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“An Essendene child stands out
from the crowd.”
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A family friendly environment

Our sense of community is very strong. Pre School
children know and interact withYear 6 pupils. Coming
together is a golden thread running throughout the school.
We have a very supportive and active PTA, whose
members organise many entertaining events throughout
the school year to raise funds that are used to benefit the
whole school community.
Our wider community is also important to us.We take

part in local and charity events and, further afield, are
twinned with a school inMalawi. Children regularly
exchange views through our website blog or letters that
are sent through a visiting teacher either from Essendene
Lodge or from the partner school.

Our Mission is to:

• Provide all our children with an educational
experience that stimulates and develops a passion
for learning

• In an environment that is nurturing, dynamic and
forward thinking with inspirational teaching

• A school where our children are self disciplined;
taking pride in their achievements and that of
their peers

• A community where parents are welcome to truly
share their child’s learning journey

An Essendene child stands out from the crowd.

Welcome to our school

Essendene Lodge School is an independent co-educational Primary and
Nursery School in Caterham, providing extremely high quality education
for 3 to 11 year olds within a friendly, family environment, including
wraparound care from 8am to 6pmMonday to Friday.
Essendene Lodge was formed in 1966, and is still owned byMrs Shirley Haydock, our
Principal. Our HeadTeacher, Mrs Kishwar Ali, and her team of highly experienced and
skilled teachers and teaching assistants are passionate about your child’s education.
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Our key aim is to help all children, regardless of ability,
to achieve their maximum potential.We provide a creative
and caring environment where pupils can learn at a pace
appropriate to their ability.This enables them to benefit
fully from the challenges and the opportunities of the full
curriculum.This is achieved through:

• High-quality, well-planned and well organised teaching
• Using the best possible resources
• Effective communication and cooperation with parents
• Continuous evaluation of individual success and the
performance of school

Our supporting aim is to foster lively, enquiring minds,
overall personal growth and an ability to test personal
values and attitudes, enabling children to participate fully,
actively and positively in society.We achieve this by:

• Providing a wide range of experiences and opportunities
• Guiding children and problem-solving investigation
• Fostering a strong sense of self-worth and respect
for others

• Developing a sense of independence and self discipline
• Showing individual and whole school successes
• Emphasising the value of consideration and cooperation

We provide a full and varied curriculum incorporating the
best of traditional and modern teaching methods with an
emphasis on the core National Curriculum subjects of
English, Mathematics and Science.

Essendene Lodge School provides an exceptional
education and outstanding attainment.

Our inspection report (July 2014) states:

“The school is highly successful in meeting its aims by
providing a stimulating educational experience for its
pupils within a nurturing environment.”

“The quality of pupils achievement is excellent” with
pupils achieving “well beyond the expectation for their
age in reading, writing and mathematics.”

SAT’s results “Have been above the national average for
primary schools and were exceptional overall in 2013.”

“Teachers have strong relationships with pupils
and teaching is characterised by warm and
encouraging approach.”

“The contribution of arrangements for pastoral care is
excellent. Moral awareness of pupils is excellent and they
develop strong moral values... pupils work well together
and so their social development is excellent.”

“In the EYFS, children make excellent progress in
relation to their starting points and capabilities, with
most, including those requiring additional support,
exceeding the Early Learning Goals by the age of five.”

“Staff provide outstanding support and guidance for
pupils, in accordance with the school’s aim to establish
a nurturing environment... parents particularly
commented on the excellent quality of pastoral care,
and their appreciation of the high standards of behaviour.”

Our aims
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The school is divided into three stages.

Early Years – Pre School and Reception
Children can join the school from the commencement
of the term in which they turn three.We follow the seven
areas of learning in the EarlyYears Foundation Stage
Curriculum and actively introduce children to basic early
maths and literacy skills.We also help them develop an
appreciation of books through daily reading. Children
learn through self initiated and adult supported activities
and have weekly singing lessons with ourMusicTeacher.
We focus on developing their social skills through
interactive play and all pupils have continuous access
to our outdoor area to help develop their physical agility.
In addition to this children visit the local park and library
on a regular basis. Children in Reception also swim on
a weekly basis.

Funded Nursery Education
We provide free funded nursery sessions, five days a week
from 8.30 am to 11.30 am. Additional hours and afternoon
sessions are as per our fee schedule.

Key Stage 1 (Infants) – Years 1 and 2
In the Infants, all National Curriculum subjects are
taught including French.There is specialist teaching
of PE,Music, Computing andModern Foreign Languages.
The children are continually engaged on more rigorous
English andMaths activities enabling them to gain solid
foundations in reading, writing and maths. Children read
everyday and are expected to continue the reading at home
on a daily basis. Children continue with their weekly
swimming lessons.

Key Stage 2 (Juniors) – Years 3 to 6
Children in the Juniors continue with all National
Curriculum subjects with but they are taught two
Modern Foreign Languages (French and German)
Specialist teaching continues in Computing, Music,
PE and Games.
Year 5 and 6 are thoroughly prepared for entrance

examinations and interviews. Parents are also offered
opportunities to discuss their Senior School preferences
with the ClassTeacher or Headteacher. Older children are
given roles of responsibility within the school to promote
their independence and self esteem.They also have the
opportunity to attend activity residential trips to an
outdoor activity centre in Kent where they experience
abseiling, rock-climbing, quad biking and much more.

Secondary achievements
Our pupils do exceptionally well in their entrance and
11+ exams. Every year our children are offered places
and scholarships at Independent and Grammar schools
including:

• Caterham School
• Croydon High
• Dunnotar
• Lingfield Notre Dame
• Old Palace
• Reigate Grammar
• Trinity
• Wallington County Grammar (boys)
• Wallington High (girls’ grammar)
• Whitgift
• Wilsons (boys’ grammar)
• Tonbridge Grammar (girls)
• Box Hill

About our school
– Structure –
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House System
We have four houses – Arundel, Hever, Leeds and
Windsor. Pupils withinYear 6 are nominated to be House
Captains annually. Children can earn house points daily for
achievement, effort and model behaviour. House Captains
proudly announce house points in our weekly celebration
assembly.This helps to instil a sense of team spirit and
competitiveness.There is a HouseTrophy awarded to the
winning house at the end of the academic year.

Homework
The school encourages homework starting in Pre School
and Reception classes where children are encouraged to
read as the main priority, and may be given other tasks to
do at home to support their learning. Formal homework
starts inYear 1 and is set at a level according to the child’s
age and development.
All children are encouraged to research and contribute

to class projects.We work with parents to support
their children’s learning, with homework playing an
important part.

School lunches
We offer a nutritious hot lunch at a very reasonable cost.
We run a three week rolling menu which offers a variety
of meals and caters for vegetarian and religious
requirements cooked fresh on site each day. Alternatively,
children may bring a packed lunch if they wish.

Special Educational Needs
We are an inclusive school and our Special Educational
Needs Co-ordinator works closely with parents, teachers
and outside agencies to ensure that all Essendene children
are supported to reach their full potential. Children
are assessed during the EarlyYears in order to give any
additional support if required in order to ensure that
all children reach their full potential.

Uniform
The pupils are expected to adhere to the strict uniform
code.The school operates its own uniform shop and nearly
new uniform sales are held regularly by the PTA.

Sport
Sport is a very important part of school life at Essendene.
Children have PE and Games lessons every week, plus
we hold our annual school Sports Day. Additionally we
organise inter-house and inter-school fixtures, all of which
foster the sense of team spirit so valued at Essendene.
Sports available at Essendene include:

• Athletics • Cricket
• Football • Gymnastics
• Netball • Pop lacrosse
• Tag rugby • Swimming
• Unihoc • Rounders

Swimming
Children have weekly swimming lessons from Reception
toYear 2. Swimming continues in the Juniors and Year 3–6
swim for one term within an academic year.

Essendene Scholarship Award
Essendene offers a scholarship of up to 50% off fees upon
entry toYear 3 for the Juniors at the discretion of the
Principal.The exam is open to existing pupils inYear 2,
as well as external candidates.The Scholarship is reviewed
annually and runs fromYear 3 toYear 6.

About our school
– The school day –
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Wraparound care
Essendene operates a wraparound care service from 8am
to 6pm every day, providing a good value and convenient
option for working parents.This starts with Breakfast Club
at 8am and continues after-school with Prep Club,
Extra-curricular Clubs and After School Care.

After-school care runs from 4.30pm to 6pm where children
are provided with a hot meal and enjoyable activities.
Children attending club activities until 4.30pmmay
complete their homework during after school care.

Holiday activities
Our holiday club is highly popular with children of all age
groups in the school. It runs during October half term,
Christmas, Easter and Summer holiday periods between
8am –4pm.The holiday club is open to non Essendene
pupils, although our pupils attend at a reduced rate.

Extracurricular Activities
The curriculum is further enriched by wealth of creative
and sporting activities which take place at break times and
after school. Some examples include:

• Sports – netball, tag rugby, football, cricket, badminton,
gymnastics and rounders

• Arts, Sewing and Needle Craft and DT
• Cookery
• Computer studies
• Choir
• Chess
• Drama
• Dance, including ballroom dancing
• Violin
• Guitar
• Flute
• Piano
• Singing

About our school
– Out of hours –
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Essendene Lodge School
Independent Pre Prep & Preparatory School

Essendene Lodge School
Essendene Road

Caterham
CR3 5PB

T: 01883 348349
E: office@essendenelodge.co.uk

www.essendenelodge.co.uk

“An Essendene child stands out
from the crowd.”
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