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A Message 
from the Head

Dear Parents,
I hope this newsletter finds you and your family safe and well.  
Well...what a turn of events this term has brought about!!  We have now been in lockdown for almost 9 weeks, and it seems 
that the way we live has completely changed. As a school we had to think really fast as to how we could offer our pupils 
continuity of education whilst they were not in school. My team and I worked tirelessly to learn and quickly adapt to this 
new way of teaching. Along with pupils and parents we found out about zooming and uploading and downloading and 
logging on and submitting work in the first week. Thanks to Mr Hodgkiss we were able to hit the ground running after the 
Easter Break with Google Classroom as a new, more user-friendly platform to enable pupils to return work for marking and 
accessing any work sent by their teacher. I must take this opportunity to thank my class teachers for their commitment, 
dedication and professionalism to ensure that we stay connected as a school community throughout this lockdown period. 

I cannot forget our pupils in all of this, we have all been impressed with  how they have come to accept and completely 
embrace a new way of learning in a virtual classroom. The feedback has been positive and we continue to refine and 
improve our delivery based on parental feedback. Our parental zoom meetings have helped us to understand things from 
your perspective and as ever, we are open to feedback at anytime. 

It seems that things are going to carry on like this for most of our year groups next half-term but there is a government 
desire to get people back to work for some specific age groups. We will be planning to open once again for Early Years, Year 
1 and Year 6 as well as continue our provision for Keyworker children on 1st June.  I feel that we have to establish a long-
term way of living with this threat without compromising on the health and safety of our pupils and staff. We are assessing 
the risks and will put in a plan that works for the whole school community. We will do our best to try and enforce the social 
distancing rules in class but this has already been widely acknowledged as undoable! The children will also have staggered 
playtimes and drop off and collection times so that they stay within their ‘bubble’.  This will require meticulous planning 
and I will be working on this plan with my team over the course of the next few weeks. Many parents are being cautious and 
rightly so, as some are waiting to see what the rate of infection is like over the next two weeks before sending their children 
back. 
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For me the bottom line is to ensure that we minimise risks and continue with the virtual learning for those in school as well 
those at home. I would like to give the children a fitting end to their school year; albeit remotely. Summer Term school 
events will not take place, but again we will explore if some of these can happen virtually, especially for our Year 6 pupils. 

Finally, I would like to urge families to stop play dates and not have people in their house that do not live with them. This 
clear breech of lockdown rules increases the risks within the school community, especially if those families have indicated 
they wish for their children to return to school. In order to safeguard and protect all, we will reserve the right to not accept 
some pupils back if we know they have not adhered to the lockdown rules. 
              
Thank you to all the parents for the positive feedback and co-operation during our first virtual term! I am sure the children 
will be much more resilient as a result of this so there are some positives! 

On behalf of the staff I would like to thank you for your continued support and wish you all a relaxing half term.

Mrs K Ali
Head Teacher



Acorn Class
CONGRATULATIONS Mums and Dads, you have completed your first half term as home school, teachers. Well done!!! I 
want to say a huge well done and thank you, to you and your children for doing so well with completing one half term of 
online learning. Some have found it more challenging than others but with perseverance I am able to see real improvement 
and continuing development with every child’s learning. I have really enjoyed seeing all of the children’s faces in the 
mornings, they are each their own little ray of sunshine.
In literacy this term the children have worked incredibly hard. Their weekend news writing has been amazing with most 
children now writing single sounds and words, while a few have embarked on writing in sentences. We have been working 
around the story of ‘The Hungry Caterpillar’, with the children decorating and colouring insects and completing story 
sequencing work. They have even written cards, drawn pictures and sent letters to loved ones to show they are not alone. I 
am amazed with the progression of the children in Pre-school 1 with their phonics work with many of the children now 
reading words and sentences and writing words independently. These children continue to amaze me every day.
In Mathematics this term our focus has been on shapes and their properties. I am confident to say most of the children can 
identify and are beginning to describe, shapes by their properties. We have completed shape hunts and work around shapes 
including shape pictures. We have touched on some number work and I was truly amazed with how many of the children 
could confidently identify numbers.
The ‘Bug Hotel’ project has shown some fantastic results. The children have had a chance to look at minibeasts and their 
habitats, in line with this half term’s topic. We have focused on a small amount of insects, in detail, and looked at their 
habitats. I hope the children enjoyed spending time making their hotels with you and watching all the little critters move in.
What fantastic storytellers we have in Acorn and Sapling class. The children have made wonderful puppets for our story 
this term and provided amazing videos for their rendition of our Talk for Writing story ‘Sleepy Mr Bumblebee’. I hope you 
have enjoyed sharing them with your child from Google Classroom.
One positive I have from online learning and lockdown, is that I have been able to get to know your child as an individual 
and have seen their capabilities so much more. Every single one of them has wowed me in their own way and I am proud to 
have been given this opportunity to spend time with them and teach them.
I hope you all enjoy the half term break you all deserve and I look forward to seeing you all again next half term.

Mrs Miles and the Pre-School Team.



Oak Class
Well another half term has flown by and all without seeing each-other in person, but what great fun it has been seeing lots 
of happy smiling faces through the powers of the internet. Online learning has been a challenge for some children, while 
others seem to continue their learning unphased. 
I want to take this opportunity to congratulate and thank the newest members of ‘Team Essendene’ for all your hard work 
and commitment to your child’s home learning. In early years this would not be possible without you. Well done Mums and 
Dads.
So, this term the children have focused their learning in Literacy around the story of ‘What the Ladybird Heard’. With the 
introduction to adjectives, similes and continuing our practise work around rhyming words. The children also had the 
opportunity to create an alternative ending to the story and what amazing alternative endings they came up with. All of the 
children have continued to do incredibly well in phonics 
In Mathematics, the children have worked very hard on time and money concepts as well as reminding ourselves about 
capacity, measuring and ordering sizes. It has been reported to me that the children enjoyed their snack shops and are 
beginning to show a good understanding of the concept of coin values. The timing activities were also a hit and the children 

showed some great results 
in being able to use time 
to measure how long it 
takes them to do 
something as well as how 
many times they can 
complete an activity in a 
given time.
In Understanding the 
World this term the 
children have focused on 
looking at different 
materials. The jelly 
experiment was a sticky 
success and enjoyed by all 

who took part. Teaching the children about different materials and especially re-cycling and up-cycling materials to make 
them into something new, shows the children how they can use different resources for many things.
The ‘Bug Hotel’ project has shown some fantastic results. The children have had a chance to look at minibeasts and their 
habitats, in line with this half term’s topic. Exploring materials to make a home for our minibeast friends shows the children 
how to care and look after nature and to let them know these minibeast friends are not to be feared. I hope the children 
enjoyed spending time making this with you and watching all the little critters move in.
Talk for Writing this term has focused on ‘Sleepy Mr Bumblebee’ story. Some of the videos I have seen of the children re-
telling this story using puppets and the story map have brought a huge smile to my face. They have worked so hard 
practising the story and you can see how much they enjoy being the storyteller, which is what we are trying to create – 
Storytellers. I hope you have had a chance to look at some of the videos created by the children and shared on Google 
Classroom, with your child.
Lockdown has not been the best but being able to see the children online everyday has been incredible. Thank you for all 
your support and understanding and I hope to see the children back at school as soon as it is safe to do so.
I hope you all enjoy the half term break.

Mrs Miles.



Willow Class
Wow, half-term already! Words cannot express how proud I am of each and every member of Willow Class for stepping up to 
the challenge of remote learning and continuing to progress in preparation for their transition to year 2. A huge thanks to the 
parents too for your support and kind words through what has been a massive learning curve both for me and your children. 
The children have thoroughly enjoyed reading and exploring the story of Little Red Riding Hood and created some 
wonderful descriptive pieces and stories inspired by the traditional fairy tale. The children also read the Jolly Postman to 
support them in their letter writing. They developed their own letter writing skills by writing letters to the Woodcutter, Mrs Ali 
and our historical explorer Neil Armstrong. These were all of a high standard and truly reflect the children’s progress over the 
course of the year.

In Maths the children have revised their 2,5 and 10 times tables and have begun to solve multiplication and division 
problems. They have also tackled the very tricky topic of time which is hard enough to grasp in a normal classroom setting let 
alone over Zoom! So really well done. Miss Bartlett and I are very impressed by the children’s understanding of the seasons, 
the children created some excellent weather report videos that brightened my day! 

There have been many other highlights this half term including, writing tongue twisters, creating paper line sculptures and 
singing “You’ll Never Walk Alone”.  The children have worked very hard this half term and some excellent progress has been 
made. It has been a different but very enjoyable half term with lots of laughter and memories. We hope the children have a 
lovely restful holiday ready for their final half term in Year 1 where our topic will be ‘Toys’. The children will be consolidating 
their learning from across the year in the core subjects and will be working in preparation for the year 2 curriculum. 
Stay safe and have a wonderful half term!

Miss Nightingale



Apple Class
Well, this term has certainly been very to different to any other! I am incredibility proud of Apple class 

for adapting so well to remote learning. The children have demonstrated fantastic technology skills and 

the ability to work independently. We have had a great time over Zoom and the children have been able 

to continue their learning . Their behaviour has been remarkable and I have thoroughly enjoyed 

sharing this experience with them. The children have had many great remote lessons including a virtual 

horse riding lesson in P.E which the children loved!  The 'Breakout rooms' have also been a real success 

and allowed the children to socialise with their friends.

This term in Mathematics we have mastered telling the time to the nearest five minutes, solving both 

one and two-step word problems and using a written method for addition and subtraction. In English 

we learned about non-fiction texts and the children produced excellent information leaflets on an 

animal of their choice and in History produced an information text on Florence Nightingale. In 

addition to this, we focused on our extended writing skills and have enjoyed sharing the book 'Matilda' 

during our guided reading lessons.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all your support throughout the term and 

ensuring children are equipped and ready for their remote lessons everyday. This has been a real team 

effort and the outcome has been amazing! I hope you have a restful half term and I look forward to 

continuing this journey next term.

Miss Bartlett.



Beech Class
Beech Class have made me feel so proud of them during this term. They have completely embraced the 

challenge of online learning and have shown commitment and drive.  I know they must be missing out 

on face to face social interaction but at least we have managed to do some of this through our form 

times. The breakout rooms are good way of them just relaxing and chatting as they would in class and I 

try not to interfere too much! 

I think we have given mathematics a real push this term with learning strategies to work with the four 

basic operations in addition to money, capacity and time.  The children have enjoyed learning and  have 

risen to the challenges of extended writing especially so when writing about Covid-10 from their 

perspective and a letter to parents to extend their bedtimes! The children were able to make some very 

convincing arguments through the use of emotive language and rhetorical questions. 

Mrs Huxtable has also been impressed with the enthusiasm in Geography and Science. This has helped 

to promote some children’s independence in approaching learning in an un-prescriptive way. The 

children have produced some good art work based on the work of Henri Rousseau, it so good to see 

children so engaged in subjects such as art as well as music and drama. I could hear in music how well 

they have mastered some of the songs in Mary Poppins notably ‘supercralefragelisticexpealedocious’! 

Beech Class have even completed their assessments online and managed to create a good working 

atmosphere as we would in school. Most children have quickly adapted to expectations of online 

learning and are following expected agreed protocols. It has also been good to see how many children 

have been taking part in all of the curriculum throughout the term. Mrs Huxtable and I would like to 

thank parents for the support and patience in this new way of schooling! Whilst we would not normally 

set homework for halfterm there will be some reading eggs and doodle maths work to complete when 

they are able to do so.

We hope you all get time to relax 

from the constant uploading  of tasks 

and keeping on top of the class 

schedule! 

Mrs Ali and Mrs Huxtable



Cherry Class
What a different half term this has been! 

Firstly, I would like to say how proud I am of Cherry Class for adapting so well to remote learning and working so 
independently.

This half term, we have shared many learning experiences through Zoom.

In Mathematics, we have been solving both one and two-step word problems, mastering the 12 and 24-hour clock, 
collecting, presenting and interpreting our own data and finding fractions of numbers and quantities.

In English, we began this term with nonsense poetry and researched the works of Edward Lear. Children wrote limericks 
and recorded their own performances. Children also focused on their extended writing skills through persuasive writing, 
including adverts and even writing letters to the Prime Minister! As a class, we also captured great imagination by acting out 
scenes from, ‘Friend or Foe’, using Zoom, enabling children to get a glimpse of what life was like during the Second World 
War.

In Science, we have learnt about how the digestive system works and what functions our organs have.

Children have also enjoyed working on their own individual projects based on our Humanities topic for this half term – The 
Vikings. They have worked extremely hard and it was wonderful hearing all about them – well done!

Thank you for all your support you have shown throughout this half term and I would like to wish you, your family and 
friends a very safe and healthy half term and I look forward to seeing the children (through Zoom) on Monday 1st June.  

Mrs Whittington



Maple Class
I can’t believe that it is time to write another newsletter as time has flown by!

This term, in Science, we have been studying living things. We started by considering how Shakespeare’s play ‘As You Like 
It’ compared life to actors on a stage with entrances and exits. The children have been fascinated about the human life cycle 
and they loved sharing baby photos and finding out what will happen to them in old age. I think it has really helped them to 
appreciate how much they (and their parents) have changed over time!

As we are moving towards the end of the year, a lot of our Mathematics and English lessons will now be concerned with 
consolidation and revision. I can tell that a lot of topics are suddenly becoming clear for the children as they prepare to 
move into Year 6. In English, we delved into the poetry of Joseph Cohello and studied texts such as Tuesday and Tales from 
Outer Suburbia. The children wrote and performed their own poetry and wrote their own short stories inspired by Shaun 
Tan and his illustrations. They also created news reports which showed real promise. I think we have several budding 
journalists in the making!

Geography this term is all about mountains, and the children were fascinated by Bear Grylls and his adventures when 
climbing Everest. I loved reading the children’s own imaginary accounts about what it would be like to face the challenges 
of a mountain climb. We have already learned the five main types of mountain and the impact that magma and the 
movement of tectonic plates has on their formation. They have been working hard on their projects at home and I am 
looking forward to seeing them being presented via Zoom. 

Finally, we had a fascinating assembly about how the children have been coping with lockdown. They came up with so 
many brilliant ideas that I wrote them all down so we would not forget any!

Congratulations to 
Marcel Ottoy who is 
the Maple Class star 
of Summer 1 half-
term. Marcel is 
always ready for the 
day, he works hard 
in every lesson and 
has been so efficient 
at uploading every 
piece of work that 
has been set. Well 
done and keep up 
the good work!

Mrs Robinson.



Sycamore Class 
This has been an unusual half-term!
The children have impressed us all with their resilience and adaptability when learning from home. As a result of this we 
have been able to get through all of our planned curriculum despite the change of circumstances - well done to all of you!
This term, in Science, we have been studying the universe - not a small topic. The children have researched the 
practicalities of space travel, living in space, galaxies, types of stars and the concept of light years to measure distance.

As we are moving towards the end of the year, our Mathematics curriculum has been completed, so we move to revision and 
reinforcement. In English, we have been exploring the Lon, The Witch and The Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis. The children 
have produced some fabulous descriptive, creative and analytical writing. and studied texts such as Tuesday and Tales from 
Outer Suburbia. Our Geography topic, exploring the world has allowed us to compare the physical and human geography of 
locations on different continents with those here in The UK.

After half-term we are of course planning to return to the classroom. While conditions will not be the same while social 
distancing rules are still in place, it will be great to see the children back in class for their last half-term at Essendene Lodge. 
While it is not possible to hold large gatherings, we will endeavour to ensure that their final period at Prep School is one to 
remember.

I hope you all have a restful half-term break.

Mr Hodgkiss



Remote 
Learning

The children have 
done a wonderful job 
of adapting to remote 

learning this week. 
Well done and 

thankyou to you all. 
You’ve done a 
brilliant job!
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Stars and House 
Points

Stars of the Week:
Acorn: Oscar Miles, Radhya Chaturvedi, Deena Silviera, Safa Ali, Teddy Tverdon
Oak:  James Gunn, Amelia Hepworth Cole , Ishaan Panicker, Jacob Burnham Chimamyi, Hugo Pinniger Clare 
Willow: Riyaan Neema, Sadie Vernon, Harvey Vigor- Messenger, Sara Oluwo, Aprayer Grant 
Apple: Florence Diver, Charlie Ottoy, Thomas Simpson, Alexi Burrell, Beatrice Friar 
Beech:  William Higginson, Hannah Bottle, Jamie Barlow, Jayden Rea, Ehi Azenabor
Cherry: Hugo Maddocks, William Dolling, Jerry Zhang, Harry Lyles Clarke, Arthur Craig 
Maple: Ben Irwin, Ryan Frost, Ese Azenabor, Joey Cowe, Daniel Ndumiyana 
Sycamore: Rhys Wintle, Ciara Gunn, Emma Zhang, Nia Simbo, Alice Stuart

Stars of The Half Term:
Acorn: Niran Pararajasingam, 
Oak:  Evangeline Dolling 
Willow:   Harry Whittington 
Apple: Thomas Simpson
Beech: Hannah Bottle 
Cherry:  Sami Paranthaman 
Maple:  Marcel Ottoy
Sycamore:   Anna Frost 

Birthdays:
We would like to wish the following children who have had We would like to wish the following children who have had or 
will have their birthdays in May and June a very Happy Birthday
Acorn - Radhya Chaturvedi, Roberta Scarffe
Oak - Matilda Auker
Willow - Sadie Vernon
Apple - Alexi Burrell, Charlie Ottoy
Beech - Pippa Auker, George Shepherd
Cherry - Amelia Dickson-Laundy, Harry Lyles-Clarke, David Grippman, Arthur Craig, Shreya Panicker
Maple - Sami Silveira, Lucas Terry, Daniel Ndumiyana
Sycamore - Leticia Masiero, Alice Stuart

House Points: 
Leeds: 686

Hever: 615

Windsor: 617

Arundel: 623

Well done to the House of LEEDS for scoring the most house points this half term! 



Dates for your 
diary

SUMMER TERM 2020

25th-29th May        HALF TERM
16th June Sports Day (back up 23rd June)
17th June Year 4 visit to Bough Beech
22nd June Assessment Week
24th June SEN Pupil Passport Review Meetings 3.30-6pm
1st July Meet the Teacher Evening
2nd/3rd July KS2 Production
6th July Transition Morning/Parent Consultations 3.30-6pm
7th July Prize Giving
8th July Last day of term – School finishes 12.00 noon

All dates are provisional and subject to change.


