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Dear Parents 

The term has been incredi-

bly busy as usual and chil-

dren are making good pro-

gress in all aspects of the 

curriculum. Our assessment 

data shows most children 

are on track to achieve their 

end of year objectives. 

There have also been many 

whole school events and 

despite the drama of the 

snow days we managed to 

deliver planned activities 

albeit slightly later than 

scheduled.  

Book Week was great fun 

and our theme of Shake-

speare inspired the pupils 

to write imaginative stories 

of their own based on their 

chosen Shakespeare text 

for their class. Even our 

youngest pupils enjoyed 

learning about the charac-

ters in Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. Children experi-

enced a Shakespeare 

Workshop and explored 

the language and charac-

ters and at the end of the 

day we were able to see 

some aspects of their per-

formance. Chris Connaugh-

ton also managed to come 

in the following week and 

delivered stories to the 

pupils that captured their 

imagination. The dress up 

day was good fun for all 

with a number of children 

in the school receiving a £5 

book voucher for the best 

costume. The title of 

Spelling Bee and the 

Spellathon Trophy this year 

was won by Aran Simons 

with Rhys Wintle in 2nd 

place and Isaac Bickley in 

3rd place. Well done to 

these boys but also to all 

the pupils who learnt the 

most challenging spellings 

in a day! Our Book Fair also 

managed to raise £369 for 

us and we will be buying 

some new books for the 

library. Thank you to the 

parents who came in to 

share their favourite stories 

with various classes.   

Thank you also to Mr Hodg-

kiss who organised Book 

Week.  

Our Auction Gala Dinner at 

Galu Restaurant in Banstead 

was a huge success. We 

manged to raise a grand 

total of  £6980.55!! Given 

the size of our school and 

the number of parents at-

tending this is a huge 

amount and we are enor-

mously grateful. The Auc-

tion was a big hit with a 

number of parents trying to 

outbid each other! Once 

again I must thank all who 

organised and all who sup-

ported and participated. 

We will use the money to 

source desks for the chil-

dren in our partner school 

as well as improve their 

hygiene facilities and also 

contribute an amount to the 

Gifted Girls Fund. This is a 

very worthwhile cause, do 

go on our website to see 

the video as you will see 

some success stories. Par-

ents can also contribute to 

the fund independently by 

setting up a direct debit, 

standing order or one off 

lump sum payment. The 

details are: Gifted Girls 

Fund, Natwest Bank Sort 

Code: 60-16-03 and the 

account number is 

73794031.  

We had so many children 

audition for the Spring Con-

cert, Mrs Robinson had the 

tricky task of selecting pu-

pils.  The variety of acts 

chosen were entertaining 

and showed how much con-

fidence and courage the 

children had to go up on 

stage and showcase their 

talents.  We all had a fun 

afternoon being thoroughly 

entertained but I was espe-

cially impressed by the 

magicians and the ventrilo-

quist as well the poetry.  I 

think it may be better to 

split up KS1 and 2 next year 

as so many of our children 

want to take part in this.  

Thank you to Mrs Robinson 

for organising a very enter-

taining event and of course 

for giving her time to audi-

tions and rehearsals.  We 

will be holding an Instru-

mental Recital in the Sum-

mer Term to allow those 

pupils who are learning to 

play a musical instrument to 

play in front of an audience.  

Our annual Art Exhibition 

provided an opportunity for 

pupils to showcase artistic 

talents and produce their 

very own masterpiece! All 

the exhibited pieces were 

created under the direction 

of Mrs Keyworth and were 

of a very good standard. 

Thank you to Mrs Keyworth 

for drawing out artistic 

skills in all our pupils. I 

must say that every year 

there are disappointed chil-

dren where parents have 

not purchased their art-

work, this is very sadden-

ing as they put so much 

work in only for it to be 

disposed of!  

We are pleased with our 

entrance exam success 

again this year, the teach-

ers work very hard across 

all age groups and have 

high expectations to enable 

pupils to succeed in some 

very tough exams. This 

years entrance exam suc-

cess is testament to our 

hard working staff who con-

tinue to have such high ex-

pectations of pupils across 

all year groups and of 

course thank you to Mr 

Hodgkiss for his diligence 

in class and in exam prep 

club. We have already 

started our exam prep for 

the current Year 5 pupils 

who wish to sit for entrance 

examinations in the next 

academic year.  

Our annual Celebration 

Evening was a great suc-

cess, with so many parents 

turning up to celebrate the 

achievements of their child. 

It was good to see so many 

parents chatting to and ap-

preciating the work done 

by other members of staff 

as well as see the standard 

of work across the school.  

Please do give your feed-

back on this event or any 

aspect of school life to me 

directly to:  

head@essendenelodge.sur

rey.sch.uk  

 

Many thanks also to the PTA 

for organising the Easter 

Mini Fayre and it was fan-

tastic to see children at the 

Easter Parade with their 

lovely art and craft crea-

tions.  We also supported 

Sports Relief on 23rd March 

and with your amazing con-

tributions we raised £211!  

During the Easter break 

some children from KS2 will 

be going on our very first 

Space Camp visit to Bel-

gium. We will be at the Eu-

rospace Centre where chil-

dren will have an enriching 

experience and learn all 

about rocket making and 

launching, space shuttle 

control centre, moonwalk, 

zero gravity, multi-axis 

chair, the history of space 

to name a few. I would like 

to thank Mr Hodgkiss and 

Mrs Robinson for giving up 

a part of their break to ac-

company the children on 

this trip.  

There is so much more to 

look forward to in the Sum-

mer Term such as the prep-

aration of our KS2 produc-

tion of ‘Bugsy Malone’, Sci-

ence Week , Sports Day, 



As we finish this half term 

we wish you all a Happy 

Easter and a lovely relaxing 

break with your family. 

Warm Wishes  

The Pre- School Team 

promise. As they continue 

to learn through play they 

are also guided by us with 

focused tasks. This im-

proves their concentration, 

knowledge and continues 

to promote  their joy of 

learning.  

   As we look forward to 

next term we think about 

our topic of Minibeasts. Lots 

of adventures hunting for 

minibeasts are planned as 

we extend our knowledge 

and understanding. We are 

also aware that most of Pre 

School will be going up to 

Reception the following 

term so we will be planning 

visits to Reception as we 

continue to encourage in-

dependence and increase 

access to early reading and 

writing. This will encourage 

a smooth and happy transi-

tion. 

ters in the forest,the fairies 

called Oberon,Titiana and 

Puck and their favourite 

character called Bottom!! 

My goodness, the laughter 

whenever they heard that 

character’s name! We also 

looked at a very famous 

poem by Shakespeare; his 

18th Sonnet. As the children 

clapped to 18 I wonder if 

they remember some of the 

words like ‘The darling 

buds of May’ or ‘the eye of 

heaven shines’. A little 

while later we were enter-

tained by a professional  

storyteller and were  in-

volved in the ‘Shakespeare 

for schools’ workshop.  

   The children are really 

bonding with each other 

and some great friendships 

have developed as they 

learn to collaborate and 

praise each other and com-

What excitement we have 

had in Pre-School this half 

term!  Firstly we have 

looked at a variety of nurse-

ry rhymes and tried to in-

terpret them so they are 

relevant to the children. 

Perhaps Little Miss Muffet 

was frightened by the spi-

der or Little Bo Peep was 

slightly worried when she 

lost her sheep. We have 

thought about these feel-

ings and how we can help 

each other. We have 

marched to the Grand Old 

Duke of York and talked 

about the weather every 

day and made a chart. 

   One of the most thrilling 

events was our Shake-

speare week. We looked at 

A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream. Your children loved 

hearing about all the run-

ning round  of the charac-
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Parents, Teachers and Chil-

dren of Essendene 

Firstly, and as always many 

thanks to everyone who has 

supported the PTA fund-

raising initiatives this term. 

This half term has been a 

very short one but we still 

managed to fit in some fund 

raising events. 

The Malawi fundraising 

event on Sunday 25 Febru-

ary was a great success and 

raised £700 for Essendene 

Lodge PTA.  So a big thank 

you to all the organisers 

and everyone that attended 

the event or pledged mon-

ey. 

We ended the term with an 

Easter Egg Tombola and a 

visit from the much loved 

Easter Bunny. Thank you 

Easter Bunny, it isn’t Easter 

without you, and the chil-

dren especially the young-

er ones really loved seeing 

you again! 

As a result of all our recent 

efforts, Mrs Ali is looking 

into the options of leasing 

IPads for the children to use 

in school from September. 

Another reminder to regis-

ter for Easyfundraising, 

which is really easy to do 

and make sure you go 

through Easyfundraising for 

all your internet purchases. 

Since the PTA signed up for 

the scheme we have raised 

over £4,575. 

Please also join the Es-

sendene PTA Group if you 

are a Facebook user. 

Don’t forget to use your 

class reps to pass thoughts 

and ideas to the PTA for 

current and future events. 

Wishing you all a fabulous 

Easter break. 

Essendene PTA 

 

class trips and the annual 

residential for Year 5/6 pu-

pils to Bushcraft. Our resi-

dential trips are always full 

of active fun and teach our 

pupils about life skills, team 

work and co-operation,  

instil confidence and of 

course they learn how to 

take calculated risks ( stay-

ing away from home is an 

added bonus for pupils and 

parents)!  

 I hope you enjoy reading 

about the individual class 

and sporting achievements 

in this Newsletter.  A big 

thanks to Toby Libaert–Cox 

for his help in putting this 

newsletter together. On 

behalf of the staff I would 

like to wish you all a very 

restful Easter break. 

 

Mrs K Ali 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



was the very popular and 

extremely well supported 

Spelling Bee! The children 

did very well to learn the 

spellings and participate in 

the first round in the same 

morning. Isaac, Ehi, Lois 

and Poppy all took part in a 

tie break to get through to 

the finals with Mr Hodgkiss 

later that day. Our finalists 

were Isaac, Poppy and Ehi 

who all did very well in the 

finals. Isaac was our cham-

pion who came 3rd out of 

the whole school! Then the 

Beast came out in full force 

and it wasn’t until the fol-

lowing Wednesday when 

we were able to celebrate  

Book Week was a huge suc-

cess and highly enjoyable. 

On Monday we began ex-

ploring ‘Much Ado About 

Nothing’ and the characters 

in the story. The children 

were then asked to come 

up with character profiles 

for their favourite charac-

ters. These were a great 

success. Tuesday saw us 

enjoying a Midsummer 

Night’s Dream workshop 

with the West End in 

Schools Company. The chil-

dren did very well to learn 

the fairy monologue “Over 

Hill over Dale” the children 

later performed this as part 

of the whole school produc-

tion! Wednesdays event 

Oak News 

Willow News 
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We have had a very busy 

but fun half term!  

Oak Class have thoroughly 

enjoyed learning about a 

range of nursery rhymes. 

The children wrote lists of 

rhyming words, invented 

their own rhymes and or-

dered well known nursery 

rhymes. We learnt about 

o’clock and half past times 

and made individual 

‘Hickory Dickory’ clock 

faces and a huge 3D clock. 

After reading ‘Little Miss 

Muffet’ we found out about 

spiders and made shiny 

cobwebs. 

During Book Week, Recep-

tion class watched and read 

the story of ‘A Midsummer 

Night’s Dream’. The chil-

dren orally described their 

own imaginary dream set-

tings. They had some amaz-

ing ideas! Oak class made 

their own ‘Midsummer 

Night’s Dream’ collage for 

display as well as magic 

potion pots containing in-

ventive ingredients. The 

children listened attentively 

to Chris Connaughton, the 

travelling storyteller, who 

read examples of his own 

versions of fairytales. Thank 

you also to parents who 

voluntarily came into 

school to read and discuss 

stories with the class. This 

was a perfect addition to 

the week's activities. 

We celebrated Easter and 

learnt about the different 

traditions and festivities. 

The children made cards 

and chocolate Easter bas-

kets as well as many other 

arts and crafts.  

In English this half term we 

have continued to concen-

trate on our phonics, read-

ing and writing. The chil-

dren are really enjoying the 

learning and are very 

proud of their independent-

ly written work. The chil-

dren were excited about 

writing: their weekend 

news, descriptions of 

dream settings, completing 

story ordering tasks, nurse-

ry rhyme writing and infor-

mation about spiders. We 

regularly practise our 

handwriting and this contin-

ues to improve. 

In Maths we have solved 

addition and subtraction 

problems and have or-

dered numbers from one to 

twenty. The children have 

explored coins and their 

values and have taken part 

in role plays in shops buy-

ing and selling items. Oak 

class have learnt how to 

read o’clock and half past 

the hour times. The chil-

dren have also made tally 

charts and have converted 

them into bar charts. 

Oak class have worked 

extremely hard and have 

achieved so much this half 

term! Our next theme is 

‘Minibeasts’. We will learn 

about minibeasts that: flut-

ter and fly, weave and spin, 

creep and crawl and hum 

and buzz. The children will 

also have the opportunity to 

choose one minibeast and 

present a 

short talk 

to the 

class 

about it. 

Have a 

restful 

and 

peaceful 

holiday 

and I 

look for-

ward to 

seeing 

you again on Monday 23rd 

April 2018. 

Mrs Wilson 

Wow, what a jampacked 

half term! The children 

have thoroughly enjoyed 

reading ‘The Town Mouse 

and The Country Mouse’ in 

support of our topic ‘Urban 

and Rural’. It was very en-

joyable seeing where the 

children would ideally like 

to live and describing them 

beautifully!  The children 

have created some brilliant 

vehicles and 3-D sculptures 

in Art/DT this half term, 

again reflecting the Urban 

and Rural theme. 

The Beast from the East 

tried to scare William 

Shakespeare away but 

World Book Day which was 

definitely the highlight the 

children all looked magnifi-

cent in their costumes and 

so much effort had gone in 

to them! We were also 

joined by the wonderful 

Chris Connaughton who 

shared his amazing rendi-

tion of Rapunzel we have 

never seen the children so 

engrossed and they thor-

oughly enjoyed his story-

telling prowess! We were 

also joined by some visitors 

in the afternoons of Book 

Week, many thanks again 

to those Mums who came 

and shared their favourite 
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Beech News 
Year 3 have been very busy 

this half term! They have 

been working hard across 

all subjects, and are show-

ing a development in their 

routines and behaviour as a 

class. 

In Science the children 

have been carrying out lots 

of investigations about 

magnets, they have been 

working well in groups to 

come up with a scientific 

questions, plan their activi-

ty and record their results 

to find out which magnet is 

the strongest and if they 

work better in the air or 

water! 

Year 3 had an exciting Book 

Week, we really enjoyed 

looking at Antony and Cleo-

patra, and the children 

wrote fantastic letters as 

Mark Antony. The children 

had lots of fun in their 

Shakespeare workshop as 

the Mechanicals in A Mid-

summer Night’s Dream, 

they expressed their char-

acters wonderfully. All of 

the children were engaged 

as Chris Connaughton told 

the story of The Firebird, 

and they had fun trying to 

retell the story afterwards. 

In English, the children 

have looked at Fantastic Mr 

Fox and Harry Potter this 

half term, creating stories 

and non-chronological re-

ports about Hogwarts. They 

have been using fantastic 

conjunctions, adverbs and 

prepositions in their work, 

and have been practising 

their direct speech and 

inverted commas in their 

stories. They have also 

been working hard prac-

tising their reading with lots 

of expression and their 

comprehension. 

In Maths, we have been 

practising our calculations, 

making sure we can do our 

written methods. We have 

had fun trying to build 3D 

shapes, as well as measur-

ing and drawing 2D shapes. 

We have also created bar 

charts and pictograms us-

ing information from the 

class, and practised our 

measuring! The children 

have been working really 

hard practising their times 

tables this half term too. 

Beech class have been very 

creative in art, creating 

Egyptian silhouettes for the 

Art Exhibition, designing 

and making canopic jars, as 

well as creating a lovely 

banner for the Colour Ca-

terham event. 

Beech class had a wonder-

ful time at the Big Bang Sci-

ence Fair. They were able 

to experience virtual reali-

ty, make cars and power 

them using salt water, and 

learn about sound vibra-

tions. We all cheered Dan-

iel on as 

he went 

on stage 

and won a 

challenge 

where he 

used only 

his brain 

power to 

move a 

ball, and 

then he 

was al-

lowed to 

set off the 

big finale 

of explo-

sions! The 

children 

were all 

amazed! 

I look for-

ward to 

next term, 

where we 

will be 

exploring 

the topic 

of the rain-

forest, looking at the func-

tion of plants, adventure 

stories, and creating some 

lovely themed art as well. 

Well done this term Beech 

class, I hope you all have a 

restful Easter break!  

Miss Sullivan 

 we are going to explore 

fairy tales and 

letter writing. 

Finally, in Science 

we will be look-

ing at the seasons 

and how/why 

they happen. I 

hope the children 

have a lovely 

restful Easter 

break ready for 

more hard work 

in the final term of 

Year 1! (where 

has that time 

gone?!) 

Miss Nightingale 

stories with us!  

It was amazing to see so 

many Year 1 participants in 

The Spring Concert, it takes 

an amazing amount to cour-

age and confidence to per-

form in front of your peers 

and a room full of adults 

and for this they should be 

congratulated.  

The children have worked 

very hard this half term and 

some excellent progress 

has been made. Next term 

will see us exploring with 

Neil Armstrong on his jour-

ney to the moon! English 

promises to be magical as 
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Apple class have had a very 

exciting half term. We 

kicked off the term with a 

fabulous Book Week where 

children participated in a 

variety of activities sur-

rounding our chosen 

Shakespeare play ‘The 

Tempest’. They created a 

fantastic display board 

based on the play which 

included some spells that 

we made up, a storm creat-

ed with water colours and 

crayons and a 3D island 

made from egg boxes and 

tissue paper. We also really 

enjoyed meeting the author 

Chris Connaughton who 

told us the story of the 

‘Firebird’. In addition to 

this, we had a very good 

dress up day where many 

children dressed up as 

characters from the play 

including Prospero, Miran-

da and Prince Ferdinand. 

Apple class thoroughly en-

joyed our ‘Island life’ topic 

and produced some fantas-

tic work. The topic linked to 

Katy Morag and we studied 

the Island of Coll which the 

stories are based upon. 

Furthermore, children 

learned about the U.K coun-

tries and capital cities as 

well as the surrounding 

seas and can locate the Is-

land of Coll on a map. 

In mathematics this term we 

have continued to work on 

both our times table and 

division and have started to 

solve word problems that 

include these operations. 

We have also be been look-

ing at measure and we en-

joyed measuring and 

weighing a variety of items 

using different measuring 

instruments such as metre 

sticks, scales, vessels and 

thermometers. Further-

more, we have consolidat-

ed our fraction work using 

pizzas. The children were 

put into groups and had to 

work out how to divide 

their pizza equally before 

enjoying their slice. 

Our English topics this term 

included poems, stories 

from a familiar setting and 

recounts. We produced a 

range of beautiful stories 

based on Katy Morag, fo-

cusing on the structure and 

main event of our story. 

When studying poems we 

looked at funny poems and 

had a go at write our own. 

Our recount work has now 

been consolidated and ap-

ple class are able to 

demonstrate excellent re-

count writing skills includ-

ing using time connectives 

and writing in chronologi-

cal order. 

I hope you have a lovely 

Easter holiday and next 

term we look forward to our 

topic called ‘crackle, pop, 

bang!’. We also look for-

ward to a class trip to Now-

er Wood Educational Na-

ture Reserve where we will 

be studying seeds and 

plants. 

Miss Bartlett 

I can’t believe we’ve fin-

ished two terms of Year 

four and there is only one 

term left.   The children 

have been working ex-

tremely hard and there 

have been many exciting 

activities that Cherry Class 

have participated in.  

In maths, the children have 

been furthering their 

knowledge of equivalent 

fractions and are identify-

ing common denominators 

to order fractions as well as 

add and subtract them.  

They have also been revis-

ing written methods to mul-

tiply and divide numbers 

and applying this to prob-

lem solving.   

In English, the children 

have been studying myths 

and legends.  We read the 

books Can you Catch a 

Mermaid? and Beowulf 

which captured the chil-

dren’s imagination and in-

spired them to create their 

own mythical characters 

and write their own stories.  

Linking with our topic on 

China, the children carried 

out some research on pan-

das and wrote some excel-

lent non chronological re-

ports.  

We have had so many high-

lights over this half term.  

The Big Bang Fair at The 

NEC and Book Week to 

name a few.  The Big Bang 

Fair was an amazing oppor-

tunity to experience the 

theatre shows and interac-

tive stands and workshops.  

The children really enjoyed 

the activities especially the 

virtual reality games, mak-

ing hand cream and visiting 

the ambulance.  During 

Book Week, the children 

had great fun dressing up 

as Shakespeare characters, 

participating in a Shake-

speare Workshop and stud-

ying the book Twelfth 

Night.  We also had three 

finalists (Alice, Keyan and 

Rhys) for the Spelling Bee 

competition with Rhys com-

ing second overall.  

 

Next half term, we look for-

ward to our topic of Scandi-

navia where we will be fo-

cussing on The Vikings and 

how they invaded parts of 

the world.  It will also be 

Science Week and many 

activities have been 

planned including an excit-

ing workshop. 

We hope you all have a 

restful Easter break.   

Ms Skinner and Mrs Smith 

Cherry Class 

Cherry News 
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Maple News 

Another term has flown by 

with so much excitement 

and learning taking place! 

The children have been on 

several exciting trips to 

help consolidate their 

learning. For example, we 

were lucky to be invited to 

the Science Week assembly 

at Caterham School, which 

was hosted by Mr Keyworth 

and some of his sixth form 

students. We witnessed 

how different chemicals 

produced multi-coloured 

flames when they were 

sprayed over Bunsen Burn-

ers and how some reactions 

created rising foam, bright 

lights and very loud bangs. 

It was also very exciting to 

be able to spend the whole 

day at the Birmingham Big 

Bang Fair. There were so 

many amazing stalls inform-

ing us about electronics; 

the human body, careers in 

the industry; nuclear power 

and the future of robots 

(just to name a few). We 

had hands on experience of 

working with technology to 

get a job done and the chil-

dren used Science to create 

foods and medicines. I 

think their favourite part 

was the Virtual Reality 

headsets which took them 

to places they never 

thought possible!  

In a cross-curricular link 

between Science and DT, 

the children learned that 

stored energy from rubber 

bands could power a hand-

made car. They tested their 

ideas with two wheels and 

then used this concept to 

improve their model. The 

results were fantastic and 

we had a very exciting 

competition to see whose 

car would go the furthest. 

Despite it being a short 

term, the children have 

packed in lots of quality 

learning with exposure to 

algebra, missing angles, 

report writing and poetry. 

In PSHE, the children con-

sidered the impact of immi-

grants and refugees on 

Great Britain. We also en-

tered the children into a 

competition, where they 

designed a new healthy-

eating bag for Aldi.  

During Book Week, we 

delved into Shakespeare 

and had so much fun writ-

ing about, dramatizing and 

creating a display board all 

about Romeo and Juliet. We 

also recorded a version of 

Macbeth, which was used to 

help children from other 

year groups to learn about 

the play. They also had ex-

posure to the quality story 

telling of Chris Connaugh-

ton, who told us a riveting 

and very scary ghost story, 

which we went on to retell 

in our own words.  

It was also time for the an-

nual Spring Concert and 

several children from the 

class took part, highlighting 

just how talented our pupils 

are. Alongside this, in PE, 

the children continued to 

practise and take part in 

team games and we were 

thrilled with the result in 

several matches against 

other schools in the area. 

Clearly practice does make 

perfect! 

Well done to Porscha Smith 

for winning Star of the 

Spring Term for her consist-

ently positive attitude to 

learning in class and her 

kindness and good nature. 

Thank you for all again for 

your support this term and I 

look forward to seeing you 

all back at school in the 

Summer Term after a well-

earned break. 

Mrs Robinson 

Maple Class 
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This has been an eventful 

and action packed term for 

the children of Sycamore 

Class. 

Year 6 began the term sit-

ting their entrance exams 

for senior schools, and fin-

ished the term in the won-

derful position of having 

achieved places at a chosen 

school. I cannot over-

emphasise the enormous 

amount of effort and ability 

that has been put into this 

process by all of them. We 

are all enormously proud of 

you and what you have 

achieved!  

In class we have been ex-

ploring the work of 

Rudyard Kipling, writing 

our own animal stories in 

Kipling’s style. This has 

allowed us to explore and 

improve our skills in under-

standing historical fiction. 

We have also explored non

-chronological reports, get-

ting across crucial infor-

mation in a concise and 

easy to understand manner. 

The highlight of the term 

however, was inevitably 

Book Week, with the chil-

dren throwing themselves 

wholeheartedly into the 

detective stories and car-

toon strips. Both the chil-

dren and all the staff 

worked incredibly hard to 

make the week a success, 

and I would like to thank 

them all for their effort and 

enthusiasm! 

In Maths our work on calcu-

lation has concentrated 

upon selection of the most 

appropriate and efficient 

methods to achieve results 

and exploring the uses of 

algebra. 

In science we have investi-

gated Darwin, The Origin of 

Species and natural selec-

tion. 

Our history topic this term 

has been Churchill, allow-

ing the children to discover 

the dramatic changes and 

events that took place dur-

ing the lifetime of this ex-

traordinary figure in British 

History. 

Next term we look forward 

to the challenges of our 

residential trip to Bushcraft 

involving; camp building, 

wilderness first-aid, wood-

craft and orienteering to 

name but a few of the excit-

ing activities in store! 

I hope you all have a relax-

ing and enjoyable Easter, 

and look forward to the 

start of the Summer Term.  

 

Mr. Hodgkiss.  
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PE News 
We have had another busy term in the PE department and I’m sad to say it has been my last for a while. 

In Games, all children have been playing rugby, which they have all thoroughly enjoyed! It gives everyone a 

chance to learn new skills, with catching and throwing, kicking and different types of game play. Getting muddy 

has also been high on some of the children's agenda and we hate to disappoint. 

We have continued to train for cross country by playing a variety of running games, which the children are enjoy-

ing, we are also timing the children occasionally so that they can track their own progress and give them some-

thing to aim for. The leaderboard is attached. 

In Athletics, children have been demonstrating further knowledge and skills. They have shown some pleasing re-

sults in their assessments and most children have been able to improve their throwing and jumping scores. Con-

gratulations to the following children who were able to throw and jump the furthest distances in their classes: 

Year 1:  

Jayden Rai: Javelin 7.9m 

George Shepherd: Shot Put 8m 

Poppy Tomei: Long Jump 1.55m 

Year 2: 

Henry McEleney: Javelin 7.7m 

Year 3 & 4 

Ryan Frost: Javelin 11.9m 

Rhys Wintle: Shot Put 12.6m 

Year 5 & 6 

Taylor Lovatt: Javelin 12.1m 

Sofia Wintle: Shot Put 11.8 

We were lucky that our last cross country competition went ahead regardless of the weather and the children that 

took part made me so proud - it was very, very cold and we couldn’t see well but they all showed great determina-

tion in this tricky event and performed very well! I hope you enjoy looking at the pictures. 

The U9 team ran first and out of 70 runners their positions were: 

Reece Lovatt: 12th 

Ryan Frost: 17th 

Stanley King: 29th 

Viktor Rose: 56th 

Anna Frost: 57th 

Nia Simbo: 60th 

We only had 1 girl from U11 representing us and she didn’t disappoint!  

Well done to Mia McAllen who came 44th out of 72 girls! 

Our U11 boys team had 76 finishers and their positions were: 

Zak Mihalop: 13th 

Finley Manning: 19th 

Jake Scott: 51st 

Taylor Lovatt: 57th 

Abinow Roberts: 59th 

Pablo Maddocks: 67th 
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PE News 

I have also included the Juniors cross country leaderboard which I hope you enjoy looking at and see all of their 

individual successes!  

I am so proud of all the children! 

Nettball matches 

We have had some netball and football matches this term against Warlingham Park School. In netball, starting 

off with U11 which were able to win 6-3 in quite a difficult match as both teams were evenly matched. We were 

able to show great teamwork as the centre court managed to get the ball from one side of the court to the other 

family quickly in order for us to score. It is difficult to pick out just 1 or 2 players from a team effort as everyone 

worked really hard to secure the win, 

Our U9 team, weren’t so lucky but we had height, age and experience against us as Essendene girls were faced 

with playing against girls that were older, taller and had much more experience than we did. However, did not 

falter! We continued to play as best as we could until the end and all of the girls worked immensely hard as a 

team and I couldn’t have been happier with their performance. Final score 8-0. 

Unfortunately the final netball tournament at Warlingham Park was cancelled, due to more snow. I was really 

looking forward to, as were the children, our final match together! 

Football matches 

Against Warlingham Park a mixed Under11/10 team produced a great performance, winning 2-1 against a 

strong Warlingham team. The match was closely fought and competitive throughout, and mention must go par-

ticularly to Yianni Photiou and Jack Murphy for great performances. 

The corresponding Under 9 match against Warlingham saw the boys come up against a very large team! The 

boys competed well, scoring once and coming close on a number of occasions but size eventually won the day, 

Warlingham winning 4-1. 

 I am going to really miss teaching all of your children, hearing their stories and tales of what their weekends 

have been full of, I have enjoyed every minute and I will be there at sports day to cheer them all along and to 

celebrate their sporting success!  

Miss Thabet 

 

 



Star of the Week assemblies remain as popular this year and there is much excitement on a   Friday morning in an-

ticipation of names and house points.  Our House Captains this year have taken their roles very seriously and are 

very diligent when it comes to counting the house points! 

The stars of the week: 

Oak:  Maxwell McRae, Alexi Burrell, Poppy Tomei, Khaiyan Patel, Richard Pachinger, Oscar Singleton  

Willow:  Brodie Watt, Sean Roubaud, Poppy Tomei, Darcy Berdussin-Smith, Jayden Rea, Ethan Hollywood 

Apple: Valentino Gennari, Evelyn Friar, Henry Stuart, Eloise Feeney, Jerry Zhang, Laurence Tagliarini 

Beech:  Ben Irwin, Hugo Watt, Daniel Ndumiyana, Aaron Frost, Tianna Scott, Gabriella Photiou  

Cherry:  Nell Roubaud, Keyan Etherington, George Kakoudakis, Anna Frost, Leticia Masiero, Emma Zhang  

Maple: Jake Scott, Riya Panchoo, Jack Murphy, Steven Silveira, Thomas Irwin, Daniel Shepherd 

Sycamore: Abby Roubaud, Saria Simbo, Henry Hodgkiss, Oscar Libaert-Cox, Evelyn Miller, Mia McAllen  

Stars Of  The Half Term 
Well done to all our pupils who worked consistently  

hard to earn their star of the half term award. 

Oak:  Florence Diver  

Willow:  Isaac Bickley  

Apple: Eloise Feeney  

Beech: Emma Tagliarini  

Cherry:  Nell Roubaud  

Maple: Porscha Smith  

Sycamore:  Oscar Libaert-Cox  

House Points:  

The houses continue to perform well and as we still have a term to go there is still catch up time! Well done to all the 

houses and house captains for continuing to work hard to earn housepoints for the coveted  end of year trophy. 

Leeds: 633  Hever: 535  Windsor: 615  Arundel: 708 

Well done to the House of Arundel for scoring the most house points this half term! 

Punctuality Cup 
 Well done to the following classes for the most attendance and for being here on time at 8.30am! 

Week 1: Maple Class Week 2: Beech Class Week 3: Willow Class Week 4: Willow Class Week 4: Cherry  Class 

Reminders 
• Uniform checks will take place in the summer term.  Please ensure your child is in full reg-

ulation summer uniform including hats/caps.  Coats and shoes must not be of colour other 

than black/blue. Girls hair must be tied back neatly away from face.  Boys hair should be 

short and tidy. 

• Please keep your child off school for 48 hours after a bout of sickness and diarrhoea, it is not 

helpful to us to send your child to school medicated with calpol – this means the child is not 

well enough for school. 

• Please ensure your child is booked into After School Care/ Breakfast Club 24 hours in ad-

vance. Children must be collected from ASC by 6pm at the latest. Additional charges will 

apply for late pick up.  

• PE uniform check will take place during the first PE lesson in the summer term. 
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Stars Of  The Week 

Head Teacher Stickers 
The following children are to be congratulated for 

earning the most house points during this half term! 

They all received a headteacher sticker!  

Leeds: Darcy Berdussin-Smith, Isaac Bickley, Jamie 

Barlow, Henry McEleney, Nia Simbo 

Hever:  Brodie Watt, Isobel Ellison, Callum Watt, Hen-

ry Vernon, Arun Maathavan, Henry Stuart, Abinow 

Robert 

Windsor: Tom Stafford- Hill, Finley Manning, Anabela 

Rose, George Shepherd,  

Arundel: Ehi Azenabor, Lauren Bottle, Sami Silveira, 

Sofia Wintle, Poppy Tomei, Abby Roubaud 
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On Friday March 23rd 2018, pupils from Year 1 up to Year 6, were all very excited to showcase their incredible tal-

ents. We were entertained by a larger variety of acts than ever before. There were comedians, dancers, singers, 

magicians, a martial artist, puppeteers, poets, singers, a story-teller and even a ventriloquist! The children had prac-

tised well and the audience, who packed out the Community Centre, were blown away by their skills. I have had 

many compliments about the show and this is all thanks to the commitment of the children, their parents and the club 

leaders, who worked so hard to ensure that the costumes, props and performances were spectacular!  

At the end of the show, we were delighted to announce that the end of year production will be Bugsy Malone. This is 

a play set in 1920s America between two rival gangs, who use splurge guns and custard pies to gain control of the 

streets. From initial feedback, I know that everyone is keen to get started on rehearsals; with so many talented chil-

dren taking part, I also cannot wait! 

Spring Concert 
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Book Week 
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Science Week 
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Wow what a fantastic day key stage 2 had at The Big Bang Science 

Fair at the NEC Birmingham! With over one hundred activities, 

shows and workshops exploring all areas of Science, technology, 

engineering and maths there was a lot to keep us busy. A popular 

activity was the virtual reality roller-coaster along with an edible 

science workshop where children made their own chocolate. In-

addition we enjoyed the stage shows and robotics. 
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Gala Evening  
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Essendene Lodge School 

Essendene Road 

Caterham 

Surrey 

CR3 5PB 

Phone: 01883 348 349 

E-mail: 

office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk 

Important Dates For the Summer Term 

Birthdays 

New Joiners 
We would like to welcome the following 

children who have joined Essendene 

Lodge this half term: 

Acorn Class - Mikael Ali 

Willow  Class- Sean Roubaud 

Apple Class - Jerry Zhang 

Cherry Class - Nell Roubaud, Emma 

Zhang 

Maple Class - Brooke Thompson  

Sycamore Class - Abby Roubaud 

20th April  Staff Inset 

23rd April  First Day of Term 

26th April  Open Morning 9.30-11.30am 

1st-4th May                 Bushcraft Residential Trip Y5 & 6 

2nd May  Year 2 visit to Nower Wood 

10th May  Perform African Jungle Workshop – PS-Y2 

14th May  Class Photographs 

17th May  Year 5 visit to Chessington 

21st May  Science Week 

22nd May  Mobile Planetarium Workshop – whole school 

25th May  Coffee Morning 

28th May-1st June HALF TERM 

5th-8th June  Year 6 Level 2 Bikeability 

12th June  Year 4 visit to Horniman Museum 

19th June  Sports Day (back up 26th June) 

4th July   Meet the Teacher Evening – 7pm 

5th July   KS2 Production – 2pm 

6th July   KS2 Production – 7pm 

9th July   Transition Morning/Parent Consultations 3.30-6pm 

10th July  Prize Giving – 2pm 

11th July   Last day of term – School finishes 12.00 noon 

We would like to wish the 

following children who 

have had or will have their 

birthday in March or April a 

very Happy Birthday 

Acorn Class 

Teddy Scarffe, Mikael Ali 

Oak Class 

Ethan Orioha, Beatrice Friar 

Willow Class 

Harry Stafford-Hill 

Thomas Stafford-Hill 

Ethan Hollywood 

Henry Vernon 

Apple Class 

Jerry Zhang, Valentino 

Gennari 

Beech Class 

Joey Cowe, Stanley King 

Jamie Barlow 

Cherry Class 

Viktor Rose, Nia Simbo 

Rhys Wintle 

 

Maple Class 

Riya Panchoo 

Maya Paranthaman 

Jake Scott 

Pablo Maddocks 
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