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Dear Parents 

We have a had a short half 

term but once again we 

have managed to fit so 

much in. Children and staff 

continue to work hard and 

Team Essendene are fo-

cused on achieving suc-

cessful outcomes and expe-

riences for all our pupils. 

Our Year 5/6 pupils were 

on their annual residential 

at Bushcraft, which despite 

the very cold and wet 

weather seemed to be 

worthwhile and fun experi-

ence for most of our pupils. 

Resilience and survival 

skills of our pupils were 

tested through building 

shelters, camp cooking, 

trapping and wilderness 

first aid. Children worked 

together as a team and 

needed to be adaptable to 

circumstances. Thanks to 

Mr Hodgkiss and Mrs Rob-

inson the children were all 

well looked after and by all 

accounts well fed by the 

leaders at Bushcraft. A spe-

cial well done to Evelyn 

and Finley for winning the 

fish eye challenge (that 

must have been hard to 

swallow) also to Yianni and 

Maya for having the cour-

age to take part. The chil-

dren will be going to 

Bowles Activity Centre in 

Tunbridge Wells next year 

to experience different 

types of outdoor activities. 

Year 6 also had the added 

of bonus of attending a life 

skills workshop at The Sut-

ton Life Centre. The work-

shop was aimed at building 

resilience and making in-

formed choices. Sutton life 

is focused on citizenship 

and making children aware 

of the wider society and the 

hurdles they may encounter 

as they get older. This pre-

pares pupils for transfer to 

secondary school as they 

begin to become more in-

dependent. 

Year 5 also had a fantastic 

day out at Chessington Zoo. 

Children took part in an 

educational workshop led 

by staff at Chessington and 

got to go on some rides. 

Thankfully the weather was 

dry albeit slightly cold. The 

children were very well 

behaved and enjoyed the 

whole experience. Year 2 

also had a day out at Nower 

Wood Nature Reserve. The 

day was wet and cold, nev-

ertheless Miss Bartlett re-

ported that children thor-

oughly enjoyed the activi-

ties and participated fully 

whilst exploring nature. 

Miss Bartlett is also encour-

aging Apple Class to partic-

ipate in the Surrey Wildlife 

Trust 30 days of wild chal-

lenge. This will encourage 

children to explore nature 

further through additional 

enjoyable activities. 

Year 5/6 were in the com-

munity visiting our local St 

Lawrence’s Church to learn 

all about the history of the 

church. We will be donat-

ing some money to the 

church as a goodwill ges-

ture especially as they are 

upgrading the toilet 

facilities. 

Many children participated 

in our annual Instrumental 

Recital. The children were 

clearly enjoying playing in 

front of their parents and 

peers. We were able to see 

the progression and Mrs 

Cheung explained the pro-

cess of music exams. We 

have some children playing 

at level 4 already. Thanks to 

parents for supporting this 

and giving their children 

lots of encouragement and 

of course thank you to Mrs 

Cheung for her effort in 

organising the recitals. 

Science Week was also a 

huge success and the 

theme of ‘Alien Invasion’ 

worked well for our pupils 

throughout the week. The 

science workshop, dressing 

up as an alien and alien 

home project all added to 

the fun aspect of learning 

all about space. It was good 

to see parents at the work-

shop on Wednesday help-

ing children to make a 

space station from junk 

modelling. Thank you to 

Miss Bartlett for organising 

a fun week and well done to 

the children for creating 

some very innovative al-

iens! Our Chair of the PTA, 

Nicky Mihalop and I have 

discussed the transference 

of funds raised for Malawi. 

The total amount raised is 

£6984.55. The PTA will be 

keeping 10% of this for our 

own school and currently 

we have sourced a few 

quotes for i-pads which 

have been passed onto the 

PTA. To enable us to use 

the i-pads effectively Mr 

Hodgkiss has already at-

tended an educational sem-

inar on how to use these for 

educational purposes and 

not just a tool to browse the 

internet. I have also been in 

touch with our partner 

school in Malawi and they 

inform me that they have 

completed the building of 

the new disabled toilet from 

the funds that they had pre-

viously and from the mon-

ies left they have refur-

bished 58 old desks and 

also have sourced 28 new 

desks. This of course is a 

drop in the ocean for them 

but they are keen to contin-

ue with this project when 

we send more funds to 

them as well as using some 

of the money to excavate a 

borehole and install a hand-

pump on their school site. 

This will allow the children 

to have access to clean 

drinking water at all times. I 

am sure you will agree that 

water is a basic human right 

and the gift of water is the 

best gift any human can 

receive. They have sent 

pictures of the disabled 

toilet and the desks so far 

which they would like me to 

share with you. Please see 

them at the end of this 

newsletter. From the same 

fund we will be donating 

£1000 for the Gifted Girls 

Fund. Thank you to parents 

and pupils for having so 

much enthusiasm and pas-

sion for this project. We do 

many fundraisers in our 

school throughout the year 

to support local and nation-

al causes and I am remind-

ed of an old proverb 

“charity begins at home but 

it should not end there”. 

We are very lucky 

to have a strong interna-

tional link and one that I 

hope we can continue to 

support and benefit for 

years to come. 

We have been carrying out 

uniform inspections and 

some children consistently 

violate uniform rules. 

Please ensure 

you child is in regulation 

school uniform. Girls 

should tie their hair using a 

black/blue band or scrun-
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chie and wear their hair 

away from their face. Boys 

hair should be short and 

away from their face/eyes 

and must be brushed every 

morning. All children from 

Reception to Year 6 are 

expected to wear hats/

caps. 

Woldingham School are 

celebrating 175 years this 

year. I was very kindly in-

vited by the Headmistress 

Mrs Hutchinson to their 

celebration evening for 

local prep heads at The 

Goring Hotel in London. 

Mrs Hutchinson and  

senior staff were on hand to 

tell us more about this 

amazing school. They are 

very much looking forward 

to receiving two of our Year 

6 girls in September and 

are hoping that more will 

follow suit in subsequent 

years. Caterham School 

have also very kindly of-

fered us the use of their 

forest school and climbing 

wall. Year 4 have already 

had an experience of this 

whilst some classes will be 

visiting after the half term 

break. Many thanks to 

Caterham School for facili-

tating this for our pupils. 

We were delighted with 

some of our pupils who 

took part in the Redhill and 

Reigate Drama Festival. 

Well done to Daniel Ndumi-

yana for gaining second 

place for his own poem and 

honours for an additional 

recitation. Tianna Scott 

received honours for her 

poetry whilst Anabela Rose 

gained third place. Mia 

McAllen received a Merit 

Star for her Shakespeare 

reading. A great achieve-

ment, well done to you all! 

Events to look forward to 

next term are Sports Day, 

House Swimming Gala, KS2 

production and Prize Giv-

ing Day. In addition, Year 6 

will be going to Chessing-

ton Zoo as part of their Year 

6 treat before they move 

onto secondary schools. 

We would like to wish Ms 

Skinner well as she goes off 

on maternity leave, Mr 

Hodgkiss will be our inter-

im Assistant Head and will 

take on some additional 

duties in Ms Skinner’s ab-

sence. I hope you enjoy 

reading about the individu-

al class and sporting 

achievements in this News-

letter. Thanks to Toby 

Libaert–Cox for his help in 

putting this newsletter to-

gether. 

On behalf of the staff I 

would like to thank you for 

your continued support and 

wish you all a relaxing half 

term. 

Mrs K Ali 

Head Teacher 

Parents, children and 

teachers of Essendene, this 

has been a short and quiet 

half term for the PTA, the 

weeks have really flown by. 

 The Malawi fundraising 

event at the end of Febru-

ary, proved to be a great 

success, not only was it a 

fun night, it made an amaz-

ing profit of £7000.  Mrs Ali 

and the fundraising team 

who worked so hard on this 

event gave £700 of the prof-

it to the PTA, which we are 

truly thankful for. 

 The school and the PTA are 

considering leasing and the 

funding of 30 Ipads.  Mr 

Hodgkiss will be going on a 

course to see how Ipads 

can be used effectively in 

the classroom.  We will 

keep you updated on the 

progress and the time-

scales. 

 After half term we will be 

arranging a bag for support 

collection as well as a com-

bined cake sale and uni-

form sale in the play-

ground.  Dates for both 

events to be con-

firmed.  The PTA are also 

looking into the possibility 

of having an end of year 

disco for all children, we 

will keep you posted!!. 

Please remember to regis-

ter for Easyfundraising for 

your internet purchases, it’s 

really is easy to do and 

earns money for the 

PTA.  Please also join the 

Essendene PTA Group if 

you are a Facebook us-

er and don’t forget to use 

your class reps to pass 

on your thoughts and ideas 

to the PTA for current and 

future events.  

Thanks for all your support 

and commitment 

 The Essendene PTA 



enchanted with them and 

watched in wonder as they 

wriggle and squirm. We 

have peeped in daily at the 

caterpillars in Reception 

class. Your wonderful chil-

dren have also been look-

ing at the environment of 

different minibeasts and 

comparing a bugs life to 

their own!!! We have also 

had fun pretending to be a 

spider and spinning our 

own webs. As we continue 

with our reading,writing 

and numbers we are very 

proud of their progress in 

all areas. As we start to 

think and plan for our new 

topic ‘All about me’ we 

thank you all for your con-

tinued support and wish 

you all a wonderful half 

term break.  

Your children have enjoyed 

the topic of Minibeasts im-

mensely! They have loved 

estimating, counting, order-

ing and comparing (plastic) 

minibeasts. We continued 

to develop our skill of or-

dering when your children 

made their very own 

books, based on The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar. Here 

the children ordered the 

story using pictures to show 

the life cycle from caterpil-

lar to butterfly. The chil-

dren have focused on a 

variety of books including 

The Bad Tempered Lady-

bird, Ananci Spider as well 

as many non-fiction, fact 

finding books. We have 

been fortunate enough to 

have tadpoles in our class. 

Your children have been 

Oak News 
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We have had a very busy 

but fun half term!  

Oak class have thoroughly 

enjoyed learning about 

minibeasts. The children 

made: caterpillars, egg box 

spiders and balloon bees as 

well as many other amazing 

arts and crafts.  We also 

took turns to weave a big 

wool spider’s web. The 

children acted out being 

buzzing bees, wiggly 

worms and fluttering but-

terflies and made honey 

sandwiches and butterfly 

cupcakes to take home and 

enjoy eating!  

Oak class look forward to 

our regular visits to the gar-

den centre and park, where 

we went on a minibeast 

hunt. The children had a 

fantastic time visiting Bay 

Pond Nature Reserve where 

they went pond dipping. 

The instructor compliment-

ed the class on their fantas-

tic behaviour and their 

knowledge about the differ-

ent creatures. We would 

also like to say a huge 

thank you to Mrs Sandiford 

who came in to read the 

class several amusing sto-

ries. 

We all had a wonderful 

time during Science Week, 

in which we visited the trav-

elling planetarium, com-

pleted a junk modelling 

activity with enthusiastic 

and enterprising parents, 

made our own planet Earths 

and had a science movie 

afternoon with popcorn 

watching a video about an 

alien race on planet Earth. 

In English this half term we 

have continued to concen-

trate on our phonics, read-

ing and writing and the 

children are becoming 

more confident and are 

very proud of their inde-

pendently written work. 

The children were especial-

ly excited about thinking of 

minibeast rhyming words 

and making up their own 

minibeast rhymes. We reg-

ularly practise our hand-

writing and this continues 

to improve. 

 In Maths we have solved 

addition and subtraction 

problems and have or-

dered numbers from one to 

twenty. The children have 

explored 2D and 3D shapes 

and their properties. Oak 

class have learnt how to 

draw and measure with 

their hands, feet and rulers. 

We have contin-

ued work on mon-

ey and time and 

reading o’clock 

and half past the 

hour times. The 

children also had 

a brilliant time 

directing bee bots 

around the play-

ground. 

The children have 

worked extremely 

hard and have 

achieved so much 

this half term! Our 

next theme is ‘All 

about Me’ and will 

learn about: My 

Body, My Hands 

and Touching, My 

Ears and Listen-

ing, My Eyes and 

Looking, My 

Health and Our Achieve-

ments and Goals. 

Have an enjoyable holiday 

and I look forward to seeing 

you again on Monday 4th 

June. 

Mrs Wilson 

The Pre School 

Team 
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We have been ever so busy 

this term! We had a fantas-

tic trip to Nower Wood Na-

ture Reserve, where we 

consolidated our learning 

on plants. We enjoyed par-

ticipating in a nature hunt 

around the wood, identify-

ing leaves and flowers and 

splashing in the muddy 

puddles! Apple class also 

really enjoyed Science 

Week, especially learning 

about the solar system in 

the huge Science Dome that 

came to school on Tuesday. 

There was a great deal of 

effort put in to designing 

their Aliens, good job Ap-

ple class! Furthermore, 

throughout the week we 

conducted a vast amount of 

research about the planet 

Venus and created a model 

and information sheet col-

laboratively, which we used 

to teach others in the school 

about the planet.  

Our topic ‘Crackle, Pop and 

Bang’ based on Guy 

Fawkes, was thoroughly 

liked by the children and 

they spent a lot of time re-

searching. They created 

fabulous factsheets, book-

lets and posters on the life 

of Guy Fawkes and the 

Gunpowder plot story. This 

topic also linked to some of 

our English study this term 

and we wrote a non-fiction 

text on Guy Fawkes and the 

Gunpowder plot. We also 

explored quest stories 

where we sequenced the 

story of ‘Lost and Found’ by 

Oliver Jeffers and wrote our 

own quest stories based on 

our tip to Nower Wood.  

In mathematics this term 

children have been work-

ing hard on their times ta-

bles and I am pleased to 

report that they have all 

made progress scoring 

good marks in their termly 

times tables challenge! We 

have consolidated our 

knowledge on both 2D and 

3D shapes and children are 

able to sort shapes in to 

Carroll diagrams based on 

their properties. Further-

more, we have been look-

ing at word problems which 

involve the four operations.  

Apple class have worked 

very hard this term and I 

hope they have a lovely 

break. Next term we will be 

visiting Caterham’s Forest 

School and our topic is 

‘Modes of Transport’.  

Miss Bartlett 

loved participating in the 

many scientific activities 

the Dome had in store for 

them and were mesmerised 

by the show that completed 

the journey through space. 

We were joined on 

Wednesday by some com-

petitive parents for the 

space station junk model-

ling challenge! There were 

some very interesting mod-

els. Everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed this activity and 

thank you very much to 

those who came and took 

part. 

Finally, Willow class creat-

ed a huge 3-D model of 

Jupiter our class planet for 

the week. We made a mini 

quiz about Jupi-

ter and a fact 

sheet to accom-

pany our crea-

tion. The chil-

dren really en-

joyed seeing 

the older chil-

dren look at 

and use their  

facts and crea-

tion to further 

There have been other ex-

tremely memorable mo-

ments this half term too. 

The children have loved 

making felt flowers and a 

huge felt scene for their 

flowers to be displayed on 

in their art lessons! They 

made the felt from scratch 

using; wool fibres, soap 

flakes and warm water. The 

end result is beautiful and 

will be displayed outside 

our classroom in the corri-

dor for the whole school to 

appreciate. Of course, 

there was the Instrumental 

Recital too, which saw many 

of our class perform their 

music in front of an audi-

ence of parents and the rest 

of KS1. This took a lot of 

courage and we are very 

proud of all who took part.  

Science Week was a huge 

success! The movie ‘Home’ 

started the week off bril-

liantly and really got us in 

the alien mood. On Tuesday 

‘Space Mission Willow’ 

blasted off to the big hall 

where the solar system was 

waiting for us. The children 

Willow News 
Wow, half term already! 

The children have thor-

oughly enjoyed a mixture 

of fairy tales including Han-

sel and Gretel, the Ginger-

bread Man and the Ugly 

Duckling to name but a few. 

The children have written 

excellent alternative story 

endings and we have seen 

wonderful progress in their 

extended writing skills! The 

children have also devel-

oped their letter writing 

skills and they wrote letters 

to Mrs Ali and our historical 

explorer Neil Armstrong. 

Our Drama Workshop from 

Perform was highly enjoya-

ble and the children were-

whisked away to the deep-

est depths of the jungle! 

Their jungle adventure saw 

them scouring the jungle 

for different animals and 

wildlife, taking in their im-

aginative surroundings de-

scribing the trees, sounds 

and smells around them! 

The children were mesmer-

ised by the chief explorer’s 

enthusiasm and wonderful 

tales and games. 

their learning. 

The children have worked 

very hard this half term and 

some excellent progress 

has been made. It has been 

a whirlwind half term with 

lots of laughter and memo-

ries. We hope the children 

have a lovely restful holi-

day ready for their final half 

term in Year 1 where our 

topic will be ‘Toys’. The 

children will be consolidat-

ing their learning from 

across the year in the core 

subjects and will be work-

ing in preparation for the 

Year 2 curriculum. 

Miss Nightingale 
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Beech News 
Beech Class have been 

busy in English this term, 

investigating and learning 

all about adventure stories! 

They were able to carefully 

plan and write fantastic 

stories, using lots of gram-

mar and vocabulary we 

have been looking at this 

year! They have also been 

thinking about persuasive 

language, coming up with 

creative and convincing 

ways in which to persuade 

you to let them decide their 

own bedtime at the week-

end. 

In Maths, Beech class have 

been practising their frac-

tions, investigating and 

making rules to find the 

biggest fractions of pizza 

and cake. They have also 

been working on their ac-

curacy when telling the 

time from a 12 hour, 24 

hour and Roman numeral 

clock! 

In Science this half term, 

Beech class have been 

growing bean plants! They 

have been thinking about 

the different requirements 

needed for a plant to grow, 

and what might happen if it 

has a lot or none of its re-

quirement. They have man-

aged to create a green-

house effect on one plant, 

that is growing very suc-

cessfully! They have also 

examined different food 

plants, understanding that 

we can eat different parts of 

a plant. As well as investi-

gating and analysing how 

water is transported 

through a plant, clearly 

shown by putting celery 

into different pots with food 

colouring in! 

The children also had a 

great time in the Alien Inva-

sion Science Week! The 

planetarium visit was a 

great opportunity for the 

children to have an interac-

tive learning experience. 

The dress-up and junk 

modelling of a space station 

showed great initiative 

from the children and par-

ents alike, and Beech class 

came up with lots of crea-

tive and wonderful ideas to 

make a class display all 

about Neptune! 

The children have created 

beautiful work in Art this 

half term, making wonder-

ful Gyotaku fish prints, cre-

ating 3D collages inspired 

by Picasso’s cubism paint-

ings, and they have also 

looked at Picasso’s ‘Blue 

Period’, drawing self por-

traits in a similar style. 

Also congratulations 

to Tianna and Daniel, 

who prepared poems 

to read at the Reigate 

and Redhill Drama 

Festival. They were 

fantastic when they 

shared them with the 

class to practise! 

As we look forward to 

the final term in Beech 

Class, we’ll continue to 

work on our friendships 

making sure we are all hap-

py and kind to each other, 

looking forward to Prize 

Giving, Sports Day and the 

Key Stage 2 production. We 

will continue to study plants 

in Science looking at their 

life cycle, investigate Italy 

in Geography, and consoli-

date all of our learning 

across the year in English 

and Maths. 

I hope you have a lovely 

and restful half term! 

 

Miss Sullivan 

As we approach the final 

half term of the school year, 

I am immensely proud of 

the way the children have 

progressed over the year 

and I feel they are more 

than ready for upper key 

stage two.  I have enjoyed 

teaching all of the children 

and shall miss them greatly. 

Mrs Landauer has done a 

fabulous job taking over 

with the teaching of the 

class and the children have 

responded very well to her.  

In maths, the children have 

been furthering their 

knowledge of decimals and 

have been recognising and 

writing decimal equivalents 

of tenths and hundredths.  

They have also been round-

ing decimals to the nearest 

whole number and compar-

ing decimals of with differ-

ent decimal places.   

In English, the children 

have had a lot of fun with 

persuasive adverts and 

enjoyed creating an advert 

for a burger using a combi-

nation of alliteration, per-

suasive language and dif-

ferent offers to entice the 

consumer.  The children 

then used computers to 

create their advert in a fun 

and colourful way.  Friend 

or Foe has been one of the 

core texts in English over 

this half term and the chil-

dren have enjoyed explor-

ing the moral dilemmas 

within the story.  

We have had a great half 

term.  The children have 

visited Caterham School to 

take part in a Forest School 

led activity.  It was an amaz-

ing opportunity to have a 

hands on learning experi-

ence in a natural outdoor 

environment and complete 

some activities which in-

volved team building 

amongst the class.  Also, 

Science Week was another 

highlight of the half term.  

The children embraced the 

‘Alien Invasion’ theme with 

some spectacular fancy 

dress outfits and home-

made aliens.  The huge 

planetarium allowed the 

children to explore science 

interactively and learn 

about the solar system in 

greater detail.   

Next half term, we look for-

ward to two school trips 

(The Horniman Museum 

and Bough Beech) and 

Sports Day.  The school 

production of Bugsy Malone 

will also be in full motion as 

well as Prize Giving to 

round the term off.  

We hope you all have a 

restful half term.  Thank you 

for your kind gifts for the 

baby and the homemade 

cakes. I look forward to 

seeing the children when I 

return! 

Ms Skinner and Mrs Lan-

dauer 

Cherry News 
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Maple News 
This has been another fast 

and furious term with lots 

going on in a very short 

time! 

 

To start, we travelled to 

Bush Craft for an action-

packed week of shelter 

building, fire making, wa-

ter purification, whittling, 

singing and who could 

forget open-water swim-

ming in the freezing lake! I 

was so proud of the chil-

dren and the way they 

managed themselves 

through some challenging 

conditions. Although it 

might have been hard be-

ing away from home, the 

children took good care of 

both themselves and their 

friends. Particularly, I was 

impressed with how hard 

the children pushed them-

selves, not only to try new 

activities, but to work 

harder than they probably 

ever thought possible. We 

have all learned that chal-

lenge can be rewarding; I 

am certain that if any of our 

pupils went on to complete 

the Duke of Edinburgh 

Award, they would be very 

well prepared!  

 

This term in Science, we 

have been studying living 

that a lot of topics are sud-

denly becoming clear for 

the children as they pre-

pare to move into Year 6. 

We have also had lots of 

fun with poetry, with some 

stunning pieces of work 

relating to dreams and 

jobs. Modal verbs were 

used to describe how like-

ly it was that certain occu-

pations would be chosen. 

For example, ‘I might be-

come a snake trainer’ or ‘I 

definitely want to be a po-

lice officer’. All children 

chose their favourite piece 

from the week and then 

performed this in front of 

the class.  

 

History this term has fo-

cused on World War One – 

why it began and how it 

changed the face of Britain 

– especially for the women 

who were left behind to 

keep the country running. 

The children have con-

ducted their own research 

to find out about other fac-

tors such as why America 

joined the Triple Entente 

to fight and what hap-

pened during The Battle of 

the Somme. By writing 

letters home from the 

trenches, the children 

showed empathy with how 

things. As such, we took a 

trip to Chessington World 

of Adventures for a couple 

of workshops which taught 

us all about classification 

and habitats. The children 

were astounded (and also 

very worried) that ostrich-

es, cattle, gazelles and 

giraffes were all wander-

ing around in the same 

enclosure, but our guide, 

Harriet, reassured us that 

they were not threatened 

because of their position in 

the food chain. We also 

had a chance to draw our 

own incredible carnivores 

which ranged from crab-

like spiders to a fox-like 

snake and claw-winged 

monsters! Some of the chil-

dren enjoyed holding the 

giant snail whilst others 

preferred to stroke his 

shell. I can only assume 

though that the best part 

was when the sun came out 

and the children had a 

chance to go on the Mon-

key Swing and the Cobra 

ride. 

 

As we are moving towards 

the end of the year, a lot of 

our mathematics and Eng-

lish lessons will now be 

concerned with consolida-

tion and revision. I can tell 

the soldiers felt and could 

understand what the impact 

was on those who were left 

behind to wait for them. We 

also looked on the register 

of the fallen to see if there 

was anyone with our sur-

name.   

 

Finally, we have just had a 

brilliant time during Science 

Week, learning more about 

our solar system and finding 

creative and innovative ways 

to tackle the problem of 

space travel to Mars and 

understanding how humans 

could survive once there. 

We really enjoyed the space 

dome and the junk model-

ling as well as watching the 

film Home which reminded 

us about the importance of 

belonging.  

 

As always, thank you for all 

for your support this term 

and I look forward to seeing 

you soon when Bugsy 

Malone rehearsals will be in 

full swing! 

 

Mrs Robinson 

Maple Class 
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While this half term may be 

a short one, it has already 

proved action packed and 

eventful. The children’s 

visit to Bushcraft was a first 

residential school trip away 

from home for some of 

them. They worked togeth-

er superbly to meet the 

practical challenges of 

looking after themselves 

and excelled in the chal-

lenges they faced each day. 

Shelter building, finding 

and collecting water, bush 

first aid and camp cooking 

gave them an outstanding 

opportunity to show their 

courage, determination and 

teamwork skills in an ex-

hausting, but I hope they all 

agree, enormously reward-

ing four days. Given the 

weather conditions for 

some parts of our stay in the 

woods, I felt the children 

showed great resilience 

and character. The leader-

ship and encouragement 

shown by the ‘old hands’ of 

Year 6 in helping the 

younger children through a 

challenging and exciting 

trip particularly impressed 

me. 

In the classroom, our Eng-

lish learning has been 

based upon this terms text, 

Just William. The children 

have produced some won-

derful stories based upon 

the adventures and misde-

meanours of William Brown 

from the Just William series, 

they have been writing sto-

ries and chronological re-

ports about how William 

would get on in a modern 

classroom.  

Our work in science, look-

ing at electricity and cir-

cuits has allowed the chil-

dren to expand their under-

standing of how we power 

our everyday lives. Our 

mathematics work has fo-

cused on measurement and 

calculation.  

As we look forward to next 

half term, we will be ex-

ploring modern fiction, 

using the books of Philip 

Pullman, exploring his de-

I am delighted to have met all the KS1 and KS2 students at Essendene Lodge School this term in my role of PE and 

Games Teacher. 

Summer term is for Striking and Fielding games, so we play lots of rounders and cricket and work on developing and 

improving ball skills related to those games, including throwing, passing, catching, batting and fielding. 

Our PE lessons this term consist of practicing map reading skills in Orienteering lessons. Children learn things about 

maps, what they consist of, keys, symbols, scale etc. We enjoy lots of activities that encourage teamwork and coopera-

tion, activities which introduce a competitive element and allow the children to work on agility, balance, co-ordination 

whilst holding or looking at a map. 

All students are delightful and a pleasure to work with. 

Mrs D. Harris 

Matches 

U11 Girls Rounders v Hawthorns 

The girls competed gamely against both a strong Hawthorns A team and the weather. Batting First Hawthorns made a 

strong start despite some excellent bowling from Elena Arveschoug. When it was the girls turn to bat, the weather 

worsening, making batting more difficult. While making a comeback to trail 5/12 – 9 at the midpoint the weather finally 

won out, forcing us to abandon the second inning. 

U11 boys v Hawthorns 

The boys played their first full competitive match of the cricket season against a strong Hawthorns side. Their first ex-

perience of a full 20 over per side game has given the boys a useful insight into the skills needed to succeed in the 

longer form of the game. Despite some excellent bowling from Henry Hodgkiss, supported by Zak and Taylor, Haw-

thorns posted a challenging total of 153. In response our experience of batting in these conditions showed, the team 

bowled out for 63. The boys have gained an enormous amount of experience of how to manage a game and an innings. 

This will stand them in great stead to compete in the remaining games this year. 

PE News 

velopment of characters 

and storylines. At the 

same time we will of 

course be preparing our-

selves for the end of year 

production – Bugsy 

Malone! 

Mr. Hodgkiss. 
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Bushcraft 

Year 5 and 6’s trip to Bushcraft this year was a challenging but deeply rewarding one. 

Upon our arrival at the camp in Penshurst, the children were immediately enthralled by the beauty and interest of 

the woodland. A chance to unpack and explore this beautiful place. Camp-craft was first on the agenda for the after-

noon – the children learning how to build their own shelters to survive in the wild. I was extremely impressed by 

just how many of them took the option of sleeping out in the shelters! 

Day two started as it meant to go on – wet! The Bushcraft staff did a brilliant job of keeping spirits up with a day 

packed with activities. Learning to find clean water in the wild is one of the most important skills needed for survival 

– the children learned to dig wells, gather water by evaporation and transpiration. Water purification using filtering 

and chemical cleaning completed the challenge. Lunch was a camp cooking lesson, involving panassing a salmon, 

and the now famous fish-eye challenge. Evelyn, Finley Yianni, and Maya took up the challenge – Finley winning by 

eating his in a matter of seconds, though closely  followed by Evelyn. 
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Camp first-aid helped the children learn how to deal with injuries using the re-

sources around them – they even dealt with an unexpected plane crash in the 

woods, rescuing the seriously injured Mrs. Robinson and Mr. Hodgkiss from the 

wreckage. Getting the casualties out of the cockpit proved a challenge, howev-

er with great enthusiasm they managed it eventually (I still have the bruises to 

prove it!) 

Thursday dawned with some much-needed sunshine, allowing us all to dry out. 

Until the pond swimming of course – the children all enjoyed their first open 

water swim, in a pond that looked and sounded (given some of the squeals!) a 

little chilly! Knife skills and fire building completed the day’s activities – fires 

proving something of a challenge given the still rather damp conditions! The 

day finished with ‘tribes have got talent’ – some interesting and definitely enter-

taining performances around the campfire, finished off with hot chocolate and 

marshmallows. 

The final day brought the children the opportunity to show off all the skills they 

had learned in the bushcraft challenge, along with some new ones in trap build-

ing and camouflage. 

Bushcraft this year was an extremely rewarding trip – the children learned some 

invaluable new skills and showed enormous resilience, curiosity and above all 

great teamwork!  
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Space Camp 
Children in KS2 had a great time at the Euro Space Centre in Belgium. Children took part in a  variety of activities 

including space shuttle launch, Moonwalk, Marswalk, Rocket making and launching, 3D cinema and exploration 

of History of Space.  
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Space Camp 
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Science Week 
What a fantastic Science week we have had! We had lots of fun finding out about the solar system and conducting 

research on the planets. The Science Dome was a particular highlight of the week where we leaned many facts 

about space. Another fun activity was our junk model space stations which were very creative! Furthermore, both 

staff and children made a wonderful effort with their space 

themed costumes. 

The winners of the Space Stations were: 

Pre-school - Isabella, Hugo. P, Mikael, Ruth 

Reception - Richard, Khayian, Charlie 

Year 1 - Lois, Poppy, Darcy, George  

Year 2 - Shreya, Evelyn, Eloise, Amelia 

Year 3 - Daniel, Ben. B, Joey, Charlie 

Year 4 - Benjamin, Keyan, Viktor, Anna 

Year 5 - Pablo, Brooke, Steven  



 

Science Week 
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Msulara Primary School…..progress so far 

A disabled toilet has been built from our funds raised and also the process of supplying pupils with 

desks is underway. Thank you.    



Star of the Week assemblies remain as popular this year and there is much excitement on a   Friday morning in an-

ticipation of names and house points.  Our House Captains this year have taken their roles very seriously and are 

very diligent when it comes to counting the house points! 

The stars of the week: 

Oak:  Thomas Simpson, Alexi Burrell, Nicoletta Peachey, Richard Pachinger, Oscar Sandiford  

Willow: Tom Stafford- Hill, Poppy Tomei, Ethan Hollywood, Isobel Ellison,  Henry Vernon  

Apple: Evelyn Friar, Arthur Craig, Henry Stuart, Anabela Rose, Harry Lyles- Clarke  

Beech:  Reece Lovatt, Daniel Ndumiyana, Joey Cowe, Leyla Betez, Stanley King  

Cherry:  Nell Roubaud, Viktor Rose, Benjy Ellison, Emma Zhang, Nia Simbo  

Maple: Jack Murphy, Brooke Thompson, Pablo Maddocks, Thomas Irwin  

Sycamore: Abby Roubaud, Yianni Photiou, Henry Hodgkiss, Maya Easy  

Stars Of  The Half Term 
Well done to all our pupils who worked consistently  

hard to earn their star of the half term award. 

Oak: Alexi Burrell 

Willow: George Shepherd 

Apple: William Dolling 

Beech: Charlie Daws 

Cherry: Benjamin Ellison 

Maple: Isabel Vos 

Sycamore: Evelyn Miller 

 House Points:  

The houses continue to perform well and as we still have a term to go there is still catch up time! Well done to all the 

houses and house captains for continuing to work hard to earn housepoints for the coveted  end of year trophy. 

Leeds: 563    Hever: 544    Windsor: 541   Arundel: 709  

Well done to the House of Arundel for scoring the most house points this half term! 

Punctuality Cup 
 Well done to the following classes for the most attendance and for being here on time at 8.30am! 

Week 1: Apple Class Week 2: Willow & Cherry Class Week 3: Willow Class Week 4: Oak & Apple Class 

Reminders 
• Regular uniform checks will take place in the Summer Term. Please ensure your child is in full regula-

tion summer uniform including hats/caps.  All children are expected to wear hats/caps to and from school.  

Coats and shoes must not be of colour other than black/blue. Girls hair must be tied back neatly away from 

their face. 

• Please keep your child off school for 48 hours after a bout of sickness and diarrhoea, it is not helpful to 

us to send your child to school medicated with calpol – this means your child is not well enough for school 

• Please ensure your child is booked into After School Care/ Breakfast Club 24 hours in advance. Children 

must be collected from ASC by 6pm at the latest. If you are late, it maybe helpful to ‘buddy up’ with another 

parent and ask them to collect your child to avoid extra charges. 

• Children should come to school with sun protection, they can reapply throughout the day depending on 

their exposure to the sun. 
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Head Teacher Stickers 
The following children are to be congratulated for 

earning the most house points during this half term! 

They all received a headteacher sticker!  

Leeds: Darcy Berdussin-Smith, Gabriella Edwards, 

Benjy Ellison, Marcel Ottoy 

Hever: Henry Vernon, Sami Silveira, Amelia Dickson-

Laundy, Mahi Katwa, David Grippman 

Windsor: Harry Stafford-Hill, Aaron Frost, Beatrice 

Friar, Anabela Rose 

Arundel: Hannah Bottle, Rhys Wintle, Florence Diver, 

Sofia Wintle, Poppy Tomei 



We would like to wish the following 

children who have had or will have 

their birthdays in May and June a very 

Happy Birthday. 

 

Acorn - Sadie Vernon 
 

Oak - Alexi Burrell, George Shep-
herd, Charlie Ottoy 

Willow - Isaac Bickley 
 

Apple - Amelia Dickson-Laundy, 
Harry Lyles-Clarke, Gabriella Ed-

wards, David Grippman, Arthur 

Craig, Shreya Panicker 

 

Beech - Sami Silveira, Daniel 
Ndumiyana 
 

Cherry - Leticia Masiero, Alice 
Stuart 

 

Maple - Steven Silveira, Jack Mur-
phy, Isabel Vos 

 

Sycamore - Saria Simbo, Oscar 
Libaert-Cox 
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Essendene Lodge School 

Essendene Road 

Caterham 

Surrey 

CR3 5PB 

Phone: 01883 348 349 

E-mail: 

office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk 

Important Dates For the Summer Term 

Birthdays 

28th May-1st June HALF TERM 

5th-8th June  Year 6 Level 2 Bikeability 

11th June  Year 5/6 – Forest School at Caterham School 

12th June  PS/Rec – Forest School at Caterham School 

12th June  Year 4 visit to Horniman Museum 

13th June  Year 2 – Forest School at Caterham School 

14th June  Year 6 – First Aid Course 

19th June  Sports Day (back up 26th June) 

20 June   Year 6 leavers treat to Chessington  

27th June  Year 4 – Bough Beech Waterworks visit 

28th June  Year 1 – Visit to Brighton 

4th July   Meet the Teacher Evening – 7pm 

5th July   KS2 Production – 2pm 

6th July   KS2 Production – 7pm 

9th July   Transition Morning/Parent Consultations 3.30-

   6pm 

10th July   Prize Giving – 2pm 

11th July   Last day of term – School finishes 12.00 noon 

12th July – 10th August Holiday Club 

 

 

New Baby 
 

We would like to congratulate Miss 

Thabet on the birth of her  daughter     

Thalia, who was born on April the 8th  

weighing 7lb 15oz.  

Net Aware 
If your child enjoys using websites, various tablet apps or plays games 

online please look at this website called Net Aware.  It is a tool to pro-

vide parents with useful information about the most popular sites, apps 

and games used by young people.  If you are unfamiliar with the apps 

and games your child is talking about then this website can provide 

some informative information about it and make you aware of any risks 

and age ratings. 

 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/ 

mailto:office@essendenelodge.surrey.sch.uk
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/

