 5 of the 6 matches played. There was excellent goal scoring and team work throughout the tourna-

ment. I was so pleased with how the girls played, being graceful, yet very happy winners. 

The U8 girls were able to play their first match against Warlingham Park putting into play the skills they have 

learnt this term. This was their first ever match and I couldn’t have been prouder of them. They were against 

some girls that were older and had more experience of game play but they continued to defend the ball and 

showed some good attacking skills. Unfortunately the score didn’t go our way and we were unable to score on 

this occasion but what they took away from the match was some invaluable experience. 

The U11 Netball team played very well against Oakhyrst but it unfortunately did not go our way. It is fantastic to 

see the girls working as a team and helping each other. The girls really are a secure team and I am so pleased 

with their progress this term. 

The boys of both years 5-6 and 3-4 have had a very successful start to the season. The under 11 team remain un-

beaten, the highlights being an 11-2 victory against Hawthorns, 4-1 against Oakwood and an 8-0 win against 

Oakhyrst Grange. Mention must go to Zak Mihalop and Abinow Robert for playing brilliantly in almost every 

position and to Taylor Lovatt and Jack Murphy for scoring all (well most of!) the goals. Keep it up boys! 

The Under 9’s have also played their first competitive games losing narrowly to Warlingham park in an A/B 

game. The team is shaping up very well towards being a competitive side. 

We have now finished the term of Football and Netball. Year 1 have been working hard on defending and attack-

ing skills and are now beginning to apply these skills when playing games. They have remembered the main 

rules of the game and can also use these when playing in small games. I look forward to seeing them extend 

these skills. In Year 2 the children have been learning the positions in Netball and have been able to play match-

es as well as scoring goals in the Netball posts. 

In the Juniors the girls have been working hard to improve their defensive play - this has shown greatly in the 

matches they have played where we are winning more and more matches. Their attacking play is becoming fast-

er while the girls grow with confidence. 

The children have been learning dance routines which they performed to the school after our Christmas lunch. 

All of the children worked hard to remember these routines and they have helped with their rhythm as well as 

coordination. Learning a dance routine is no easy feat and the children should all be very pleased with them-

selves. 

Swimming 

Year 4 and 5 have completed their term of swimming and Mrs Dumphreys and myself are very pleased with their 

progress. Some children were working towards personal survival badges where they had to swim in their pyja-

mas and some children have worked towards skilled badges as well as increasing their distances. 

Congratulations to all of the following children: 

Sofia: Personal Survival 2, Finley: Personal Survival 2, Benjy: Personal Survival 2, Keyan: Personal Survival 1 

Riya: Level 4, Porscha: Level 4, Nia: Level 4, Leo: 200m, Pablo: Personal Survival 1, Stephen: Level 4 

Rhys: Personal Survival 1, Thomas: Personal Survival 1, Viktor: Level 5, Maya P: 200m, Alice: 50m 

Jake: Personal Survival 1, Daniel S: Level 5, Jack: 25m, George: Personal Survival 1, Leticia: Level 4 

 

We have continued to train children for cross country by teaching interval training, partner running and timed 

runs. There have been some very good scores this term and most of the children are continuing to improve their 

times and are becoming more competitive. All of the children like seeing their progress in our leaderboard and 

strive to improve personally. Well done to all of these children that achieved a new personal best and to those 

that represented the school at the Oakhyrst Cross Country competition. 
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ESSENDENE  NEWS 

Children In Need—We Raised £217 !! 

Christmas Tree Competition 

This year St. Lawrence’s Church held a best 

Christmas Tree competition for local schools 

and charities. Mrs Keyworth did a wonderful 

job of decorating it! A great big thank you to 

all the children and parents who voted for our 

Malawi themed tree, which came in third. 
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Carol singing at County Mall 

ESSENDENE  NEWS 

The Key Stage 2 choir brought some 

festive cheer to shoppers at County 

Mallon Wednesday. The choir sang 

a range of carols in aid of St. Cathe-

rine’s Hospice. 
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Anti Bullying Week 

This year, the theme for Anti-Bullying week was ‘All Different, All Equal’. The children 

were introduced to the theme in Monday’s assembly by Mrs Smith and then learning con-

tinued throughout the whole week. Although the children are taught about Essendene’s 

Anti-Bullying Policy throughout the year, this is an opportunity to consolidate their under-

standing, so they recognise how to spot a problem and know where to go if they are wor-

ried about themselves or someone else. 

Walking around the school to look at the work going on, I was impressed by how engaged 

and focused the children were. They were learning, in more detail, about how bullying 

can take various forms and can affect people in different ways.  

Reception used puppets to look at friendship – what it is and why it is important. They cre-

ated a Friendship Tree (which can be spotted on the windowsill from the front play-

ground), focusing on what makes a good friend. They also learned about who helps us if 

we are struggling with a friendship. However, for Year 1, the focus was inclusion. The chil-

dren learned how to recognise that our differences are what make us unique and special - 

these things are to be celebrated. Scripts were written, and a presentation was given by 

the children highlighting how we should include everyone in our games. 

Year 2 used their Philosophy session to discuss what bullying means then they wrote po-

ems which were proudly displayed around the school, while Year 3 looked at bullying 

from an outsider’s point of view, focusing on the question – what should you do if you wit-

ness bullying? 

Year 4 and 5 both created a colourful and eye-catching display for their classroom, cele-

brating each child’s differences. In line with their English topic of information texts, Year 5 

also created posters to help younger children in the school to know what to do if they are 

being bullied, or if they see it happening.  

Finally, Year 6 learned about staying safe online when using Social Media by being aware 

that cyber bullying happens and how to stop it. They created informative posters about 

the subject, showing a good understanding of the associated problems. 

I would like to thank all the parents and teachers for their support during such an im-

portant week and I hope that the lessons learned will stay with the children.  

Mrs Robinson 

Year 4 

ESSENDENE  NEWS 
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Anti Bullying Week 

Year 3 

Year 4 

Year 5 
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ESSENDENE  NEWS 

Foundation Stage & Key Stage 1 Nativity 

This years Nativity performance by the children was Woops-a-Daisy Angel. The children from Pre-school to year 2 

produced a wonderful performance, loved by all! 
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ESSENDENE  NEWS 

Mrs Ali’s trip to Malawi 

This is Polina. She greatly benefit-

ted from the Gifted Girls Fund. 

She has completed her secondary 

school education and is now on 

her way to becoming a designer. 

School leadership 

The Headteachers 

Polina from GGF 

Food is Siima, which is maize 

and maringa plant. 

Painting fun 

Farewelll dance by Year 7 girls 



Page 17 

ISSUE 40, AUTUMN TERM 2, 2017 

School Council 

School Governors 

School 

Bell 

Farewelll dance by Year 7 girls 

Hard at 

work 

Mixing 

paint 

Outdoor learning 

We love being photographed! 
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Mrs Ali’s trip to Malawi 

Days for 

girls 

packs 

We put a gate on 

the girls toilets 

Sports equipment 

Playground 

Tennis 

coaching 

by Miss 

Relph 

Gifts 

from us 
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Msalura presented this to ELS to say 

thankyou for all the lovely gifts 

SAVE THE DATE! 

Target — £5,000 for tables, chairs, hygiene facilities and water. 
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Carol Concert 

Carol Concert at St. Mary’s 

Church 

 

At the carol concert this year we 

learned about Cristmas around 

the world. The children of Year 

6 told us about Christmas tradi-

tions from Jamaica to New Zea-

land and Scotland. 
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Star of the Week assemblies remain as popular this year and there is much excitement on a Friday morning in anticipa-

tion of names and house points.  Our House Captains this year have taken their roles very seriously and are very dili-

gent when it comes to counting the house points! 

The stars of the week: 

Oak: Beatrice Friar, Magdelena Martin, Lily-Mae Lovell, Charles Ottoy, Alexi Burrell, Nicoletta Peachey, Richard 

Pachinger 

Willow: Jayden Rea, Lauren Bottle, Tom Stafford-Hill, Callum Watt, Ethan Hollywood, Lois Tomei, Brodie Watt 

Apple: Henry Stuart, Shreya Panicker, Sameera Paranthaman, Evelyn Friar, David Grippman, Gabriella Edwards, Arun 

Maathavan. 

Beech:  Ryan Frost, Charlie Daws, Sami Silveira, Ese Azenabor, Stanley King, Ben Barlow, Ben Irwin 

Cherry: Anna Frost, Nia Simbo, Viktor Rose, George Kakoudakis, Nia Simbo, Keyan Etherington, Benjy Ellison 

Maple:  Porscha Smith, Thomas Irwin, Steven Silveira, Leo Bradshaw- Haydock, Jake Scott, Daniel Shepherd, Jack Mur-

phy 

Sycamore:  Layana Laifa, Taylor Lovatt, Saria Simbo, Rosie Simon, Henry Hodgkiss, Mia McAllen, Elena Arveschoug 
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ESSENDENE  NEWS 

Stars Of  The Week 

Stars Of  The Half Term 
Well done to all our pupils who worked consistently 

hard to earn their star of the half term award. 

Oak:  Richard Pachinger 

Willow: Callum Watt 

Apple: Amelia Dickson-Laundy 

Beech: Aaron Frost 

Cherry: Nia Simbo 

Maple: Riya Panchoo 

Sycamore: Rosie Simon 

House Points 
House Points: The house points for the last term are: 

Leeds: 856 

Hever: 774 

Windsor: 800 

Arundel:  869 

Well done to the House of Arundel for scoring the most 

house points this half term! 

Punctuality Cup 
Well done to the following classes for the most 

attendance and for being here on time at 8.30am! 

Week 1: Apple Class 

Week 2: Cherry Class 

Week 3: Maple Class 

Week 4: Apple Class 

Weeks 5: Maple Class 

Week 6: Cherry Class  

Head Teachers Stickers 

The following children are to be congratulated for earning 

the most house points during this half term! 

Leeds:  Henry McEleney, Nia Simbo, Isobel Ellison, Gabri-

ella Photiou, Henry Hodgkiss, Pablo Maddocks 

Hever: Millie Dickson-Laundy, Jake Scott, Mahi Katwa, 

Brodie Watt 

Windsor: Eve Friar, Riya Panchoo, Leyla Betez, Viktor 

Rose, Ryan Frost, Anabela Rose, Beatrice Friar, Shreya 

Panicker 

Arundel: Lauren Bottle, Sofia Wintle, Hannah Bottle, Rhys 

Wintle, Maya Paranthaman, Taylor Lovatt  

New Joiners 
We would like to welcome the following children who will be joining Essendene Lodge in January: 

Acorn - Amelia Hepworth-Cole, Hugo Pinniger-Clare, Sophia Shepherd 

Willow - Jamie Barlow; Apple - Mathias Vos; Maple - Isabel Vos 
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Essendene Lodge School 

Essendene Road 

Caterham 

Surrey 

CR3 5PB 

Phone: 01883 348 349 

E-mail: 

office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk 

Important Dates For the Spring Term 

Birthdays 

Reminders 
• PLEASE make sure you shut the gate behind you during drop off and pick up times for 

the safety of all our pupils. 

• Please ensure your child is booked into After School Care/ Breakfast Club 24 hours in 

advance. If you are late it may be helpful to ‘buddy up’ with another parent and ask 

them to collect your child to avoid extra charges. 

• Lateness now and again understandable but persistent lateness at drop off and pick 

up is not good for your child. Be mindful of their needs and abide by our attendance 

and lateness policy. 

• YR2-6 Children in the late room at the end of the school day will automatically sent to 

Prep-Club and  parents will be charged. R-YR1 will be sent to ASC and parents will be 

charged. 

• Please could all parents supervise their children before the bell at 8.30 and at the end 

of the school day – children should not be playing on climbing frames or running 

around  

8th January   Staff Inset 

9th January  First Day of Term 

22nd January  Perform Outer Space Workshop – Rec-Y2 

25th January  Open Morning 

25th January  Assessment Meeting Y1-6 – 7pm 

31st January  Year 4 visit to Hampton Court Palace 

7th February  Parent Consultations 4-7pm 

9th February  Coffee Morning 

12th – 16th February HALF TERM 

26th February  Literacy/Book Week 

27th February  Shakespeare Workshop – Rec-Year 6 

1st March  Book Fayre/Story Character Dress up Day 

2nd March  Chris Connaughton – Storyteller 

6th March  Year 5/6 – Star Steppers Performance  

9th March  Year 4 & 5 Level 1 Bikeability 

22nd March  Celebration Evening 6pm-8pm 

23rd March  Spring Concert – 2pm 

29th March   Last day of term – School finishes 12.00 noon

We would like to wish the following 

children who have had or due to have 

a birthday in November or December 

a very Happy Birthday: 

Acorn : Isabella Ndumiyana, Yhuv 

Katwa 

Oak - Max McRae 

Willow - Mahi Katwa, Lauren Bottle, 

Hannah Bottle, Isobel Ellison 

Apple - Evelyn Friar, Mathias Vos 

 

Beech - Aran Simons, Ese Azenabor, 

Reece Lovatt, Ben Barlow, Marcel Ot-

toy 

Maple - Leo Bradshaw-Haydock 

Sycamore - Maya Easy, Mia McAllen 

mailto:office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk


Wishing you a very merry 

Christmas and a peaceful and 

happy New Year! 

Goodbye 2017 –Hello 2018! 

From all of us here at 

Essendene Lodge 


